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Sea iviay- ‘may be useful both in 
the elucidation and in the defence of 
truth. Light sometimes results from 
the collision of minds. Christianity is 
5 an aggression upon error of every form. 
_ Jesusheld controversies with the religious 
sects of his day, while Paul and his bre- 
____thren made use of offensive weapons to 
pull down the strongholds of sin and: 
ae "superstition. > 
a Controversy is not an evil in itself : 
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re in _many teeaunee ‘ircumstances: 
have left. them no choice between. the 
maintenance of their- principles - and 
treason against the divine Lawgiver ; 
or between the reward of faithful and 
the doom of faithless servants. 

Among the controversies which have 
been part of their history during the 


last two hundred years, that on bap- 


tism must be placed in the fore ground. 


So long back as the reign of Henry — 


VIII., some of their books were in cir- 
culation among our countrymen ; hence 
in the year 1588 Cranmer and other 
inquisitors were commanded by the 
king to hunt out the baptists, and “to 
burn their books.” One of the earliest: 
| publications of any note that has come 
down to the present ue is mixed upwith 
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ment he united in church fellowship 
with the protestant exiles, who received 
him with much affection and joy as an 
angel from heaven. Reading the bible, 
study, and prayer, however, produced 
an entire change in his views with 
regard to believers’ baptism, which he 
no sooner made known than his bre- 
thren acted in violation of their much 
lauded principles of charity and free 
communion, by excluding him from the 
church as they would have done a 
heathen or a publican. 

The sword of controversy was now 
drawn out of its sheath, and the scab- 
bard thrown away. Both parties rushed 
eagerly into the battle. Against Smith 
and his party the learned Ainsworth 
wrote two books, one called “A Defence 
of Scripture,” and the other “A Censure 
of a Dialogue of the Anabaptists.” On 
the same side, Johnson published “A 
Christian Plea,” whilst Robinson en- 
tered the breach among the storming 
party, and as leader of the forlorn 
hope. In addition to these champions 
of infant baptism, two more violent 
ones came upon the stage under the 
names of Jessop and Clifton, one pub- 
lishing “A Discovery of the Errors of 
the English Anabaptists,” and the other 
“Mhe Christian Plea.”* 

Smith picked up the gauntlet which 
these giants.of psedobaptism had thrown 
down, and sent forth to the world his 
celebrated book entitled, “The Cha- 
racter of the Beast.” According to 
Ivimey, it was printed in Holland, a.v. 
1609. Originating abroad under these 
circumstances, the controversy was not 
long in reaching Christians at home. 
Smith finished his course shortly after 


the publication of his book, and was 


succeeded in the pastoral office by 
Thomas Helwisse, who returned to Eng- 
land with some of his brethren, and 
formed a baptist church in London. 


* Crosby, vol. i. pp. 91, 92. 


“‘Taylor’s History of 
the General Baptists, vol. i. 72. E 


Books were written against these cou- 
rageous men, and when the press could 
not, or did not, stop the progress of 
their opinions, James I. and the bishops 
tried what virtue there was in fines, 
prisons, and chains. In the shape of a 
remonstrance against persecution, Hel- 
wisse and his friends published, a.p. 
1615, a pamphlet of forty-eight quarto 
pages, containing a dialogue between 
a Christian, an unbeliever, and an in- 
different person; as well as a clear 


exposition of the principles of the . 


dissenters, and of the baptists. In the 
following year another book was pub- 
lished in favour of the down-trodden 
sect. It was a translation from the 
Dutch. Dr. Wall called it the first 
printed in the English language against 
infant baptism. Ivimey, however, denies 
this, with evident truth on his side, but 
admits that it may have been the first 
published, arising from the difficulties 
of publishing anything against the 
established religion.* 

According to Crosby, this book re- 
ceived no answer for the space of thirty 
years, when Mr. Collett of New England 
made an attempt to do so in his 
“Vindication of the Right of Infants to 
Church Membership and Baptism.” 
Four years after this vindication came 
from the press, a baptist in London 
wrote a letter to a friend in the country 
in which he avowed his conviction that 
“there was neither precept, nor example, 
nor just consequence for infant baptism, 
but for the baptizing of believers.” This 
private letter fell into the hands of a 
churchman, who published it without 
permission from the author, and ap- 
pended to it a reply under the title of 
“ Anabaptist Mystery of Iniquity Un- 
masked.” According to this church- 
man, the baptists not only separated 
from the established church, but wrote 
many books in defence’of their practice, 


and had multitudes of disciples; more- 
a ear amen red 
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over, they were in the habit of proving 
their doctrines by large quotations from 
the scriptures, while they refused any 
conferences with the learned men of the 
establishment. What rash people they 
must have been to write so many books 
against the churchmen of those perse- 
cuting times! Some allowance must be 
made for their refusal to confer with 
learned prelates on the ground that 
former conferences had resulted in the 
poor baptists finding themselves in New- 
gate, or other prisons, both in London 
and in the country. Burnt children 
dread the fire. 

In the year 1624 other champions 
came forth to defend infant baptism 
against attacks from the immersionists. 
Two of these were Dod and Cleaver, 
ministers of the puritan school, who 
published “ The Patrimony of Christian 
Children.” Books and pamphlets now 
became too numerous for their readers, 
and while some of them bore ludicrous 


- titles, others were deeply imbued with 


-Disputants were 
controversial 


the spirit of the age. 
eager to display their 


- powers, nor can it be denied that some 


of them wielded their weapons with i 


_ vigour and success. Among other authors | 


who took part in this intellectual war- 


_-~ fare, mention ought to be made of Mr. 
_ Barber, the pastor of a large baptist 


church in London, who published a | 
work, A.D. 1641, to prove that “our 
Lord Jesus Christ ordained dipping, 
and that sprinkling of children is not 
according to Christ’s institution; and 


also the invalidity” of those arguments | 
that are commonly brought forward 


__ to justify the practice.” For this offence 


271 
for believers instead of infants. Think 
of a good man suffering eleven months’ 
imprisonment for writing a book in 
defence of believers’ immersion! What 
made the matter worse was this, that 
the bigots who tried to bind Barber 
with the fetters of presbyterian uni- 
formity, had just thrown off the 
yoke of episcopal bondage, and were 
endeavouring to force upon the nation 
the solemn league and covenant. Per- 
secution did not silence the baptists, 
for another work now came from the 
London press under the title of “The 
Vanity of Childish Baptism,” the object 
of which was to prove that immersion 
is essential to the ordinance, and that 
infants have no part or lot in the matter. 
Publications, replies, rejoinders, thus 
following one another on both sides of 
the question, kept public attention 
awake-to the subject of baptism,-and 
led persons of all denominations to read 
and judge for themselves. 

About this time there was an acces- 
sion of considerable strength to the 
ranks of the immersionists by the bap- 
tism of Francis Cornwall, A.M., who 
left the establishment and cast in his 
lot among our churches. He was a man 
of superior attainments, and of great 
moral worth. “He bought the truth and 
sold it not, In vindication of his change 
of opinion on the ordinance of baptism, 
he published “The Royal Commission of 
King Jesus,” which was dedicated to 
the House of Commons, and copies of it 
given away to members at the door, —— 

While the press had been groaning 
under the weight of sermons, pamphlets, 
quartos and folios, on this controversy, — 
the learned men of the commonwealth — 
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contest partook of the sublime. At the 
very time when some of the finest fields 
in England were covered with the slain 
and drenched with the blood of our 
forefathers, learning, logic, intellect, and 
truth were striving for victory in the 
parish church at Bewdley. On the first 
of January, 1649, the discussion began 
at nine in the morning, and lasted till 
five in the evening. The presbyterian 
claimed the victory, but the baptist 
made about twenty converts, who were 
formed into a church. “ All scholars 
present,” said Anthony Wood, “did 
conclude that Tombes got the better of 
the argument by far.”* 

Before this a similar discussion had 
taken place in Southwark between 
Dr. Featley and four baptists. At 
the end of two years the doctor 
published his version of the dispute, 
under the title of “The Dippers 
Dipt, or the Anabaptists Ducked and 
Plunged over head and ears at a Dis- 
putation in Southwark.”+ Allowance 
must be made for the violence of the 
doctor on the ground that he had been 
deprived of two livings for bad _be- 
haviour; that he had been expelled 
from the assembly of divines as a spy, 
and placed in confinement by order of 
parliament. While confined in the house 
of Lord Petre, Henry Denne was sent 
prisoner to the same place for preaching 
against infant baptism, and for immers- 
ing his converts, contrary to the de- 
crees of parliament. Denne sent the 
doctor a challenge to discuss the points 


at issue between them on baptism. The 


challenge was accepted and the champ- 
ions met; but at the end of the first 
argument the doctor gave up the con- 
test, saying, it was unlawful to dispute 


without permission from the higher |! 
powers. What a pastime for two pri- | 
soners ios hold pr ae weer 
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baptism ! What a feature of that 
polemical age ! 

There was another discussion, on the 
same subject, in the parish church of 
Newport Pagnell, between Mr. Gibbs 
and Mr. Carpenter; the former was the 
parish minister, and the latter was an 
independent. Carpenter published his 
version of the discussion in a work 
which he called “The Anabaptists 
Washt and Washt, and Shrunk in the 
Washing.” 

As old combatants died, new ones 
continued to appear on each side of the 
battle field, eager to assist in the con- 
flict, and to share the toils and honours 
of theological controversy. Baillie of 
Glasgow published.a book under the 
alarming title of “Anabaptism, the True 
Fountain of Error ;” but Mr. J. Wall 
favoured the world with another, which 
he called “The Anabaptists Anato- 
mized, and silenced in a public dispute 
at Abergavenny, a.p. 1654.” It was 
almost a miracle that any of the poor 
baptists survived these anatomical ope- 
rations. It was bad enough for Dr. 
Featley to duck and plunge them so 
violently in Southwark ; it was worse in 
Mr. Carpenter to wash them so long at™ 
Newport till they shrunk in the wash- 
ing; but it was an act of barbarity, if 
not flat murder, for Mr. Vaughan to 
make experiments upon them in com- 
parative anatomy at Abergavenny. Who _ 
can wonder at their being silenced under 
such a process! From some cause un- 
explained, Hercules Collins of Wapping 
was not anatomized; for he outlived 
those dismal times, and printed a book 
which he had assurance enough to call 
as Believers’ mee from ee and 
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palians, presbyterians, independents, and 
quakers, the baptists stoodalone. Bishops, 
doctors, vicars, rectors, and plain dis- 
senting ministers led on the forces to 
defend infant baptism, now so vigorously 
assailed by the advocates of a return to 
apostolic immersions. 

Thus matters went on till the begin- 
ning of the eighteenth century. After 
what seemed like a truce between the 
dippers and the sprinklers, hostilities 
were renewed at the period just named 
by Mr. Russen publishing his book en- 
titled, “ Fundamentals without a Foun- 


dation, or a True Picture of the Ana- | 
Not to say anything of the | 


baptists.” 
abuse which this writer heaped upon 
the ancient mode of baptism, accord- 
ing to the concessions of the most 
learned men in Europe, the picture 
which he drew of the baptists was not 
a true one; hence Joseph Stennett 
replied to it in a work so distinguished 
for learning and argument, that it 
silenced his antagonist and gained for 
himself high reputation as a polemical 
divine. 

- Passing over a multitude of theolo- 
gians who figured in this controversy 


during the last century, the two princi- 


pal writers that divided public attention 
en account of their talents and attain- 
ments, were Dr. Wall and Dr. Gale, the 
former a churchman and the latter a 
baptist. Dr. Wall wrote his “ History 


of Infant Baptism,” for which the clergy, 


met in convocation, passed hima vote 
of thanks, and one of the universities 
made him doctor in divinity. Dr. Gale, 


- then twenty-seven years of age, pub- | 


lished his “Reflections on Dr. Wall’s 


History of Infant Baptism.” “The ex- 
Ni goal merit of this ae 


discovered towards persons of a differ- 
ent persuasion from his own.” For 
twelve years after this publication 
issued from the press, Dr. Wall re- 
mained silent, either unable or un- 
willing to grapple with his learned 
opponent ; but at length he published 
an answer tothe “ Reflections on his 
History,” in a spirit which betrayed the 
mortification of his pride under the 
defeat he had sustained. “ He has treated 
me very roughly,” said Dr. Gale, “and 
has endeavoured to enrage the clergy, as ~ 
well as our own people, against me ; 
besides which, there appears not to be 
much in his book ; however, I am pre- 
paring an answer.” Before his answer 
was finished, death removed the illus- 
trious man to a new and nobler scene of 
action and of enjoyment. 

When these champions quitted the 
stage, the question at issue between 
them continued as far as ever from 
being settled. Dr. Gill buckled on the 
armour, and produced no less than ten 
different works on the side of believers’ 
baptism ; but, though learning had dis- 
played its stores, eloquence charmed 
and arguments convinced inquirers after 
‘truth, there seemed no prospect of the 
controversy coming to an end. It was 
in the year 1784 that A. Booth published 
his book called “ Paedobaptism Ex- 
amined on the Principles, Concessions, 
and Reasoning of Learned Peedobap- 
tists.” This was fighting them with 
their own weapons, and using their own 


armour in which they trusted. It was — . 


a shell thrown into the camp of the 
enemy. Alarmed at the consequences 
of this novel attack, Dr. Williams, late 
of Rotherham College, wrote a book in 


| answer to Mr. Booth, without destroy- 
Jing the force of his eessoune or 


cE stage the us 
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ablest men of a former age discussed 
have been gone over again with no 
better results. Local circumstances 
have, in some instances, renewed the 
discussion, not without hard words and 
animosities which injure the cause they 
are destined to serve, and reflect dis- 
honour upon the writers. Truth gains 
nothing by railing~ accusations. Cox, 
Gibbs, Pengilly, Carson, and many others 
have written in favour of believers’ 
immersion, while honourable mention 
should be made of Ewing, Wardlaw, 
and Halley, who have employed their 
talents and learning in the defence of 
infant baptism. Having abandoned the 
outworks which the veterans of a former 
age vigorously defended, Dr. Halley has 
retired within the citadel, which Mr. 
Stovel has attacked with great determi- 
nation and not without hopes of success. 

Thus we have given a bare sketch of 
this fruitful controversy. Thousands 
have taken part in it since the days of 
John Smith. Many of their publica- 
tions are now forgotten or unknown, 
Two hundred years the war of words 
and of books has lasted ; innumerable 
sermons have been preached, and the 
press has groaned under the weight of 
publications against infant baptism, or 
in its fayour ; still the controversy is 
undecided, and a wide, though not an 
impassible-gulf, separates the warriors. 
Learning, talent, logic, and eloquence 
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have done their utmost to bring the 
discussion to a satisfactory conclusion, 
while prejudice, bigotry, sectarianism, 
and railing, have hindered the long 
wished for consummation. May we not 
cherish the hope, that ere long the sword 


| of controversy will be put up into the 


scabbard, that the truth as it is in 
Jesus may prevail over prejudices, pas- 
sions, and errors, and that among good 
men of every denomination there may 
be a nearer approach to the principles 
and usages of the first churches? For | 
this purpose there must be a profound 
regard for the word of God. Appeal to 
this must be law to all parties. This is 
the judge that ends the strife. Precon- 
ceived opinions must yield to the deci- 
sions of the bible. Just principles of 
interpretation must be adopted. Richer 
communications of the Holy Spirit must 
be desired, and then we may hope to 
come into the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ. Genera- 
tions yet to come will hail this union 
with a rapture proportioned to its im- 
portance, and the Saviour will be glori- 
fied in seeing the answer to his prayer, 
“That they all may be one; as thou, 
Father, art in me and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us; that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent 
me.” 


REASONS FOR JOINING THE PROPOSED EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. 


BY A CORRESPONDING MEMBER OF THER PROVISIONAL COMMITTED. 


On the same principle on which it is | 
of importance that we should “be ready 


always to give an answer to every man | 


that asketh us a reason of the hope that 


is in us,” it is desirable that we should | 


be prepared to assign a motive for our 
engaging in any religious enterprise or 
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undertaking. A manly independence, 
indeed, both with regard to the views ~ 
we entertain and the course we pursue, | 
is deserving of our cultivation; this, 
however, is by no means incompatible 


with a disposition to point out the steps 


by which we have arrived at our present 


- 
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position, or the grounds on which we 
haye chosen our own present line of 
procedure. If convinced that our opin- 
ions and practices are such as claim to 
be investigated by our fellows, and such 
as it would tend to their great benefit 
to adopt, the obligation to supply our 
reasons for them is enhanced a hun- 
dred fold. With these feelings the 
writer solicits attention to the subject 
of this paper. 

A confederation, unprecedented in 
kind, consisting of faithful brethren in 
Christ Jesus of almost all denominations 
of protestants, and known by the name 
of “The Evangelical Alliance,” has 
recently been formed. The love which 


_ every Christian cannot fail to bear to 


all who are partakers of “like precious 
faith” with himself, and which naturally 
induces a desire for their fellowship, 
prompts the wish to join, if it be possi- 
ble, this band of avowed and united 
believers. Our affections, however, must 
not be allowed to usurp the place of our 
judgment. We must not, from mere 
impulse, embark in a cause of the 
worthiness of which we are not fully 
satisfied. "The following are some of 


the reasons which, in the writer’s esti- 


mation, more than justify the origina- 


_ tion of, and an identification with, the 


Evangelical Alliance. 


1. It is calculated to promote Chris- 


tian union. To insist on the necessity 
of union among believers were, perhaps, 
supererogatory. It has found eulogists 
in all ages, and some of the finest spirits 
of the present day have devoted their 


4c energies to the work of pleading its 


Sos and extending its reign. There 


are, indeed, a few who entertain, or 


ct to entertain, suspicions respect- 
consequences of its greater pre- 
We admit that certain in- 


| have given ee for these | 


that its more assiduous maintenance 
would be inimical to the bold and out- 
spoken dictates of conscience and of 
truth. We have in this, however, only 
another illustration of the extent to 
which a worthy cause may be made to 
suffer by being found in the hands of 
an inefficient-advocate. The union for 
which we contend, and after which we 
aspire, is that of persons avowedly alike in 
all that is essential to personal religion, 
but whose sentiments on other, and it 
may be, most important subjects, are 
avowedly diverse. Every day’s observa- 
tion supplies us with instances of parties 
between whom there exists scarcely any 
similarity of taste, habits, or pursuits, 
entering into and preserving unbroken 
connexions and compacts, having for 
their end some secular interest or ad- 
vantage. Shall it be conceded that 
Christian principle is less powerful than 
worldly policy? That while the latter, 
permitting to each individual the grati- 
fication of his individual peculiarities, 
proves sufficient to bind him in peaceful 
and happy combination with his fellows 
on the strength of their mutual agree- 
ment on some one important subject, 
the former is insufficient to hold toge- 
ther Christians of different views and 
feelings who are agreed as respects the 
fundamentals of their faith? Union 
among Christians, while it assumes that 
certain truths are invested by all with 
paramount importance, does not involve 
the absence of strong preferences and 
earnest action with regard to other im- — 
portant doctrines. Than the union which, 
bringing the hearts of all within, and 
under the influence of one holy bond of — 
brotherhood, concedes to every member 
that it is not only his privilege, but 
his duty, to maintain resolutely 
ees Sy Gee he- con 
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and correctly, that all real believers are 
already and closely united; that the 
love to the brethren which personal | 
Christianity inevitably ensures, creates | 
a strong and sacred tie among all the 
faithful. Surely, however, it must be 
allowed that this very love to the 
brethren is not an unintelligent emo- 
tion; that it is an-affection which is 
induced by their mutual recognition of 
such qualities as they regard with high 
esteem and admiration. Now the Hyan- 
gelical Alliance, by its causing Chris- 
tians of different denominations to en- 
gage at the same time im devotional 
exercises, and by its inducing them to 
join hand-in-hand in the performance 
of some pious undertaking respecting 
which they all are agreed, cannot fail to 
elicit those very qualities which must 
be mutually recognized, before, to the 
fullest possible extent, they can love 
each other. Thus it is calculated to 
promote Christian union. 

2. It serves as a public exhibition of 
Christian union. While it would be the 
height of folly to assert that all truth 
should be spoken at all times, there are 
some truths, the presentation of which 
can never be unseasonable, and which it 
is impossible should make too general 
or deep an impression. Such a truth 
appears to be that implied in the pre- 
ceding remarks, viz., That, however, 
those who love the Saviour may be dis- 
tinguished by variety of creed or of 
denominational predilections, “one is 
their Master even Christ, and they all 
are brethren.” To ascertain the effect 
likely to be produced by the spectacle 
ef a community which shall, as far as 
practicable, embrace all real Christians, 
it is only necessary to adduce the 
Saviour’s language, “That they all may 
be one .... that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent me.” Were any 
other proof necessary we might find it 
in the dispositions which most men 
manifest to regard with interest and 
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respect whatsoever possesses the sym- 
pathies of the multitude; and in the 
successful policy adopted by the Roman 


| church of confederating in one body all 


who, upon its principles, are entitled to 
be regarded as Christians. The Evange- 
lical Alliance, by including in one cate- 
gory, by associating in one fraternity, 
believers of different sects and names, 
will, we think, present to the world an 
aspect so bold and imposing, a phalanx 
so numerous and powerful, as will not 


fail to induce the attention and investi- 


gation, and so ultimately the conviction 
and conversion, of men who now regard 
the professors of evangelical religion 
only with indifference or contempt. 

3. It is calculated to effect the con- 
servation of spiritual religion — that 
divine principle, the existence of which 
in the hearts of God’s people constitutes 
the redeeming feature in the history of 
depraved humanity. Upon the universal 
diffusion of this principle, the hopes of a 
fallen world are dependent. This being 
the case, it is painful to reflect that in 
all ages it has suffered from opposition 
the most varied, determined, unwearied. 
When, for a season, endowed with more 
than ordinary strength and vigour, it 
has effected numerous and illustrious 
triumphs, it has been impeded in its 
course by multiform corruption and 
deadly hostility, and generally has been 
thrown back from the hopeful position 
it was permitted for a short season to 
occupy. During the last half century 
it has achieved mighty conquests. Both 
in our own country and on the continent 
of America, its influence has been felé 
by all existing institutions, whether 
commercial or political, while “the 
dark places of the earth” present many 
a smiling oasis—the evidence alike of its 


wide-spread prevalence, and of its health- - 


imparting character. As usual, “there 
are many adversaries.”, A tide of oppo- 
sition has already set in. Marshalled 
under the Prince of Darkness, agencies 
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“of all others. the best adapted to in- | 


terrupt its progress, are in perpetual 
operation. Of these there is none more 
to be "dreaded than those which have 
selected as their chief quarters our own 
beloved land ; and truly lamentable are 
the consequences which begin to show 
themselves as well in our religion’s com- 
paratively unsuccessful efforts for ex- 
tension, as in the deteriorated character 
of the piety of many. ‘Thus situate, it 
becomes our most imperative duty to 
-bestir ourselves and adopt such means 
as shall be calculated to render nugatory 
the further efforts of the enemy. Of all 
means that could be devised, we know 
of none more likely to secure the end 
desired than such a union as the “ Alli- 
“ance” contemplates. Let a myriad of 
flickering tapers be exposed to the 
action of the elements, and the first 
shower that falls, or the first rude gust 
that blows, will effectually extinguish 
them all. Let them be united and form 
one vast volume of fire, and in this con- 
dition they may bid defiance to the 
combined opposition of all their natural 
antagonists; the water shall not quench 
them, the wind shall only have the 
effect of making their flame both 
brighter and stronger. The expediency 
of such a measure as is thus suggested, 
has been already recognized. in the 
institution of Christian churches. What 
the “Alliance” proposes is, without 
interfering with those churches or 
bringing them as such into affinity with 
each other, so far to act on the principle 
of their organization as to unite in one 
grand company the members of which 
they are severally composed. Thus it 
may be hoped, unavoidable contact with 
‘the scepticism, formalism, and other 
enemies with which spiritual religion i is 


called. to contend, will be prevented. 


from effecting further inroads on the 
piety of the church, while the language 
of the apostle James shall come to be 


verified, “The fruit of righteousness 
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is sown in peace of them that make 
peace.” 

4, It is likely to result in greater 
unanimity on those points on which 
Christians are at present disagreed. 
That there are points on which they 
are at present disagreed the very ex- 
istence of the Alliance assumes. That 
they should be expected, from having 
joined its adherents, to forget these differ- 
ences, is to insult either them by insinu- 
ating that their former scruples have 
been other than conscientious, or truth 
itself by implying that its dicta may be 
silenced or listened to without regard. 
Had the Alliance proposed that for the 
sake of any contemplated benefit which 
it might ensure we should abandon or 
suppress any portion of what we deem 
to be truth, it would have merited 
rather our indignant rebuke than our 
cordial adhesion: There are, indeed, 
some who have asserted, that while it 
does not demand an agreement to re- 
linquish or cancel any sentiments to 
which we may subscribe, that yet the 
effect of frequent and fraternal inter- 
course with those from whom we differ 
must be calculated to foster a disposi- 
We think, however, that 
such an assertion reflects on the wisdom 
of Him who has made alike obligatory 
love to the brethren and zeal for the 
truth. We cannot suppose that a dis- 
charge of the one duty naturally in- 
capacitates for the fulfilment of the 
other. We think, however, that while 
it need not result in a suppression of 


the views or feelings of any party, itis — 


calculated to ensure the prevalence of 
such sentiments, by whomsoever held, 
as can be best supported by sound and 
scriptural argument. ‘That a difference 
of opinion on so many subjects should — 
continue to prevail among the wise and 
good is not to be attributed so much to 
the absence of due attachment to their 
own views, or to their want of polemical 
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which would concede to their opponents 
the possession of good intentions, and 
which would lead them dispassionately 
to investigate the arguments which such 
opponents may adduce. Let the loving 
spirit of Christianity be more fully ex- 
emplified in the feelings and carriage of 
Christians towards each other, and the 
discovery of a fallacy will afford no 
greater pleasure to him who detects and 
exposes it, than to him who has been 
led astray by it. Solid and unanswerable 
arguments in favour of a doctrine hither- 
to rejected will come to be duly appre- 
ciated, and to exert their legitimate 
influence on both the creed and prac- 
tices of the party to whom they may be 
addressed. Thus we think the Evange- 
lical Alliance will, among other benefits, 
and without rendering necessary any 
violation of conscience, effectually pro- 
mote the interests of truth by inducing 
among its members generally correct- 
ness of opinion and consequent unani- 
mity on those subjects with respect to 
_ which so much diversity at present exists. 
In conclusion, should any person feel 
disposed to point out particulars in the 
constitution of the Alliance which they 
think are capable of improvement, the 
writer would suggest that probably 
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those particulars consist of compara- 
tively unimportant details, or such as 
may yet admit of considerable modifica- 
tion; he would remind the objectors that 
to originate a scheme so new and 50 
comprehensive, which on its first deve- 
lopment should be perfect in all its parts, 
is rather more than could be expected 
of erring mortals. And he would re- 
spectfully inquire whether, if we deter- 
mine to stand aloof from all association 
in which we can discover anything 
that is capable of amendment, we shall 
not doom ourselves to a life of complete © 
asceticism. 

In anticipating the future operations 


-of the Alliance, the writer cannot but 


foresee much of difficulty and many 
dangers. As, however, there is the pro- 
spect, these being overcome, of realizing 
the vastest good, he regards the occasion 
as one which summons to the manifesta- 
tion of manly courage and of Christian 
faith. It is not a new thing for the cross 
and the crown to be associated; and per- 
chance the former may have to be borne 
for a little season by the originators of 
this movement before the latter shall be 
bestowed, through their instrumentality, 
on the many whose welfare they are~ 
anxious to promote. 
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A LETTER TO THE BAPTIST MEMBERS OF THE LONDON BRANCH OF THE 
PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE. 


; sec Breturen,—-The individual 
who now addresses you has enjoyed 
your friendship many years, and has 


found pleasure in acting with you in| i 


many important undertakings. He re- 
spects your judgment, and is naturally 


prepossessed in favour of any earerRT ee 
in which you are di isposed to embark. } timations which he has ey vat 
He appreciates “— motives hy | his co-operation wi uld 1 able 


Os 


which you are actuated in endeavouring 
to form an Evangelical Alliance; he 
would feel himself honoured in. associat~ 


ing with you and the other gentlemen : 


of different denominations with whom 

you are now in the habit: of meeting; 

and he is greatly obliged by. kind i 
Se 
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He has deliberated seriously on the| ness of Christ’s disciples, to refuse to 


subject again and again, and has been 
anxious not to express an opinion hastily; 
but being thoroughly convinced that it 
would be wrong in him to take any 
part, however humble, in your present 
effort, he thinks that it is due both to 
you and to others that he should give 
publicity to the principal reasons by 
which his decision has been influenced. 

That the gospel has been dishonoured 
by unnecessary divisions and invidious 
distinctions among its friends cannot 
be denied; and there is something very 
delightful in the thought of breaking 
down boundary walls which were built 
up in anger or jealousy, and giving 
free course to the manifestation of fra- 
ternal love towards brethren with whom 
we have not been accustomed to have 
fellowship. Cordially concurring, how- 
ever, in the sentiment, Grace be with all 
them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity, one reason why I cannot take 
part in your measures is that they seem 
to me to be essentially sectarian. You 
do not welcome all that love our Lord 
Jesus Christ to your fraternity. You 
do not call-on all who are confiding 
in his grace and exerting themselves 
for his glory, to unite with you; but 
lay down a basis for union by which 
some of them are formally and system- 
atically excluded. ‘This is not because 
you doubt their piety, or are unable to 
ascertain that it is genuine. There are 
men whom you believe to be the 
Saviour's friends—members of his mys- 
tical body—conscientious, devout, and 
eminently useful in his service—whoia 
you agree to pass by. I dare not do 


this in forming an association for the | 


avowed object of exhibiting the essential 
unity of the Christian church. If it were 
an association for another purpose, it 
might be evident that their peculiarities 
unfitted them for connexion with it; 
but in an association for the specific 

purpose of giving visibility to the one- 


include any because of peculiarities 
which are not incompatible with dis- 
cipleship, is, in my judgment, to sin 
against these Christians,and consequently 
to sin against Christ. I dare not take part 
in a combination to treat in this manner 
the least of all those whom he will ac- 
knowledge at the last day as his brethren. 

You require from those whom you 
summon to your intended general meet- 
ing something less than you believe to 
be evidence of acceptance with God, 
and something more. You have as- 
sented to the adoption of a creed as 
the test of admission. The belief of 
that creed neither you nor I regard as 
justifying faith. The acknowledgment 
of that creed is not, in your own judg- 
ment, any proof of vital religion. On 
the other hand, you are fully persuaded 
that there are genuine Christians whom 
that creed will exclude. Is it not just, 
then, to say that your union is not 
catholic, in the good sense of that term, 
but sectarian? The union of ten sects 
to the exclusion of one, is as sectarian 
in principle, as the union of two to 
the exclusion of ten. Nay, the more 
extensive the combination, the more 
invidious the exclusion. To say in any’ 
large company of an individual, I shall 
be glad to see all at my house but him, 
is much more disrespectful towards him 
in appearance, than to invite two or 
three, and pass by the remainder. So 
to say, We will meet as Christians, but 
we do not invite to this Christian meet- 
ing any persons who do not believe the 
divine institution of the Christian minis- 
try and the authority and perpetuity of 
the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s 
supper, is to inflict a greater stigma 
on the pious persons who do not believe 
these doctrines, than it would be to say, 
We do not invite any that differ at all 
from the Westminster Confession. I 
cannot perceive that your proposed alli- 


ance rests on any principle. That ex- 
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tensive union that requires subscription 
to the creed of Pope Pius IV. as the 
basis of admission, stands on a princi- 
ple; a union that would be open to all 
who belong to Christ would stand on a 
principle ; but a union founded on the 
profession of the eight truths you have 
selected, seems to me to stand on no 
principle whatever. 

You will not allege, dear brethren, 
that the clauses of your creed which 
designedly exclude some classes of Chris- 
tians are of paramount importance. They 
may be so in the estimation of some of 
your colleagues, but they are not so in 
yours, You will agree with me in think- 
ing that to deny the perpetuity of bap- 
tism is not a greater error than to 
administer it to those for whom it was 
not intended, and pervert it from its 
original design. The baneful effects 
of its administration to unconscious 
infants are far greater than those of 
its disuse, especially when followed by 
such representations of its efficacy as 
every man makes who uses the common 
prayer-hook. 

But you will probably say that 
it is not precisely the union you 
would prefer, but that it is an approxi- 
mation to it too valuable to be dis- 
regarded. I see in it, however, or think 
T see, a new source of discord, and the 
establishment. of a new caste among 
Christians. It does not honour those 
whom you receive to your fellowship so 
pointedly as it dishonours those whom 
you reject. It is a proposal for a union 
so divested of the great charm of union, 
so inadequate to the accomplishment of 
those purposes which it is supposed a 
universal union of true Christians would 


answer, so little corresponding with the 
arguments by which Christian union’ 


has been advocated, so fraught with 
matter for contention “respecting the 
enlargement or Yestriction of ‘its creed, 
80 mee Ne ste: risible y 
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gard it as deserving of support. With- 
out surrendering the convictions of a 
quarter of a century, I cannot consent 
to form part of a union, the basis of 
which is to be the acknowledgment of 
any uninspired creed, let that creed be 
as unobjectionable as it may. I love 
my fellow-christians of every denomina- 
tion, but I cannot consent to declare 
virtually that the reason why I love 
them, or why I am willing to unite 
with them, is that they hold the eight 
particulars, the confession of which is 
the condition of entrance into this 
association. I cannot, with a good 
conscience, enter into an alliance, the 
ostensible object of which is to exhibit, 
as far as practicable, the essential unity 
of the church of Christ, but which by 
its constitution brands any portion of 
that church as unsuitable to be included 
in its fraternal embrace, thus fixing 
upon good men a new and peculiar. 
stigma. 

It may perhaps be said that all this 
proceeds on the supposition that that 
which is only provisional will be per- 
manent. All that is objectionable in. 
these respects, you will perhaps tell me,. 
may be rectified in August. It might 
be sufficient to reply, that it is with 
the project as presented to us by its 
advocates that we have to do; it is on 
their published propositions that we 
must form our judgment, and it would 
be very unsafe to unite in the enterprise 
under the expectation that its basis will 
be changed, or so modified as to meet 
our objections, I must, however, invoke 
your candour, while I proceed to express 
my conviction, that no organization 
whatever for the promotion of the ob- 


jects that you. have in view, could be 


free from pernicious tendencies, ‘Admit. — 
ee: 


PROPOSED EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. 


Christ,” I cannot divest myself of the 
fear that a society—especially a large 
society—for these oxpress purposes, will 
be productive of great evil. Bear with 
me, dear brethren; you, I know, are 
advocates for the open profession- of 
honest convictions, and you are more 
likely than most men to understand my 
meaning. I could not expect that either 
episcopalians or presbyterians, or Wes- 
leyans, however intelligent and pious, 
could enter into my views : their princi- 
ples and habits incline them to look 
favourably on large combinations, ex- 
ercising collectively a controlling in- 
fluence over their constituent parts. 
But you do not approve of Convocations, 
General Assemblies, and Conferences : 
you, like myself, set a high value on 
that freedom of thought and action, 
subject only to the authority of Christ, 
which our churches and their ministers 
enjoy. Now it appears to me, after 
much reflection, that if your proposed 
alliance, or any other alliance for the 
some purpose, should become extensive 
and powerful, it will interfere with our 
‘personal independence, and will be the 
most formidable antagonist of the pro- 
mulgation of unpopular truths, and the 
removal of prevalent mistakes, that the 


_ protestant world has ever seen. These 


apprehensions you will probably regard 
as visionary; but you will admit, that if 
I sincerely entertain them, I am bound 
to refrain from re in your 
proceedings. 

If I could believe that! in the differ- 
ences of opinion that exist among good 
men truth lay with the majority; if I 
thought that in the questions that 
agitate the church the right side 
was uniformly the most popular, 


aay; views of the tendency of a con-| 
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are wrong, I am persuaded that con~ 
troversy, conducted in the spirit of 
meekness, is necessary, and that un- 
palatable truths ought to be spoken. 
But the tendency of an alliance of this 
nature is to discountenance controversy, 
to increase the reluctance of amiable 
men to utter truths that will be unwel- 
come, and to teach the many to turn 
away with indifference or disdain from 
the proffered instruction. A combina- 
tion for the promotion and display of 
unity cannot, in the nature of things, 
look with complacency on proceedings 
which tend to excite inquiry among 
those who tranquilly acquiesce in the 
popular belief. It has been found diffi- 
cult enough to preserve harmonious co- 
operation for benevolent and religious 
objects of a definite character, among 
persons of conflicting opinions on other 
subjects having no direct reference to 
that in which they were united ; but in 
a society expressly for the promotion 
and manifestation of unity the difficulty 
will be incomparably greater. Among 
the managers of a hospital it might be 
said, True, his religious principles are 
bad, but he is a good friend to the ~ 


hospital; in the committee of a Bible 


Society it might be said, True, he says: 
unwarrantable. things of our service 
book, but he is active in the distribu- 
tion of our bibles, and in the collection 
of funds which are used beneficially ; 
but who will say, True, his controversial 
works are irritating, and he is too fond 
of arguing against us, but he is a good 
friend of concord and unity? The © 
general opinion will be, that the man 
is not worthy to be recognized as a 

friend of unity, who is so zealous for ea 
peculiarities as to disturb society by 
urging them on unwilling auditors. 
—_— paces S paaeiines as ciate may, 
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truths. Its tendencies will, therefore, 
be unfavourable to the spread of those 
truths which are not generally acknow- 
ledged by its members. There are acting 
with you enlightened and liberal-minded 
clergymen of the established church. 
They are men greatly in advance of 
their contemporaries. When you claim 
the right of expressing freely your 
opinions on all subjects, they will see 
the propriety of your conduct, and say 
sincerely that this right must be recog- 
nized. You may make rules, with their 


full concurrence; and it shail be clearly | 


understood between them and you that 
freedom of speech and actiovi in refer- 
ence to the established church and its 
connexion with the state shall be 
deemed compatible with membership. 
But you will be deceived if you expect 
that therefore all who join you from 
their community will perceive the pro- 
priety of these rules, or regard the 
practical result of your liberty with 
equal complacence. 
your right will excite suspicion, and if 
you act upon it you will be regarded 
with coolness and distrust. You may 
be treated with politeness, but you will 
not be loved. It may be conceded that 
your conduct is consistent with the 
rule, but it will be secretly wished that 
you were not of the fraternity. It-will 
be ‘thought your course, if it consists 
with the letter of the regulations, is 
opposed to the spirit of the union. He 
who writes and speaks vigorously is 
generally thought by his opponents to 
write and speak offensively. If any one 


does so who is in the Alliance, it will be 


intimated to his friends that he goes 


too far, and that it is a pity that he 
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would be for the public good that they 
should use their influence to restrain 
him from courses which their gentleness 
and catholicity of feeling must cause 
them to disapprove. Some of his own 
denomination will indeed be among the 
first to blame him, it is probable, and to 
show their own superior candour by 
condemning his bigotry and. narrow- 
mindedness. No precautions can pre- _ 
vent this: you will do your utmost, I 
know, but human nature will prove too 
strong for you. : 
Think not that these are mere fancies 
that have gained possession of my mind. 


Others have expressed similar views 


who are influential in your committee, 
but who believe apparently that the 
advantages of union are so great as to 
compensate for some restraint upon the 
advocacy of our peculiarities. The 
respected baronet who has often been’ 
your chairman, said in a letter to the 
Patriot, a few days after the October 
conference at Liverpool, “ Evangelical 
churchmen wish to join us, but natur- 
ally feel pained at the same men who 
seek their connexion maintaining ameth- 
odical and severe attack upon an insti- 
tution of which they cannot as yet. 
doubt the expediency.” This was one 
of the three facts on which he founded: 
his exhortation, “ Let us try to promote — 
the postponement of the establishment 
question, at least until a fair trial shall 
have been: given to our efforts after 
union.” An estimable clerical member 
of your committee, the Rev. A. 8. Thel- 


wall, wrote at the same time thus:—— z 


Thad were to come sony fromsseth i 


PROPOSED EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. 


manner, to denounce all those points, 
on which those brethren respectively 
differ from me, as monstrous evils and 
abominations ; and should devote myself 
to the forming or working of a society, 
whose professed object was to put them 
all down, and root them out, as such,— 
I think my brethren would feel (and 
most justly) that such conduct was by 
no means consistent with the principles 
of brotherly love and union which were 
avowed at that meeting: they would 
have good reason to turn round upon 
me, and to say, Is this the voice or the 
conduct of a brother ?”— Now, I am 
neither an advocate for harsh language, 
ner a member of the Anti-State-Church 
Association ; but I see in this statement 
evidence of what the feeling of even the 
best members of the established church 
would be in an alliance for the express 
purpose of cultivating and manifesting 
unity, respecting attacks on their church, 
and of the subdued tone in which they 
would expect that truths involving 
hostility to it should be uttered, if 
uttered at all. Great stress has been 
laid on the manly declaration of Dr. Cox, 
that he could not agree to any com- 
promise, and especially that as a dis- 
senter he could not agree to give up 
aggressive movements against a system 
which he utterly disapproved ; but 
though his sentiments were acceded 
to by one or two clergymen that fol- 
lowed him, other zealous advocates of 
the Alliance repudiated them entirely. 
One of them commented on his lan- 
guage thus:—“Some men will med- 
die with every thing, and in most 
cases what they meddle with they mar. 
- But it would be showing far too much, 
—a most unreasonable respect to a sort 
of dogged stupidity or folly, to allow it 
to sink a scheme of wide-spread useful- 
: ess, which, notwithstanding extreme 

most formidable difficulties, is seek- 

or establishment. Dr. Cox expressed 


— 


e such and such was his opinion. We 
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concede to our venerable correspondent, 
it is an unscriptural and antichristian 
opinion ; but whether in such a case 
the speaker should have been dealt with 
according to Proverbs xxvi. 4, or xxvi. 5, 
it is difficult to say.”—Accordingly, 
when the editor of the Christian’s Penny 
Magazine published an article on the 
established church that was deemed 
offensive, the Record expatiated on its 
tendency “to frustrate the designs and 
endeavours of the Committee for Chris- 
tian Union,” and called on the Congrega- 
tional Union, for the sake of the Alliance, 
to depose Dr. Campbell from his office : 
—‘“ We, therefore, implore the Congre- 
gational Union to separate themselves 
OFFICIALLY from Dr. Campbell and his 
magazine, to which, we may hope, they 
have inadvertently given their sanc- 
tion.” The Wesleyan paper, entitled The 
Watchman, thought this anexcellentsug- 
gestion; and seconded it, saying, “For our 
own part, we think the Record fully war- 
ranted in demanding that ‘the Congre- 
gational Union should separate them- 
selves officially’ from such mischievous 
attacks on another church. The move- 
ment for evangelical alliance is too 
precious a thing to be in any degree 
perilled through deference to the way- 
wardness of a head-strong individual.” 
The Record, indeed, tells both Dr. Cox 
and Dr. Campbell plainly, that: they 
belong to a class whose absence would 
be more agreeable than their company. 
“We do not know that-we can say more 
with good effect of Dr. Cox, Dr. Camp- 
bell, and other men on both sides, who — 
by ripping up old sores, and enkindling 
slumbering animosities, are taking the 
most cffectual means of rendering this 
attempt after union of non-effect. That 
there are multitudes of those, whom our 
readers know of old under the appella- 
tion of Political Dissenters, who are ar- 
ranging themselves anew for the most 
determined and sweeping assaults on 
the ptghlished ouiak we do not doubt. 
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There are men who can place their own 
fancies, ‘matters,’ at best, ‘of doubtful 
disputation’ on a par with the funda- 
mental verities of God’s word, and the 
essential interests of Christ’s kingdom. 
But the extensive alliance of men, for 
the most part of a better spirit and of 
nobler views, is probably the means 
above all others fitted to neutralize and 
render of non-effect the unbalanced and 
ambitious aim of such men, who, with 
‘the name of godliness on their lips, do 
every thing by their actions, fitted to 
root up some of its choicest fruits.” 
This last sentence is by no means the 
only intimation given in the Record—a 
journal supported by evangelical church- 
men — that a principal recommenda- 
tion of the Alliance is its tendency to 
‘check the anti-state-church movement. 
For example, twenty-six Manchester 
clergymen having objected to the All- 
ance, that pledged as they were to 
uphold the principle of a national 
establishment, they did not see how 
they could consistently “ strengthen the 
hands of men who declare on the very 
platform of the Alliance that they con- 
sider the anti-state-church principle as 
amongst the essentials of their Chris- 
tianity,” the Record answers, “The vast 
majority of those about to join the 
Alliance utterly repudiate such a princi- 
ple; and the effect of our accession to 
the union will be the weakening of so 
worldly a conception to the utmost.” 
‘Nor is it the Anti-State-Church Asso- 
ciation alone, or its leaders, whose free- 
dom of speech is deemed inconsistent 
with the Alliance by its friends. A few 
months ago, Mr. Jay published a sermon. 
A correspondent of the Record, evidently 
a mild, kind-hearted man, purchased it. 
He found in it compliments to the vor 
populi, which “must be peculiarly pleas- | « 
ing to aleveller, a democrat, and a revo- 
-Jutionist,’"—a ‘fling at the national 
church, temeay “one — a 
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places are not reared or supported by 
parliamentary grants, &c. We should 
grieve if any were forcibly coerced to 
contribute for our use.” He reminds 


| Mr. Jay, therefore, that Matthew Henry 


and other pious nonconformists “ never 
stooped to excite a spirit of disloyalty 
to the state, or ofj aversion to the 
national church,” and sends a series of 
extracts to the Record; and all this be- 
cause, “In constructing so noble a 
Christian edifice as is proposed by the 
Evangelical Alliance, to ensure its dura- 
bility it seems necessary, in the first 
place, to examine well the nature of its 
materials, in order that the rough parts 
may be smoothed, and the sharp angles 
be rounded and polished, and the whole 
so framed together on the only sure foun- 
dation, that it may stand immoveable 
when the storms may. arise and the 
winds blow against it.” Again, Dr. 
Payne publishes a series of lectures on 
the Doctrine of Original Sin, which he 
had delivered in the Congregational 
Library ; it is reviewed in the Wesleyan 
Methodist Magazine ; and the investiga- 
tion of the subject is discountenanced 
on this principle :—“ Christian union is 
far more important, at the present time, 
than any attempts at the settlement of 
the questions in dispute between Cal- 
vinists and Arminians.” Once more; 
Dr. Archer had occasion to explain, a 
few weeks ago, in an evening paper, a 
statement respecting some of the Free 
Church ministers, having reference to 
the Alliance, and in doing so to advert 
to its principles: he sets them forth in 
the following terms :—“ This allusion 
was connected with the assertion of two 
principles previously urged, viz., that in 
the union of the church we had no right 
to demand or to pete a sacri fice of 
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You are not responsible, dear brethren, 
for any of these statements; nor is your 
committee. You and they have carefully 
avoided, as far as I have had opportunity 
to know, every act and every phrase that 
could fairly be construed into a limita- 
tion of freedom of speech in matters 
not adverted to in your eight articles. 
But I adduce these instances to show 
that however ready the leading men in 
your provisional committee may be to 
concede all that we could desire, great 
numbers of those who intend to unite 
with you do not understand, and will 
never be made to believe, that any 
Christian union is worth having that 
leaves its members at liberty to assail 
their favourite principles and practices. 
I adduce these facts to illustrate and 
confirm my position that any such 
alliance must, in the nature of things, 
tend to restrain from the promulgation 
of opinions that are unpopular, and 
reckoned deleterious by the religious 
public. I feel certain that if you were 
now to write and speak, as Lhave known 


‘some of you to write and speak respect- 


ing the nature and effects of infant 
baptism, for example, some of the good 
men with whom you are acting would 
be surprised and displeased. The ten- 
dency of your alliance with them is to 
indispose you for such manifestations of 
unpalatable truth. Your strength of 
mind, firmness of principle, and clear 
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perception of the importance of the sub- 
ject in its bearings on the purity and 
efficiency of Christ’s kingdom, may be 
sufficient to neutralize this tendency ; 
but I should dread the effect of your 
circumstances on inferior men. I dare 
not trust myself in your position. I 
have been accustomed to unite, as an 
individual, with fellow-christians of 
many denominations. I can co-operate 
with them cheerfully in societies for 
the promotion of many objects ; but if I 
were to join with them in a society for 
the promotion and manifestation of 
unity, I should feel that courses which 
I deem myself bound to pursue, would 
appear to my associates to be directly 
adapted to frustrate the objects for 
which we were combined ; I could not 
bear the imputation that I was acting 
an insincere and inconsistent part, and 
I should soon. either withdraw myself 
from the confederacy, or abstain from 
those overt acts which were naturally 
thought to be incompatible with that 
unity which it was designed to promote. 
My duty to the union, and my duty to 
Christ, would seem to clash; and what- 
ever it might be to others, it would be 
to me a scene of perplexity and tempta- 
tion, into which I cannot venture. 


I am, my dear brethren, 


Yours very cordially, 


A FELLOW-HELPER TO THE TRUTH. 


A HINT TO LEGISLATORS. — 


How much better would it have been 
for mankind if the sentiments expressed 
on one occasion by Edmund Burke had 
been written on the hearts of all princes 
and people! They are sentiments dis- 
tinctly taught in holy writ, and abun- 


dantly illustrated in the history of 
nations. 
- creatures,” said Burke, “who in the 


“Oh the folly of us poor 
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midst of our distresses or our escapes, 
are ready to claw or caress one another 
upon matters that so seldom depend on 
our wisdom, or our weakness, or our 
good or evil conduct towards each 
other. An untimely shower, or an un- 
seasonable drought; a frost too long* 
continued, or too suddenly broken up 
with rain and tempest; the blight of 

ees < 2¥ : 


286 FAMILY BIBLE READING FOR MAY. 


the spring or the smut of the harvest, | and discountenance fraud, it is all that 
will do more to cause the distress of the | they have to do. In other respects, the 
belly than all the contrivances of all | less they meddle with these affairs the 
statesmen can do to relieve it. Let! better; the rest is in the hands of our 
government protect and encourage in- | Master and theirs.” 

dustry, secure property, repress violence, 
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REVIEWS, 


An Introduction to the Critical Study and 
Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. By 
Tuomas Hanrtwevt Horne, B. D, of Saint 
John’s College, Cambridge ; D.D. of Wash- 

* ington College, Hartford, Connecticut, and 
of the University of Pennsylvania ; Rector 
of the United Parishes of Saint Edmund 
the King and Martyr and Saint Nicholas 
Acons, Lombard Street ; Prebendary of 
Saint Paul’s. Ninth Edition, corrected and 
enlarged. Illustrated with Numerous Maps 
and Facsimiles of Biblical Manuscripts. 
London: 1846. Five Volumes, octavo. 
Price 63s., cloth, 


Supplementary Pages to the Seventh and Eighth 
Editions of an Introduction to the Critical 
Study and Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. 
By Tuomas Harntwett Horne, B.D., &c., 
&c. London: Longman and Co. 1846, 
8vo. pp. 42. 


THERE was a time when the author, 
as he tells us, “had no friend to assist 
his studies, or remove his doubts, nor 
any means of procuring critical works.” 
Some of our readers can sympathize 
with him,-having been in similar cir- 
cumstances. He had, however, an ardent- 
desire for the acquisition of knowledge, 
and great industry, — qualities which 

-are more valuable to a student than any 
external advantages. Divine providence 
placed in his hands a list of eminent 
foreign biblical critics, and thus directed 
him to sources of information of the 
kind for which he was earnestly seek- 
ing. He resolved to procure such of 
them as his limited means would allow. 
He did so; found satisfaction in their 
perusal, and laid before the public the 
result of his inquiries. He continued 
his investigations, and added to his 
book. He devoted himself to it with 
unceasing endeavours to render each 
subsequent edition more perfect than 
its predecessor ; and now, at the end of 
forty-six years from the commencement 
of his researches, we have the result 


ore us in five closely printed volumes, | 


tion and assistance than from any other 
single work in the English language. 
With one or other of the editions 
many of our readers are familiar ; but 
there are probably some who are not 
acquainted with their merits. We take 
the opportunity afforded by the publica- 
tion of some further improvements, to 
give a general view of the work, partly 
with the hope of leading some heads of 
families to render it accessible to the 
objects of their parental care; partly for 
the sake of recommending it to young 
men as one of the best preparatives for 
the stormy times which we anticipate ; 
but principally, under the persuasion 
that some Christians, attached to their 
pastor and anxious to strengthen his 
hands, will be induced to ascertain 
whether it is in his possession or not, 
and if it be not, to take such measures 
as circumstances may dictate, to secure 
to him a treasure which they may be 
quite sure will be acceptable, and which 
will be also indirectly beneficial to his 
hearers. : 
The design of the first volume is to 
vindicate the holy scriptures, as we 
possess them, from the objections of 
unbelievers of every class. The princi- 
pal topics.are, the possibility, proba- 
bility, and necessity of a divine revela- 
tion,—the genuineness, authenticity, 
and uncorrupted preservation of the 
Old and New Testaments,—the credi- 
bility of their contents, as illustrated 
by history, coins, medals, and marbles, 
—and their divine authority as proved. 
by miracles, prophecies, and the internal 
evidences of their inspiration. te. 
The second volume is on the criticism. _ 
and interpretation of scripture. Here a 
field for inquiry, less trodden and very ~ 
fertile, is explored. After an intro- 
ductory chapter on the Hebrew, Greek; 
and cognate languages, the critical 
history of the sacred text is laid open, 
and manuscripts, recensions, divisions, 
and ancient versions are treated of with 
much accuracy and erudition. Here 
the reader will learn how much a 


& 
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reading may be ascertained. Here there 
are some valuable sections on the quota- 
tions from the Old Testament in the 
New—a subject that is often exceed- 
ingly perplexing to an inquirer—in one 
of which the Hebrew of the Old Testa- 
ment, the Greek of the Septuagint, and 
the quotation in the apostolic Greek, are 
given in parallel columns. These are 
subsequently classified, as exactly agree- 
ing with the Hebrew, nearly agreeing 
with the Hebrew, differing from the 
Hebrew but agreeing with the Septu- 
agint, agreeing in sense but not in 
words, &c., dec. The general principles 
of interpretation are then laid down ; 
rules being given for ascertaining the 
meaning of words, and of their com- 
binations ; the use of metonymies, 
metaphors, allegories, parables, and 
other species of figurative language 
being explained, with the peculiarities 
of Hebrew poetry. Rules are given for 
the interpretation of types, prophecies, 
promises, and threatenings ; and the 
seeming contradictions in historical pas- 
sages, in chronology, in the fulfilment of 
prophecies, in doctrines, in morals, and 
the philosophical difficulties connected 
with them, are largely discussed. 

A Summary of Biblical Geography 
and Antiquities occupies the third 
volume. An account of the climate, 
seasons, physical appearance, produc- 
tions, and history of Palestine, is suc- 
ceeded by dissertations on the forms of 
government that prevailed among the 
Jews in different ages, their criminal 
law, punishments, taxes, genealogies, 
treaties, and contracts, with both Jew- 
ish and Roman courts of judicature, 
modes of computing time, and military 
discipline. These are followed by com- 
prehensive views of their sacred places, 
sacred persons, sacred things, sacred 
times and seasons, sacred obligations 
and duties,—every thing pertaining to 
their ritual, and to the corruptions that 
prevailed among them at different eras ; 
and these by their domestic antiquities, 
in reference to dwellings, dress, mar- 
riage, children, servants, occupations, 
as diseases, treatment of the dead, 
an tpl 
_ work is completed by copious indexes, 
chronological, historical, biographical, 
“and geographical’ “= 


“nearly fills the fourth volume; each 


literature, science, commerce, amuse- 


ilar subjects. This portion of 


f cal re. > 
_An analysis of the books of scripture | val 
k, both of the Old Testament and 


the New, being treated of separately. 
Then follow an index of the symbolical 
language of scripture, an index of 
matters contained in the first, second, 
and fourth volumes, and an index of the 
principal texts illustrated. 

The preparation of the fifth volume 
must have cost the author a large ex- 
penditure both of time and money. It 
is an expansion of what in the early 
editions was a mere appendix to the 
second yolume, consisting of biblio- 
graphical notices. If we say that 
above eighty of the most remarkable 
editions of the Greek Testament are 
critically described in it, and that in- 
formation is given in like manner 
respecting polyglotts, Hebrew bibles, 
ancient versions, and modern versions 
in foreign languages, we shall give some 
notion, perhaps, of the great value of 
one of its departments. To this must 
be added, however, that there are de-- 
scriptive catalogues of an immense num- 
ber of lexicons, grammars, concordances, 
commentaries, introductions, and trea- 
tises on the sacred text on the versions, 
on interpretation, on antiquities, and on 
almost every other subject connected 
with biblical literature. In many cases, 


the author gives his own opinion of | 


these works: in others, he cites the 
opinions of respectable critics. <A 
bibliographical index concludes the 
whole. 5 

The edition of this work with which 
we are most familiar is the third, which 
we purchased in the_year 1824, parting 
at the same time with the second, which 
was decidedly inferior to it. In an ad- 
vertisement prefixed, the author then 
stated, that it was not his intention to 


print any further supplements or addi-_ 


tions. We have, however, often regretted, 
when using it, that some sections were 
less ample than they should have been 
to correspond with others, and that the 
arrangement was not, in all cases, the 
best that could have been adopted. We 


gladly. recognize in the copy now before. 


us a great improvement in both respects. 
Intervening editions have exhibited pro- 


gress towards completeness, but till now 
attained. The supplementary pages, — 


it could hardly be said to 


now issued for the use of the | 
of the seventh and eighth ec 
incorporated in the 

ble matter 
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great number of smaller additions have 
also been made in different sections. 
Averse, as we are known to be, to the 
principles on which established churches 
are founded, and especially to some that 
are embodied in the church of England, 
there are two or three facts connected 
with this publication that we think it 
but fair to mention. The first is that 
the author, not having studied at any 
university or college, was admitted into 
the ministry in consequence of this pro- 
duction, soon after its first appearance, 
by Dr. Howley, then bishop of London ; 
the second, that Dr. Howley, as arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, conferred on the 
learned and laborious author his present 
_ benefice ; and the third, that the work 
itself is remarkably free from any traces 
of a sectarian spirit. Phraseology that 
we should not use, but which is current 
in the community to which the author 
belongs, occurs in some instances ; but 


we do not remember any token of cul- 
pable partiality or a sinister purpose. 
On the contrary, Dr. Hartwell Horne 
has shown in these volumes an exten- 
sive acquaintance with the writings of 
learned men of other communities, a wil- 
lingness on all suitable occasions to quote 
them, and, in his criticisms, a freeness 
from prejudice, which deserve to be 
noticed and honoured wherever they 
are found. 


The Life of Joseph and the Last Years of | 

Jacob. A Book for Youth and for Age. 

_ By Raten ‘Warpiaw, D.D. Glasgow: 
~~ 12mo. pp. xii, 413. 


Tur state of religious knowledge 
-among mankind during the patriarchal 
age, is a topic of interesting inquiry. 
Though God was pleased to separate to 
his own service one particular family, 
and constitute them the depositaries of 
z his revealed will, it does not hence 
follow that the rest of the world were 
__ lefé entirely destitute of divine truth. 
£ In the short account of Genesis there 


me 


dwelt in Arabia be just, it is perfectly 
clear that he and his friends acknow- 
ledged the spirituality of God and the 
righteousness of his providence. From 
several passages in that book it appears 
that revelations of the divine will were 
not at that time considered as uncom- 
mon among men. 

The generality of mankind, however, 
were not disposed to make a proper use 
of that revelation which they enjoyed. 
Communications from God, therefore, 
were chiefly confined to Abraham and 
the favoured line of his posterity. With 
them God held frequent correspondence, 
and gave them promises, each more 
extensive than the preceding. He emi- 
nently blessed Isaac, and renewed. to 
him the promise made to Abraham. He 
conversed with Jacob, engaged to be 
with him in all places whither he went, 
and repeated to him the promise of the 
land of Canaan, together with the grand 
promise, that in him and his seed should 
all the nations of the earth be blessed. 
God gave these patriarchs a portion of 
temporal blessings as-the earnest of 
spiritual blessings. By immediate re- 
wards he led them to expect future 
rewards. Hrom the general hope which 
they had of future redemption, they 
must have been sensible that the blood 
of bulls and goats could not take away 
sin; and they must have known that 
their sacrifices, prayers, and praises 
could be accepted by God only as 


offered by faith. From the eleventh 


chapter of Hebrews we learn that they 
looked for a heavenly country, and 


understood the promises they embraced 


as including a promise of deliverance. 
They were firm believers in the pro- 
mises of God. Under less clear dis- 
coveries of the divine will they embraced 
the same hope as Christians do. Their 
dependence was placed on the mercy 


of God promised through a future De- _ 


liverer, who, in the fulness of time, was 
to appear on the earth. Our depen- 


dence is placed on the same mercy 

promised through the same Redeemer, — 
having been already manifested in the 
world ; theirs by an appointed mode of _ 
worship suited to their expectation of 
| his appearance, ours by a more se ee 


a 
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To preserve and to perpetuate these | 


elevated hopes which animated the 
pious patriarchs, God separated to him- 
self the family of Jacob from all other 
nations, and in subserviency to this 
design, a most remarkable event took 
place in the divine conduct towards 
that family. God removed them into 
Egypt, at that period the most polished 
and the most celebrated nation of the 
earth. “It is hard to conceive,” says 
the learned Jacob Bryant, “where they 


could have lived so sequestered, unless | 
they had been removed into some deso- | 


late country, which yet would have been 
utterly inconsistent with the principal 
design of their separation. For as they 
were separated, not merely for their 
own sake, but also for the conveyance 
and propagation of true religion, it was 
therefore necessary, for the benefit of 
the world, that they should be seen, 
known, and observed by the several 
people around them. The land of 
Goshen was in every respect suited to 
this purpose—a land where they might 
live distinct by themselyes and yet 
daily converse with the most enlight- 
ened part of the world—a land from 
which the shepherd kings and their 
‘subjects, that is, the Cushite shepherds, 
had been lately expelled, and therefore 
exceedingly well adapted for the recep- 
tion of shepherds again.” Jacob’s be- 
loved son Joseph was permitted to be 
carried into Egypt as a bond servant. 
A slave in a strange country must ap- 


pear to human view a very unpromising | 


instrument of success in a matter of 
such importance. But the lower his 
condition was at first, the better it 
served to illustrate the interposals of 
divine providence in the several stages 
of his advancement afterwards. For 
the hand of God is visible in every step, 
and his wonders enter into almost every 
transaction. 


| him. 
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The history of Joseph is undoubtedly 
one of the most interesting narratives 
recorded in the word of God. It is, 
perhaps, unequalled for displaying the 
yarious workings of the human mind, 
and the providence of God in making 
use of them for the accomplishment of 
his own purposes. It shows us true 
piety, resisting the allurements of temp- 
tation and supporting the pressures of 
affliction. It teaches us that the faith- 
ful servants of the Most High will not 
be forsaken by the Almighty, and that 
whether they be in a prison or a palace 
God is sufficient for those who honour 
It is, as Dr. Wardlaw observes, 
adapted especially, though not exclu-- 
sively, for the young. “ What,” says he, 
“is the period of life ? what the caste of 
profession ? what the class of character 
for which this narrative does not con- 
tain profitable material? Of it, as of the 
tree of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, it may 
be truly said, in it is meat for all.” 

The volume consists of thirteen ex- 
pository lectures, and is eminently prac- 
tical. It was no part of the author’s 
design to enter upon points of critical 
curiosity, and from all such matters he 
carefully abstains even to a fault. His 
design was to bring out those lessons of 
wisdom and piety which the narrative 
embodies. This he has done with 
admirable ease and perspicuity. Every 
page is marked by wise observations, 
and inculcates some just sentiment or 
right principle. He has adopted the 
rational and common sense mode of 
interpretation, not finding typical ana- 
logies and mystical meanings where 
none were designed, but considering 
that the one legitimate object of all 
investigation of the scriptures is to find, 
and of all exposition of the scriptures 
to unfold, what the Holy Spirit of 
God intended in every portion of them 
to convey. ! 


es 
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Cure Romane. Notes on the Epistle to the, its favour. It announces that the und 4 


_ Romans, with a Revised Translation, By 

_ W. Watrorp, Prof. Enmerit. Minister 
eed Congregational Church at the Old 

_ Meeting House in Uxbridge. London: 16mo. 
pp. viii. 268, Price 4s, 6d, i 

The address to the reader prefixed i this 


_ work is admirably adapted to prepossess | im in 


originated in the author’s conviction 

though he had attentively co 

the most eminent commentaries o 

he was far from understanding it; 

deavoured, therefore, to lay aside 

conceptions of its meaning, and investiga 
he 3 


independently ; _ 
ing in the 


BRIEF NOTICES, 


expositions, and studying, in relation to the 
undertaking, only the Greek Testament, with 
occasional references to the Hebrew Bible, and 
the Septuagint. It is matter of congratulation 
both to himself and others, that proceeding in 
this course, his translation does not differ very 
materialiy from those which have established 
themselves in the good opinion of the Christian 
churches, He has, however, in our view, been 
eminently successful in bringing out a faithful 
and clear version of this invaluable portion of 
the inspired oracles. We have never before 
seen a translation that on the whole has pleased 
us so. well, It is more close and perspicuous 
than that of Moses Stuart, to which it bears a 
nearer resemblance than to any other with 
which we are acquainted. In some cases, there 
would perhaps have been improvement, if the 
author had, after completing his task, compared 
the results of his own labour with those of some 
of the eminent men who have published theirs 
within the last few years: there might have 
been disadvantages, however, even in this. In 
the notes, those which are strictly expository 
have afforded us great pleasure ; in those which 
are more discursive, we haye sometimes thought 
that he was influenced by a systematic theology 
which he could not dismiss from his memory, 
rather more than the apostle Paul would 
approve, if he were one of his readers, Never- 
theless, the systematic theology itself is of a 
good kind, decidedly recognizing the sovereignty 
of divine grace in conjunction with the equity 
of the divine government, and equally remote 
from Arminian errors as from the hasty deduc- 
tions which many writers have made from 
sounder principles. ‘To both the learned and 
the unlearned among our readers we recom- 
mend the book very cordially. 


Notes, Explanatory and Practical, on the Epis- 
tles of Paul to the Thessalonians, to Timothy, 
to Titus, and to Philemon. By AUBERT 
Barnes, Reprinted verbatim from the Ameri- 
can Edition, London; 12mo, pp. 390. 
Price 3s, 


_ The expository works of Mr, Barnes are 
among the most valuable importations that we 
have received from the United States since the 
Declaration of Independence. The present 
volume hag the recommendation of relating to 

a portion of the apostolic writings on which 
fewer commentaries have been published-than 
on most others, An advertisement is prefixed 
to it, also, by Mr. Cobbin, which mentions three 
facts that afford us pleasure and will interest 
many of our readers, ‘The first is, that, Mr. 

- Barnes is now only in his forty-seventh year, 
so that we may hope that he will be permitted 
to extend the series of Notes-on detached parts 
of scripture that he has commenced ; the second, 
that Mr, Cobbin vouches for the faithfulness 
and completeness of the transcript from the 


erican edition; and the third, that the | 


ublishers intend to reprint the whole of Mr. 


le. , 
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Elisha, From the German of Dr. F, W, 
KrumMacuer, Author of Elijah the Tish- 
bite. Part IIT, Revised. London: 12mo, 
pp- 2388, Price 3s, Cloth. 


Many of our readers, doubtless, are acquainted 
with the previous volumes of this work, The first 
was published by the Tract Society in 1838, ang 
the second in 1845. The ingenuity that per- 
vades the former portions is equally displayed 
in this, in which the latter part of the history 
of Elisha and his-contemporaries is treated of in 
a manner exceedingly pleasing, novel, and in- 
structive. It will be an excellent book for 
family perusal, not only illustrating one section 
of the inspired volume, but also tending to 
recommend the study of scripture history, in 
general, to its readers. 


A Doctrinal, Experimental, and Practical 
Treatise on Effectual Calling. By James 
Foorr, A.M, Minister of the Free East 
Church, Aberdeen ; Author of “ Lectures on 
Luke,” &c, Edinburgh: Johnstone, 24mo, 
pp- 208. 


This is a regular and systematic treatise on 
Effectual Calling; that is, on the call of the 
gospel, which has the intended effect—the invi- 
tation, which is accepted. The author treats 
of the general nature of effectual calling—its 
author—its means—the particular view given of 
it in the shorter catechism as consisting in con- 
viction, illumination, regeneration, faith—its 
chief properties—the privilege and duty of 
believers’ making their calling and election 
sure—subjects of thought, the serious consider- 
ation of which should lead to the cordial and 
eager acceptance of the gompal call—and he con- 
cludes with addresses to different classes of per- 
sons, both of those who are effectually called, 
and of those who are not. These topics the 
author illustrates with clearness and enforces 
with vigour, He writes in plain-but forcible 
language, and uses the words of truth and 
soberness, like aman in earnest, fully im- 


pressed with the importance of his subject and 


exceedingly desirous that his readers should 
reap real and lasting benefit from what he has 
written. He reasons and tenderly expostulates 
with them, placing before them the deepest and 
the most simple, the most awakening, and the 
most encouraging views of effectual calling. To 
the thoughtful and to the eareless we cordially 
recommend this little volume, as well adapted 
to awaken the one, and to instruct and encourage 
the other. 


: =§ be 

Moral Heroism; or, The Trials and Triumphs 
of the Great and Good. By Cuara Lucas 
Batrour. London: 16mo. pp. 368. Price 


3s. 6d. Cloth, ee 
The design of this work is excellent, and its 


to read it, and seniors may gain from i 
pleasure and profit, It is intended to ree! 
erroneous notions of heroism that hav. 
‘among mankind ae the times of w 


wrote to the date of the le 


| introductory conversati 


execution admirable, All young persons ought = 
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chapters containing well written biographical 
illustrations of genuine heroism as displayed in 
alleviating the miseries of others; removing 
ignorance and poverty; the conquest of self; 
planting colonies, making laws, and teaching 
Christianity ; bearing poverty and practising 
self-culture under adverse circumstances ; ad- 
vancing the interests of science; enduring dis- 
appointment ; suffering personal affliction ; 
faithfully admonishing the great ; and in the 
ordinary pursuits of life, The leading facts in 
the lives of Howard, Oberlin, Bunyan, Williams, 
Moffat, Linncus, Brindley, Davy, Clarkson, 
Baxter, and many other eminent persons, male 
and female, are brought in and rendered sub- 
servient to the author’s purpose. Had the 
principles of this book been generally received, 
O how differently would the history of the 
human race have read, from the representations 
“now made in faithful records! We cannot mend 
the past; but it is in our power to do some- 
thing for the future. 


The History of France. In Two Volumes, 
London: 18mo, pp. 468, 485. Price 5s, 6d. 
Cloth. 


In no department of the Religious Tract 
Society’s labours do we wish it success more 
cordially than in its endeavours to purify and 
reform general history. History, when written 
in the spirit of infidelity, Romanism, or mere 
formal protestantism, is a specious delusion, 
fraught with danger to the civil and. religious 
welfare of mankind, Yet it is in one or other 
of these ways that it has usually been written 
during the last fourteen centuries, and that it is 
‘read and treasured up in the mind by most of 
our contemporaries. The history of France, in 
particular, has been generally perverted, like 
_the arms of France, to the injury of mankind, 
Christian parents will do well to place these 
volumes, therefore, in the hands of youth, care 
having been taken to exclude from them every 
thing of a pernicious tendency, and to narrate 
the facts relating to the history of that power- 
ful kingdom in such a manner as might con- 


duce to their leaving a good impression on the | 


heart, 


The Believer’®~Mortification of Sin by the 
a (First published in the year 1677), 
' To which is added, an Essay on Hypocrisy. 
By AwexanpeR CarmicuatL, V.D.M. 
With a Preface, by the Rev. W. K. Tweevrn. 
_ Edinburgh: Kennedy, 12mo, pp. xii. 246, 


It is a good sign in any community when 
_ there is a sufficient demand for such works as 
this to encourge their republication. The 
author was one of the many learned and devout 
‘ministers who suffered severe persecution for 
the tr sake in Scotland, during the melan- 


ually from his native land, he 
n exile, T’ i 


-that, instead of calling upon the faith’ 


he second Charles. Being 
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A Letter to his Holiness Pope Gregory XVI. 
By the Rev. Horace Busuneur, D.D., 
United States. London: Ward and Co. 
Svo. pp. 24. 


Dr. Bushnell, who belongs to the Christian 
Alliance—a society organized three years ago 
in the United States, the object and aim of 
which are declared in its second article to be, 
“to promote religious freedom and to diffuse 
religious knowledge in Italy and other papal 
countries ”—having recently visited Rome, has 
addressed to the pope some observations on 
what he has seen and heard there, which deserve 
general perusal. He protests against the dis- 
honour done to religion by the kind of civil 
government the pope maintains in connexion 
with his spiritual office, comments upon the 
current opinions and worship sanctioned by the _ 
professed successor of Peter, proposes that the 
questions between Romanists and protestants 
should be submitted to the open trial of truth 
in the field of religious liberty, and sngaenta 

ul. to 
pray for the conversion of England, that they 
should be summoned to pray that the pope and 
all Christians may be guided into the truth, 
whatever it is, and then embrace each other in 
a durable fraternity. Protestants, the author 
assures him, will joyfully meet the summons, 
“and a spectacle shall be offered, at which the 
world, and possibly, other worlds may gaze— 
all the divided, clashing hosts of Christendom 
bowed together before God, asking for the truth 
that shall end their disagreements, and make 
them one for ever,” Of course, Dr. Bushnell 
must be aware that the pope would be renounc- 
ing the claims of his church to infallibility by 
acceding to this proposition ; but the manner 
in which he puts it, and the facts he adduces, 
will produce a beneficial impression, we doubt 
not, on the minds of many readers both in 
Europe and America. 


An Exposition of the Laws of Conference 
Methodism ; as Enacted by the Conference in 
1835 ; proving them to be trary to the Con- 
cessions granted in 1797: in a Letter, Explana- 

_ tory, and Expostulatory to the Rev. William 
MM. Bunting. Containing the True Reasons of 
the Author's Separation from the Conference 
Connexion; and a Defence of the Wesleyan. 
Methodist Association. By the Rev. RoBERT 
Eexerr., Tandon Pearson. 8vo. pp. 64. 

_ This pamphlet was occasioned by transac- 
tions at the Liverpool Conference on Christian 
Union, by which Mr. Eckett considered himself 
called upon to set his own character and the 
proceedings of his friends in a just light before 
other sections of the church, “With 


gore 
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judgment on the merits of the case, we can at | Thirty-six Nonconformist Sonnets. By a Young 


all oe certify that his tone is calm and Englander, London : 12mo. pp. 48. Price 1s. 
moderate: These sonnets indicate poetical talent and 


; body important truth. They will not fail to 
The Dressmaker. A Prize Essay. By the ee tes J 
oe WME Ti ain Minister 6 of St. secure the admiration of all sonnet readers who 


- : : value the principles of nonconformity and love 
verge oc London: Aylott and | 4, cherish the recollection of such facts as are 
E Oy age associated with its history. 

- A prize of twenty guineas, offered by the : . 
Rfeocstion for the Aid and Benefit of Dies: I RAS oF ‘ Lives he = aes 
makers and Milliners, for the best essay “on Stone oe eee Spee ae tee ns 
the Moral and Physical Evils resulting from as se 
the present Long Hours of Work in the Dress- | _ In this small volume there are several pleas- 
making and Millinery Business, and on the | ing pieces, one of which we have placed on 
best Mode of Obviating the same,” was awarded | @ preceding page. 


to the author of this pamphlet. Some of ; ; : 
the facts recorded are very affecting; and Secon Re ce eae a 
the’ whole subject deserves the attention of bert a Se : "P et 


ladies, who might, by a little self-denial and} A well written tract, affording great encou- 
consideration, mitigate, if not prevent, the evils | ‘agement to visit persons who are drawing near 
that now exist, to death but are unacquainted with the Saviour, 
: and very suitable to be put into thehands of any 

The School Hand-Book to the Holy Bible, By | who are in such circumstances, but are able to 
. the Rev. Incram Coszin, M.A. With | read or to listen to the reading of others. 

Fifty Wood Engravings. London: Tegg. 

24mo, pp. 23. Cloth, gilt. , 


Lectures on the Pilgrim’s Progress and on the + 
Life and Times of John Bunyan, By the 
A miniature biblical cyclopdia, intended fev, GrorGeE Cuerver, D.D., of New 

especially for sabbath schools, but adapted for York. Glasgow: pp 326, Price Is, 6d. 

the young generally, and indeed for all who | 

have not access to larger and more costly 

works of the same nature, 


An edition at a lower price than any other 
we have seen that includes the-whole of Dr. 
Cheever’s popular lectures. It is uniform in 


i e with h dition of 
Early Grace Illustrated in the Memoir of Dain es He ace Mi ceo a 


David Tod. With Introductory Note, &c. 

By the Rev, S.C. Baker, B.A,, Curate of - : 

“St. Peter’s, Colchester, Hdinburgh: Ken- ; : " 
“nedy, 24mospp. 109, = _ RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


; ye pobved. 
Another addition to the large number of : approve a — 
interesting memoirs of pious youth, which never | . yee Voice aS ae uae oe ee : 
i j . | Sive Forms 0: ristianity. ¥ 
flo sesure the attention and ate well alu: | Sue opening of fe tnclotan Shana Gena: 
eeOnr : | By J. H. Merur D’Avsiene, D.D., Author of “ His- = 
families and Sunday schools, _— | tory of the’ Reformation in the Sixteenth Century.” 
= E : With a Prefatory Note, by the Rev. ANDREW THoM- 
The Way to Health, to Beauty, and to Happi- | SN, B.A. Edinburgh: Innes. 24mo. pp. 94. — 
ne “ce ” S poe enna ; Z 
onbate By Ee oe Fee of ” eR is Friendly International Addresses Recommended. 
_ the‘ KLE te View of Puseyism, ondon : | 4 Brief Narrative of the Origin and Early Progress 
Bartlett. 24mo. pp. 43. of an already Rapid Movement in the Cause of 
bo PS Sree as - fmi hi | National Arbitration, Unfettered Commerce, and 
. ‘The influence of that serenity of mind which | Universal Peace. Manchester: 16mo. pp. 16. 
= is connected with vital religion, on the health of as : 
the body and the aspect of the countenance, | The Celestial Railroad. By Natwanmey Haw- 
b L THORNE. Reprinted from the Baptist Magazine. 
Second Edition. London: pp. 16. Priceld. 
A Revived Ministry our only Hope for a Revived = a = 
Church, By one of the Least among the Brethren. 
Second Edition. London: 24mo. pp. 52.— Price 6d. 


Se 


on the Saviour’s 
y Father’s house 
be ee poe 


: Scripture Female Biography, for the Use of Scho 1 
By Evizaseta. London: Watson. 82m. pp 
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AMERICA. 
THE UNITED STATES AND OREGON. 

A well informed correspondent at New 
York, writes as follows: we are sure that 
all our-readers in this country reciprocate his 
peaceful desires :— 


Allow ‘me, as I have a moment’s leistire 
before the closing of the mail, to say one 
word in regard to the recent developments at 
Washington. I shall not be surprised if the 
news which goes out by the Hibernia occasion 

- a good deal of anxiety among the friends of 
peace on your side of the water. It is not, 
however, considered very alarming here. The 
president probably thought he owed it to 
himself and to the extreme party on the 
Oregon question, to be consistent with his 
message delivered at the opening of Congress, 
and so he sent the message of last week, 
uttering over again the same views. As for 
the debate which followed, and the great pro- 
jection of steamers, frigates, &c., it amounts 
to nothing. I have seldom known so marked 
an event to excite so little feeling. At the 
same time, I may say I am not without 
solicitude. I have no doubt that the people of 
the United States would compromise on the 
basis of forty-nine degrees, and that should 
the administration fail to effect a compromise 
on that parallel, Great Britain being willing to 

' make such a settlement, and a war to be the 

result, it would be vastly unpopular. On the 

other hand, should Great Britain insist on 

: more, and a war ensue, it would rally to the 
war standard all parties among us, and prove 
a most terrible conflict. We dre looking with 


_ President as to a compromise on forty-nine 
- degrees, and with equal anxiety to know the 
fe views of Her Majesty’s government on the 
= the same point. ‘The hopes of the friends of 
peace must have reference to these develop- 
- ments, and to effect a compromise on forty- 
nine 
power of general opinion touching this matter 
hould be brought to bear in all right ways 

1 governments. May God direct 


pt 


these two great nation 
e p oe 


much anxiety~to know the views of the 


degrees should be their great effort, The | 


of your rulers and of ours! A | 
18, speaking | 
g the same 


not very deeply interested in the Proposed 

Evangelical Alliance. Smarting under the 

injustice of our treatment by the American 

Bible Society, they look with distrust upon 

any union with pedobaptists. The Rev. 

Mr. Stow of Boston is deeply interested in 

the Alliance, and has been strongly urged to — 
attend, I think that the Rev. Mr. Church 
of Rockester, New York, will be present.” 


CANADA BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


_ The annual meeting of this society, at 
Montreal, was held, Feb. 5. The following 
is an abstract of the report presented on that 
occasion :— 


Missionary Operations. 


Your committee have enjoyed the privi- 
lege of rendering assistance to many churches 
which, but for the aid received by this society, 
would have been wholly or partially destitute 
of the regular ministration of the word and 
ordinances, 

Among the stations to which their atten- 
tion has been directed, Quebec occupies an ~* 
important place. When Mr. Landon left 
that city at the opening of the navigation, 
having laboured there throughout the winter, — 
greatly to the profit of the church, the pulpit 
was supptied by various ministers, chiefly 
from Montreal, till the month of October, 
when the arrival of the Rev. D. Marsh, 
formerly of Great Missenden, England, who — 
came to this province under the auspices of 
the Baptist Missionary Society, enabled your 
committee to provide for the dispensation of 
the gospel in Quebec in a manner more satis- 
factory to their views and feelings. Mr. 
Marsh’s ministry is highly acceptable to the — 
congregation, which is steadily increasing; a 
bible class has been formed; and the pros-— 

pects of usefulness are of a very encouraging 
| character, eens 

At Eaton, the Rev. A. tinue 

discharge the duties of 
patient perseveran 
out evidences of blessi 
m any 


ee 
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stations under his care present some en- 
couraging proofs of the benefits resulting 
from moral culture, while it cannot but be 
confessed that the amount of good accom- 
plished falls short of the wishes and expecta- 
tions of the people of God. In that neigh- 
bourhood the Millerite delusion has been 
productive of much mischief. The district 
occupied by this esteemed friend was so 
extensive, that it was considered advisable 
by the committee to comply with his repeated 
requests, and send him a coadjutor. Mr. Por- 
tertield, whose studies at the college were 
finished in May last, was selected for this 
service. He has preached in St. Armands, 
Dunham, and Sutton, and exerted himself 
laudably in establishing Sunday schools and 
bible classes; while Mr. Jersey occupies 
Stanbridge, together with Lower Falls, Wall- 
bridge’s Corner, and other places, still exer- 
cising a general superintendence over the 
whole district. 

Notwithstanding the reasons for depression 
to which the Rev. J. King feelingly alludes 
in his annual statement of his efforts during 
the year, recently received by the committee, 
it is gratifying to learn that the church of 
which he is pastor, meeting in the Rear of 
Chatham, has received an accession of thirteen 
members since the last annual meeting of the 
society. 

The hopes of the Gotimittee have not been 
realized with regard to Bytown. The few 
friends meeting for worship there have pur- 
chased a lot, with a house upon it, intending 
to erect a chapel at some future time, but it 
has been deemed expedient to suspend for 
the present the operations of the society in 
that town, and Mr. Dick, to whose care the 
station had been committed, is now engaged 
at Petite Nation, chiefly in educational 
oe 
_.. The Rev. Allan M‘Lean preaches at Osna- 

bruck and Cornwall, besides several out- 
Stations, At the last mentioned place con- 
siderable interest has been excited, and a 
new church formed. The Rev. F. Bosworth 
visited the station at the time of the formation 
of the church, and was much cheered by the 
manifest indications of the heavenly blessing. 
Eleven persons have been added to the 
church under Mr. M‘Lean’s care, and several 
others are under serious impressions. - 
Your committee refer with pleasure to the 
labours of the Rev. R, Boyd at Brockville. 

are many and great, The results can- 
e better narrated than in his own words: 
ve the year, through the blessing of 
souls have professed to be brought 
of he truth. Fi 

tof 


attendance is very good, and at some of 
which it is evident that the truth has been 
felt in its power. Our prayer-meetings have 
been of late well attended, and there is evi- 
dently an increase of liberality among the 
people, in regard to the support of the Lord’s 
cause.’ 

The church at Kingston is on the increase. 
In a letter Jately received from the Rev. A. 
Lorimer, it is stated that ten members have 
been added to it within the last few months, 
A vestry has been erected behind the chapel 
at a cost of £70, which sum has been raised 
by the congregation. - It is earnestiy hoped 
that Mr. Lorimer's labours will be still more 
extensively blessed, and that his ministry will 
be fully appreciated by the inhabitants of 
Kingston, 

Your committee are called upon to sympa- 
thize with the Rev. R. A. Fyfe of Toronto, 
who has to encounter difficulties peculiar to 
that station, and which would produce in 
many minds very disheartening effects. At 
the same time they rejoice that his labour is 
not in vain in the Lord. Souls have been 
converted under his ministry. The Sunday 
school, containing about 100 scholars, is going 
on well, The esteem and respect in which 
Mr. Fyfe is held by the Christians of other 
denominations in ‘loronto, cannot fail to en 
courage him. The committee fully concur in 
the sentiment expressed in Mr. fyfe’s last 
communication,—“* By the good hand of 
God, and by patient waiting upon him, we 
shall prosper.” ; 

The Rev. N. Bosworth, F.R.A.S., is 


stationed at Paris, By the blessing of God 


on his efforts the congregation has consider- 
ably increased; an evening service, established 


last fall, is well attended ; and a bible class 


has been formed, with which a prayer-meeting 
is connected, and which excites much interest 
among the young. 
build a house for their pastor next spring. 
The Niagara District next claims attention. 
When the corresponding secretaries visited 
Canada West last summer, they found that 
district in a state which appeared to them 
to require prompt and vigorous measures, __ 
Having introduced Mr. Hewson to St, 


Catherines, where he is now settled, they = 


engaged the services of the Rev. J. Vroo 
and the Rev. A. Cleghorn. Mr. Vrooman sup-— 
plies the church at Queenston, preaches at 
St. David’s, and performs the duties of pastor _ 
of the coloured church at Niagara, who have 


expressed in strong language their gratitude | 
for this arrangement, Mr. Cleghorn pr re 


amondville, ag oss and tl 


of these | j 


The people intend to— 


‘+ 
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for their accommodation, The committee 
trust that this desirable object may ere long 
be realized. Mr, Hewson is favoured with 
pleasing prospects at St. Catherines. Prayer- 
meetings have been established, two bible 
classes formed, eight persons admitted to the 
church, and a gratifying revival of active 
piety witnessed. May yet richer blessings 
be bestowed ! 

Assistance was rendered during the past 
year to Mr. W. Jackson, a coloured brother, 
who used his best endeavours to instruct the 
negroes resident in the Queen’s Bush; the 
engagement with him ceased in October last. 

Urgent applications for aid have been 
received from Oakland, Coburg, Brantford, 
Rawdon, and other places, but your com- 
mittee have been prevented by want of funds, 
from complying with the requests presented 
to them. ‘There are very many important 
stations in both parts of the province which 
ought to be occupied forthwith, if adequate 
funds could be provided. The expenditure 
of a few hundred pounds per annum in this 
object would be productive of incalculable 
benefits, by the blessing of God, to the waste 
places of Canada. - } 

The Rev. J. Elliott, who has been assisted 
by your society in conducting missionary la- 
bours in the Oxford District during these last 
four years, has relinquished his engagement. 
From a review of his efforts, contained in a 
letter lately forwarded to your committee, 
the following extract is taken :— 

“T have travelled upwards of seventeen 
thousand miles, I have tried to preach and to 
hold other meetings upwards of twelve hun- 
dred times, I have baptized eighty-seven 
persons upon a profession of their faith, and 
they. all united with the several churches 
where they were baptized, and all of them, 
but three, as far as I know, maintain a con- 
sistent Christian character. At one of the 
out-stations where I laboured, a_ baptist 
church is now planted, which numbers be- 
tween thirty-and forty members, and I hope 
will do well. . They have a licensed preacher 
from England who preaches to them, by the 


_ name of Curtis, My salary for the last four 


years will not exceed £60 a year, yet I have 
nothing to complain of on that ground; my 
wants have been supplied, and having food 
and raiment I ought to be therewith content.” 


_ Your committee have pleasure in reporting 
that the mission to the Tuscarora Indians, 
| cution rests not on’ th 
. | advisers and 


struction of the children of the Indians on the 
industrial system, has been delayed from year 
to year in consequence of difficulties con- 
nected with the grant of a safe title to the 
land held by the missionary, and on which 
land it was proposed to erect the necessary 
buildings. In the fall of last year the six 
nations of Indians, in council assembled, 
were induced (by what means your committee 
will not now state) to request of the governor- 
general an additional reservation of 30 

acres of land for their own use, on which no 
white man should be allowed to settle. Their 
request was granted, when it appeared that 
the spot they were persuaded to fix upon 
included the land occupied by Mr. Landon, 
from which therefore he would be required to 
remove; while a similar lot adjoining Mr. - 
Landon’s, occupied by the Rey. Mr. Elliott, 
a clergyman of the church of England, and 
agent of the New England Company, was 


-~expressly excepted from the reservation, and 


allowed to remain in Mr. Elliott's possession. 
On receiving intelligence of this transaction, 
your committee immediately memorialized 
his excellency, Lord Metcalfe, praying that 
Mr. Landon’s property might be also ex- 
cepted from the reservation, in order that it 
might be employed for the purposes of the 
projected institution. His excellency directed 
the memorial to be transmitted to the council 
of the six nations, accompanied by a letter 
written by the civil secretary, expressing his 
excellency’s opinion and desire that the re- 
quest should be granted. The council assem- 
bled for the consideration of the matter in 
December last, and after lengthened debaie 
negatived the application on the preposterous 
ground that the Indians had embraced the —_ 
national religion of Great Britain, and that 
no persons of other religious persuasions 
should be allowed to occupy any portion of 
their territory; thus passing a sentence of 
exclusion on all denominations but one. ~ 
Your committee are fully aware that the Z 
Indians would not of themselves have con- ; 
templated or devised such a measure, and 3 
that they were beguiled by the influence of 
white men, whose names are at present with- 
held; but they cannot refrain from express- 
ing on this occasion their deep sense cf the 
atrocity of a proceeding which is not only 
totally repugnant to the principles of the 
British constitution, but thoroug 
christian in its character and wor 
darkest ages. The guilt of this a 
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The College. 


Since the last annual meeting, the educa- 
tional advantages offered by your society 
‘have been enjoyed by twenty students. 
Three left the college in May last, namely, 
Messrs. Porterfield, Slaght, and Hewson. Mr. 
Porterfield, as has been already stated, is at 
St. Armands, and Mr. Hewson at St. Cathe- 
rines; Mr. Slaght is preaching at Windham, 
Waterford, and the neighbourhood of those 
places, and has communicated interesting 


intelligence of the results of his labours. Mr. | 


A. J. Gray, from Michigan, United States, 
was compelled to leave the institution, after 
a short residence, on account of a disease in 
his eyes. Sixteen students are now connected 


with the college, thirteen of whom are sus- | 
Be, t Sa | earnestly entreated to render their liberal aid. 


tained by your society, in preparing for the ex- 
ercise of the Christian ministry in this province. 

The course of studies includes Latin, 
Greek, Hebrew, Syriac, theology, ecclesias- 


tical history, logic, and natural and moral | 


philosophy. 

The students have conducted religious ser- 
vices in the St. Lawrence suburbs, and at the 
Cross, and have been favoured with tokens of 
success, A series of revival exercises held at 
the last mentioned place, at the close of the 
year, appears to have been blessed to several 
-persons, The building occupied for these 
services is generally crowded with hearers on 


Lord’s day evenings, and on Thursdays an 


interesting bible class meets for instruction. 
Besides these efforts, the students frequently 
visit the houses of the poor for the purpose of 
distributing tracts and conversing with the 
inhabitants. 

The valuable donation of books presented 
by Joseph Fletcher, Esq., of London, arrived 
in safety last May. It consisted of 523 
volumes, carefully selected, and comprising 
standard works of divinity, ecclesiastical his- 

tory, and general literature. Accompanying 
these was a set of Archbishop Whately’s 
works, in seventeen volumes, 8vo., and Sharon 
‘Turner’s Sacred History of the World, pre- 
sented by the respected authors. A few 
volumes haye also been presented by other 
friend Sy s a be 2s 3 

The winter lectures, chiefly on scientific 
subjects, and which are open to the public, 
are now in course of delivery on Tuesday 

_ evenings, in the library of the college. 
‘It was mentioned in the last report that 
preparations were made for building the new 


uilding is now covered in, and that the 


e. It is satisfactory to add that the | 


| no longer be cond 
had 


299 


In order to defray the expense of this 
undertaking, a subscription has been opened 
in Montreal, and the sum subscribed (includ- 
ing adonation of £25 from the late governor- 
general) amounts to £645, most of which was 
made payable in three annual instalments. 
The funds in the hands of John Try, Esq., 
consisting of moneys collected for this purpose 
some time ago in the mother country, to- 
gether with the deposits on the lots sold last 


: year, and the proceeds of a mortgage in the 


property (£2500 sterling) effected in England, 


| have been already appropriated. A consider- 


able sum will be yet required to finish that 
part of the building which is designed for im- 
mediate occupation. The friends of the insti- 
tution in every part of the province are 


The Swiss Mission. 


It is scarcely necessary to remind the mem- 
bers of the society that when Madame Feller 
and the Rev. L. Roussy came to this country 
in 1835, they were partly sustained by private 
funds and partly by Christian benevolence. 
During the years 1837 and 1838 their opera- 
tions were carried on under the auspices of 
this society; some assistance was also received 
from the—United States and from Scotland. 
In the autumn of the last mentioned year 
their connexion with the society was dis- 
solved, the missionaries being then of opinion 
that they could labour more efficiently if they 
were independent of all. religious parties. 
They continued to do so for nearly seven 
years, during which time they received 
numerous and valuable tokens of Christian 
regard from all denominations, 


rendered essential service to the cause. 
Pecuniary grants, varying from 550 to 1200 
dollars, were received annually from that 
society. Besides this, the patronage of the 
society stimulated the zeal of Christians, and 
encouraged the formation of numerous ladies’ 
associations, which raised considerable sums 
of money, and otherwise assisted the mission. 
Aid was also received from Switzerland, Eng- 
land, and Canada. The funds annually 
realized from all these sources gradually 


increased from 1800 to 5000 dollars, oe 


than three-fourths of which were furnished by 


ursued for si 


The foster- 
ing care of the Foreign Evangelical Society 


< 
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the missionaries. The blessing of the Lord 
evidently rested on that meeting, encouraging 
all present to believe that prayer was answered. 
Difficulties were removed; objections vanished 
away; and a plan of unicn and co-operation 
was formed, which has been since ratified, 
and is now in action. 

The Swiss Missions of Grande Ligne are 
now re-united to the Canada Baptist Mission- 
ary Society, and placed under its superin- 
tendence. The management of their affairs 
is entrusted to a committee, consisting of four 
members of the committee of the society and 
from members ofthe missionary body connected 
with Grande Ligne. It is designated, ‘‘ The 
Swiss Mission Committee.” A separate 
account is kept of the receipts and expendi- 
ture for this object, under the designation of 
“The Swiss Mission Fund.” 

The “Swiss Mission Committee” is thus 
constituted :— 


Grande Ligne, 
Madam FeLier. j Rey. L. NorMANDEAU. 
Rev. L. Roussy. | Rey. Dr. Corz, 
Montreal. 


T. M. THompsow, Esq. 


Rey. J, M. Cramp, A.M. 
Jos, WENHAM, Esq. 


Rev. J. GinDwoop, 


Your committee are deeply conscious that 
‘they have undertaken a great work, Believ- 
ing, however, that they were guided from 
above, they commit the cause, unhesitatingly, 
to the power and faithfulness of Him who can 
* supply all our need.” At the same time, it 
is right and necessary to state that the most 
strenuous efforts will be required in order to 
provide for the support of the mission. It is 
-confidently hoped that Christians of different 
denominations, both in the United States and 
in this province, will continue to sustain the 
object, and generously aid in the work— 
animated by the consideration that in warring 
with the papacy they tread in the steps of 
their spiritual forefathers, the Cathari and 
other ‘reformers before the reformation,” 
who bore their testimony against antichrist 
during the darkness of the middle ages. 
Suitable representations have been forwarded 


to the English Baptist Missionary Society, 


with a view to excite an interest in Great 
Britain, By these means your committee 
ae that they shall obtain the requisite 
funds for carrying on this important under 
_ taking, and even for enlarging their sphere of 
operations, In every direction there is a loud 
all for more extensive labour, The power of 


the priesthood is evidently on the decline in 
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the liberality of Christians in that country, and 
collected for the object the sum of 1305 
dollars. Though some who formerly aided 
them declined further co-operation, on ac- 
count of their connexion with this society, 
others manifested the same warm-hearted 
friendship as before, and new friends, of 
various religious denominations, came for- 
ward to the help of the cause. The ladies of 
New York and Philadelphia in particular 
evinced deep interest in the object. The 
associations formed in these cities will doubt- 
less render important aid. It is gratifying to 
be able to state that their example is already 
followed in Canada. Ladies’ associations have 
been constituted in Montreal and Quebec, 
and promise good results. Their establish- 
ment throughout the province is earnestly to’ 
be desired, 


ASIA. 
THE FIVE OPEN PORTS OF CHINA. 


A letter from Dr. Macgowan to Mr. Angus, 
dated Ningpo, Dec. 9, 1845, gives the follaw- 
ing information respecting the ports which 
the Chinese treaty has rendered accessible, 
and their present supply of missionaries. 


Canton is already occupied by the Ameri- 
can Baptist, the London Society, and the 
American Board of Congregational Foreign 
Missions; but there is ample room for many 
more labourers from other societies, and the 
means for studying that dialect superior pro- 
bably to that of any other place. It is as 
healthy as any of the et ee but the 
prejudices of the populace against foreigners 
are so inveterate as to present a serious barrier 
to missionary labour among them. 

Proceeding northward the next port is 
Amoy, which is occupied by two societies, 
the London and the American Board of Con- 
gregational Foreign Missions, This port has 


proved extremely insalubrious to foreigners 


generally for several years. The dialect is not 
easy to acquire; indeed, it is hardly possible 
for one who has not a.good musical ear, 
~The next city is Tuchon, in the same 
province as the former, the Takien, but the 
dialect is totally different. It is considered a 
healthy place, and is unquest t 
most important missionary port | 
although it has never bee 
your missionaries arrive 
another year, they w 
neglected as it is at 


very difficult of acquisition to ¢ 


Puchon 


a _ patie 
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Should this not take place, it will be no less 
desirable as a missionary station, but the con- 
trary. At Ningpo there are six missionaries 
from the American Presbyterian Board, be- 
side myself and two native assistants. The 
baptist mission here has been recently in- 
creased by the arrival of the Rev, Mr. Hud- 
son of your sister society, and Mr. Jarram is 
expected to join him the ensuing spring, 
The city is salubrious, the people friendly, 
and the dialect as easy of acquisition as any 
other in China. Should your men come 
here they will find ample room for labour, 
and receive a hearty welcome. The absence 
of foreign shipping is favourable to missionary 
operations, and its proximity to Japan gives 
the place additional importance in the event 
of those interesting islands being thrown 
open to foreign intercourse. 

Lastly, there is Shanghai, two or three 
days’ sail to the north of Ningpo,; where there 
are missionaries from the English and Ameri- 

ean episcopal churches, and from the London 
Society. It is probable also that the Ameri- 
can Baptist Board will occupy Shanghai, as 
the health of one of our missionaries hinders 
‘his labouring at the south, and at that port 
only is his dialect available. Enclosed is a 
list of articles which it would be well for the 
missionary to be provided with. Do not send 
less than three to a station. If they are 
destined for any port north of Hong Kong, 


they should be at Victoria by the middle of | 


July; this, though not the most healthy 
season, is the best for navigating the China 
sea. Should they arrive much later they 
will have to make the most terrific sea voyage 
which can be made. None should attempt a 
passage up-this coast against the north-east 


monsoon, except from necessity. Assure the- 


brethren who may come to join us that I 
shall ever feel most happy in rendering them 
_-any assistance which my profession, or my 
longer residence in China may enable me to 
extend. I have desired our mission at Canton 
to procure and forward to you some recent 
works not procurable in England, which can 
_ be studied with profit by the missionaries on 
their long passage out. I trust the books 
_ will be received. 
_ I have scarcely space to inform you that 
-we have two chapels at this station, where 
our two assistants regularly preach the gospel 


-. to attentive hearers. Besides which at my | 


hospital the gospel is preached to every 
nt. In this manner we are sowing the 
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THE GREAT CITIES OF CHINA. 


Mr. Shuck, of whose visit to the United 
States our readers have been apprised, 
preached at New York on the 22nd of 
February, from the words, “ Beginning at 
Jerusalem.” Part of the account of his dis- 
course which we findin the New York Recorder, 
illustrates “‘ the adaptedness of large cities as 
points from which to disseminate the gospel 
of Christ,” and applies the principle to the 
great cities of China in a manner which we 
shall gratify our friends by quoting. 


“ The text itself,” said Mr. Shuck, “ deve- 
lops one of the marked contrasts between 
the religion with which you are blessed, and 
the religion with which the people are cursed 
among whom this is the eleventh year that I 
have ministered, 

“«¢ Beginning at Jerusalem, —a large city. 
We are struck with the interesting fact that 
the gospel began its triumph there. Your 
pastor has just read a history of the event, 
which shows how truly Jesus loved his 
enemies. Why did he command his disciples 
to begin at Jerusalem? It was there that 
the Master had met with the greatest difficul- 
ties; where he had encountered the bitterest 
animosity, the most marked contumely, the 
most cruel buffetings and scoffings, the most 
inveterate hatred, and even death itself! 
‘ Beginning at Jerusalem.’ Thus the text 
develops one of the fundamental principles of 
Christianity -in contrast with heathenism. 
The love which the Christian heart is bound 
to cherish, requires pity and commiseration 
even for enemies. As though the Master 
had said, ‘ Plunge there into the midst of my 
opposers, and tell that rabble who clothed 
‘me with their filthy robes that I am ready to 
clothe them with the robe of righteousness, 
which will admit them through the gates into 
the city ;—go there and tell the story of the 
cross, and draw tears from those eyes which 
flashed rage against me when I told them I 
was their friend ;—go. there and tell the ex- 
ecutioner that the blood which he drew when 
he pierced my side with his spear, flowed to 
cleanse his guilty soul and prepare him for the 
service of God on earth, and to share the 
glory of God in heaven.’ Here, brethren, 
was the benevolence of the gospel. Confucius, 


the great Chinese philosopher, urges that a — 


man should not live under the same roof with 
the murderer of his father. Mark the con- 


trast; and yet the system of morals taught 


of human invention. Px 


s taught by — 
Confucius is acknowledged to be-the purest = 


es 


whose heart is not linked with Rome and St. 


ites selected large cities for their gatherings in 


religion, and we shall find that they have 


a 
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Parthians, Medes, &c., &c. ‘Some of these 
people received the truth, and we have his- 
torical evidence that by them the gospel was 
disseminated in the nations to which they 
belonged. Now your brother and sister 
Devan occupy a place in the largest city of 
the world open to missionary efforts. It is 
the emporium of the eighteen provinces of 
China. It has its mercantile establishments 
in all those provinces, and in the districts 
into which they are divided, and has probably 
five hundred of these establishments, besides 
those in the city itself. We have had calling 
at our house gentlemen from various pro- 
vinces—from even the most extreme parts of 
the empire—who have received our books, 
listened to our message, and with the mouth 
have pronounced it good, showing us the 
longer that we live there the great adapted- 
ness of the city of Canton as a point from 
which to disseminate the gospel of Christ. 
Indeed, the principle is not lost sight of by 
any religion in the world. ‘ Beginning at 
Jerusalem.’ It is unnecessary for me to 
dwell upon those hallowed and powerful 
emotions which the Jews cherished towards 
that great city, which it is supposed contained 
in the time of Christ about the present popu- 
lation of the city of Canton. The fact is 
familiar to you all. At the name of Jerusa- 
lem every Jewish heart burned and swelled 
with peculiar emotions. The Saviour adapted 
himself to this feeling—prejudice if you like, 
but an innocent one—and determined that 
from that point should the gospel go forth 
throughout the world. And thence it did go 
forth, for in the very week in which the con- 
vention was held mentioned in the second 
chapter of the Acts, all Jerusalem was filled 
with the doctrines of the cross, and from that 
point the gospel commenced its march and 
soon Samaria received the word, and filthy 
Corinth was purified, and proud philosophical 
Athens submitted to the gospel, and every 
where idol temples were deserted, and at the 
prospect ofthe overthrow of idolatry the 
streets of Ephesus thundered with the echo 
of ‘Great is Diana of the Ephesians.’ I need 
not refer to the attachment of the Mohamme- 
dans to Mecca, or of the Roman catholics to 
Rome. There is not a priest of that persua- 

sion in China (and there are ninety of them) | 


Peter. Nor to the Nauvoo of the Mormons, 
who for lack of such a point built and popula- 
ted that city; nor to the fact that the Miller- 


expectation of the end of the world. Indeed, 
we might trace the histories of all forms of 


e cities whence to dissemi- 


Edinb 
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which we have occupied and which has been 
opened to foreign intercourse consists chiefly 
of large cities. Shang-hae contains about 
300,000 population; Ningpo, where Dr. 
Macgowan is efficiently labouring, 200,000 ; 
Amoy, 150,000; Foo-choo-fou, 600,000 ; 
while the city of Canton has a larger popula- 
tion than the cities of New York, Providence, 
New Orleans, Boston, Cincinnati, Charleston, 
Washington, Richmond, and St. Louis ; for 
if, as it is supposed, they contain 982,000, 
Canton contains one million, And the same 
facts, greatly modified, will apply to Canton 
as applied to Jerusalem, and as apply to 
other large cities as places adapted for points 
from which the gospel may radiate through- 
out the country. And in addition to the 
mercantile establishments already spoken of,’ 
the inhabitants of Canton have a taste for 
public buildings, and have about one hundred =~ 
different exchanges, some of them beautiful 
and expensive buildings. These are not 
mercantile establishments, but places where 
the people from the country meet together 
and discuss such subjects as suggest them- 
selves, and have theatrical exhibitions. The 
latter, of course, we cannot approve, but the 
fact remains that the people there congregate, 
and this is favourable to our object. All we 
expect at the off-start is to get the ears of the 
people. We do not expect to find in China 
anything else than theatres and shows, and 
temples dedicated to abominable idolatry. 

‘* Now let us see what facilities we have in 
this great city for disseminating the gospel. 

“You travel in this country with great 
facility by means of your rail-roads, But 
what would be the rails, or the engines, or 
the carriages, without some propelling power ? 
You might just as well have the carts used in 
China drawn by a single ox. Your facilities 
of travel arise from the fact that you have 
discovered, and do apply the propelling im- 
pulse. Soin Canton; they have great facili- 


ties for sending forth the knowledge of the 


truth—greater even than would be found in 
Peking,—for it is the emporium of com- 
merce. You would scarcely believe it, but it 
has heen supposed and stated that at twelve — 
hours’ notice the inhabitants could raise one 
hundred millions of round dollars. What a_ 
propelling power connected with baptist mis- 
sions ought to exist, then, in Canton! You 
brethren, have there somewhat of this power, i 
good as far as it goes. Youhave lights there 
in the midst of that valley of darkness. ; 

all lights are circumscribed, and have 
boundaries. There is brother Roberts, 
is doing good ; but he is alone. Brot 
sister Devan are alone. It is tru 
young lady has just rea 
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are all the propelling impulse which American 
baptists have in the city of Canton. Just 
Suppose that all the baptist ministers and 
members, with the exception of thirty mem- 
bers and two ministers, were taken from all 
these cities, what propelling power would 
there remain in the cities of the United 
States for the advance of the cause of Christ ? 
That is just the position of the great city 
of Canton.” 


BURMAH. 


A letter from Mr. Kincaid of Arracan, to 
Dr. Cone of New York, contains the follow- 
ing intelligence: —“I have just received 
letters from Burmah informing me that the 
King of Ava is dethroned, after putting to 
death nearly all the officers of his. court. 
Prince Mek-a-ra, my old friend, is appointed 
Regent. The Lord has done it! All Bur- 
mah will be open! Read the second psalm ! 
How strikingly clear and explicit! We shall 
need bibles for all Burmah. I must be in Ava.” 


NEW CHURCH. 
EDINBURGH. 


On Lord’s day, Dec. 28, 1845, the Mer- 
chant’s Hall, Hunter Square, Edinbugh, was 
opened as a place of worship in connexion 
with the baptist denomination, when sermons 
were preached by Mr. James Blair, evange- 
list of the Baptist Union of Scotland; and 
Mr. Francis Johnston, formerly of Cupar. 
Ever since there has been a steady increase 
of the congregation. In the evenings the 
place has been filled; and during the last few 
weeks, crowded. On Lord’s day morning, 


March 1, two persons were immersed in the 


water of Leith,in presence of about two or three 
hundred persons, and a discourse preached 
on baptism by Mr, Johnston. A number of 
friends, desirous of increasing efforts by the 
baptists on behalf of Christ’s kingdom in this 
city, as well as in other parts of the land, 
resolved to unite in church-fellowship for this 
purpose. Accordingly, on Lord’s day, March 
15, a church of twenty-one persons was 
formed and Mr. Johnston recognized as pas- 
tor. In the forenoon a discourse was delivered 
on the Spiritual Nature of Christ’s Kingdom; 
and in the afternoon the church was formed, 
when Mr. Thomson of Perth gave each mem- 
ber the righthand of fellowship, presented 
the recognition prayer, and preached from 
1 Peter i, 22. Afterwards the church partook 
of the Lord’s supper. In the evening, Mr. 
Thomson again preached. Five of this new 
church are young men studying with Mr, 
Johnston for the work of the ministry. 


ORDINATIONS. 
FISHPONDS, NEAR BRISTOL. 


aA service for the purpose of recognizing. 
Mr, G. B. Thomas, late of the baptist college, 
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Bristol, as pastor of the baptist church and 
congregation meeting in the above village, 
was held on Wednesday morning, March 4, 
in the Wesleyan chapel, Fishponds, which 
was kindly lent for the occasion. The Revs. 
J. Glanville of Kingswood, Winter, J. E. 
Giles, Lucy, Haynes, F. W. Gotch, M.A., of 
Bristol, and T, Thomas, late of Hereford, Mr. 
G. B. Thomas’s father, were present and took 
part in the service. A sermon to the church 
and congregation was preached on the follow- 
ing Lord’s day evening by Mr. Gotch. An 
attempt is about to be made to erect a new 
chapel and school-rooms in this populous 
neighbourhood, the present accommodations 
being far too small for the requirements of 
the people. 


HUNTINGDON, 


On Wednesday, March 11, the public 
recognition of the Rev. J. H. Millard, B.A., 
of Stepney College, and of the London Uni- 
versity, to the pastorate of Union Chapel in 
this town, took place. The various services 
were conducted by the Revs. D. EK. Ford of 
Manchester, J. P. Mursell of Leicester, J. 
Millard of Lymington, Dr. Davies of Stepney 
College, and W. Wright of Huntingdon. 


WATERLOO ROAD. 


Services in connexion with the settlement 
of Mr. John Branch as pastor of the baptist 
church in Waterloo Road, were held on the 
10th of April. Mr. Hinton delivered an 
introductory discourse; Mr. Ainslie addressed 
the minister; and Dr. Cox preached to the 
people. The devotional services were con- 
ducted by Dr. Murch, Messrs. Pritchard, O. 
Clarke, and J. Smith. 


WELLS, SOMERSET, 


The church and friends of the baptist cause 
in this city having cordially invited the Rev. 
W. Evans, late of Minchinhampton, Glou- 
cestershire, to the pastoral office, he has 
accepted the invitation and commenced his 
labours there the second Lord’s day in April. 


. 


DERBY. See 

Dr. Perry, late of Reading, has accepted 
the pastorate of the particular baptist church, 
Agard Street, Derby. : 4 


RECENT DEATHS. 
MRS, KILNER PEARSON. 


Eleven years since, a brief memoir of the 
late Rev. K. Pearson was offered to the 
public in the pages of the Baptist Magazine. 
The present has reference to his once beloved 
partner, and afterwards sorrowing widow, the 
late Mrs, Kilner Pearson, whose recent re- 
moval from a sphere of most useful and 
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willing ‘service at Nassau, New Providence, 
Bahamas, has wakened sorrow of no common 
intensity in many English and in many West 
Indian hearts. Mrs, Pearson’s maiden name 
was Wilson. She was born in London in the 
year 1806, and early quitted the parental 
roof to enter a family related to her own, and 
in the bosom of which she received the first 
and best elements of her education—the deep 
influences of high moral and religious truth; 
associated with truly parental kindness from 
its head, and the sweet fellowship of sisterly 
love-from its younger members. When she 
quitted the home of her adoption, with a 
view to the completement of her education, 
she was placed in an establishment near 
town, where she became an attendant on the 
ministry of the late Dr. Newman of Old 
Ford. Her religious principles and con- 
victions here acquired form and maturity, 
and haying given to the subject of baptism 
that conscientious attention which eminently 
marked her every mental inquiry, she re- 
ceived the rite from the hands of him who 
was to her henceforward a_not less faithful 
and attached, than revered and beloved 
pastor. In the chapel at Old Ford, her 
after husband and herself met for the first time 
at their first communion, and thus commenced 
an intimacy which led to their happy union 
in the spring of 1830. The only abatement 
of her happiness on its consummation arose 
from the fact of her husband being the 
master of a West Indian merchant vessel, 
the prospect of frequent separation was very 
painful, and his vocation was little in har- 
mony with her heart’s silent ambition; for 
the associations and teachings of her second 
home had kindled so much of missionary zeal 
and love, that, as she confessed, her secret 
supplication had often been, ‘‘ Let me also 
go; and let my feet travel even beyond those 
distant and mist-covered hills!’’ It was, 
therefore, a joyful day to her when her hus- 
band, having relinquished: the command of 
the “ William” and made brief preparation 
for missionary labour, she stood again by his 
side in the chapel at Old Ford, receiving 
with trembling, yet grateful humility, the 
parting counsel and tender benediction of 
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weeks after, this ‘infant soul” was added to 
the myriads above, and her remains laid by 
those of her father, The bereaved wife and 
mother, acting under the advice of friends, 
returned to her native land in the spring of 
1835, with greatly impaired health and 
strength. These being somewhat recruited, 
she engaged in the work of education at 
Camberwell, where she joined the church 
under the pastoral care of Dr. Steane. Cor- 
dially attached both to the pastor and its 
members, she laboured according to her 
strength and opportunity in the Sunday 
school and District Visiting Society, whilst 
she ever retained a lively affection for the 
church at Bow, to which she was first united, 
and among some of whose members she. 
numbered her most intimate and her kindest 
friends. In the meantime she looked wist- 
fully towards the scene of her happy and 
useful sojourn abroad, and longed again to 
lift up “‘ the lamp of life” before the face of 
the African. She was willing, for this, to 
return empty and alone, and having received 
from the mission family at Nassau most 
pressing invitations, and having gained the 
consent of the society, in the summer of 1842 
she took a most affectionate and last farewell 
of her relations and friends, and sailed for — 
New Providence. Unhindered and unen- 
grossed by family and domestic cares, she 
now gave herself wholly to the work she 
loved, labouring in season and out of season ; 
especially in connexion with the young, in 
their daily, their sabbath, and their infant 
schools. The children of the mission-family 
also became to her as her own, and she was 
their fond instructress and friend.—The limits 
of this brief sketch forbid more than a mere 
glance at her various labours, or numerous 
extracts from her correspondence might be 
given. One must suffice. A letter dated 
Noy, 11, 1844, contains the following notices 
of her missionary engagements : — “ More 
than two years have rolled away since a lonely 
widow I crossed the mighty deep, and 
reached this place. And I have had the 
test of sickness and other trials, as to my 


| willingness to retain my exiled position; but 


after all, I can say I am more satisfied with 
it than ever; I am employed from ‘sunny 
morn to dewy eye’ in one way or another, 
and I realize that the path of duty i 

path of pleasure, solid peace, and ness 


-and that if we have but the 


Moses’ promise, ‘ Certai 


thee,” it 
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highly approve of them. There seems, at 
the present time, a revival of zeal and vigour 
in the church, more care for poor wandering 
souls, reverence for the house of God, and a 
spirit of prayer. Really, dear, had you seen 
our sabbath-school yesterday, you would have 
felt pleased. My dear missionary sister, Mrs. 
Rycroft, is the superintendent, and she has 
done a great deal towards the improvement 
of the school. We have a good attendance, 
and the children and teachers orderly. My 
class is the adult, and about fifteen or sixteen 
mothers of families, some spelling every 
word in the verse, yet persevering. One 
good old woman, Mrs. Moss, the widow of 
an aged deacon, formerly living at Turk’s 
Island, is quite an example; she rises at 
dawn, dresses herself in the neatest manner, 
and is sitting at school long before the com- 
mencement; and many a long hymn does she 
learn by having it read over to her. How 
you would like to talk with this sensible, 
aged Christian! She knew George Wash- 
ington, and lived in the family of one of the 
moving men of that day; yet, humble as 
a little child, she comes to spell out the 
words of eternal life. We have a youth in the 
house educating for a native teacher, whose 
heart is set on returning to his fatherland 
and leading his poor countrymen to the 
knowledge of the only Saviour. Both he 
and Sam itinerate on the sabbath days to the 
-sub-stations, and are useful youths. They 
are my pupils for about two hours every day, 
excepting Saturday. Not that I would pre- 
sume to teach lads, were it not for the numer- 
ous interruptions and many calls of duty Mr. 
Capern has. ‘The boys are docile and very 
attentive. Joseph bids fair for a school- 
master, Sam, our noble Sam, is not quite 
so advanced, but he takes great pains. I 


like teaching them very much, it is such 
‘direct missionary work. Sam’s uncle was a 
king in Congo; but, poor fellow! he was 
_ kidnapped, and by circuitous routes the men- 
stealers reached the horrid slave-ship in 


faith, resting 


again, according to his own promise. 
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these dangerous islands, and many lives have 
been lost.” 

In the month of November yellow fever 
visited Nassau, and many became its victims 
—six in the mission family. With her usual 
and affectionate assiduity, and in utter self- 
forgetfulness, Mrs. Pearson exerted herself 
on the behalf of the suffering. Her previous 
health had been very delicate, and the fever 
found in her weakened frame no adequate 
power of resistance to its fearful ravages, All 
that the most unremitting attention and the 
kindest medical skill and care could do, was 
accomplished on her behalf. Forsaking_ bre- 
thren and sisters for her Lord’s sake, and for 
the love of his name, she had found them 
And 
her dying bed was encircled by the tender 
ministries of untiring love, Her reason: 
suffered no obscuration, and her testimony 
to the faithfulness of him whom she served 
was deliberate and clear. Her constitutional 
timidity and diffidence, her trembling hu- 
mility, did not forsake her under circum- 
stances most calculated to induce their fullest 
force; but in well-doing she had committed 
the keeping of her soul to the hand of a 
faithful and benignant Father, and she trusted 
that he would mercifully regard: that which 
she had so committed to him. The readers of 
the Baptist Magazine will have become 
familiar with the affecting account of her 
latest hours and subsequent committal to the 
tomb. Very pleasant to the surviving rela- 
tions and friends were the many testimonies 
of genuine grief and love which gathered 
themselves about her grave. And when that 
grief shall have been hushed; when the little 
children shall cease to water the rose-bushes 


| they planted around it; and even on its tablet- 


stone the record of ber name shall have 
waxed dim, the blessed seed she scattered in 


faith and love shall bear fruit; the benignant 


influence she diffused shall sanctify and ele- 
yate-unnumbered minds, who shall, in the 
results of eternity, become to the once 
trembling and retiring missionary a source 
of everlasting gratitude and joy; a-crown of 
rich, imperishable, and eyer-biightening glory. 


4 


Say not, “she rests beneath the ground as 


The little dust that earth may claim, _-— 
— Only its naturalhome hasfound; = 
- Returning unto dust again, 


But she is where the angels are, 
With them to God her spirit lives, — 
_ Rejoicing evermore, and far _ 


~ From earth and sin pure worship gives. 
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The burning stars are glorious all, 
But deeper must thy glory be, 

When on thy soul those accents fall, 
“Surely thou didst it unto me!” 


These outcast children thou hast sought, 
Poor wanderers from their home and Lord ; 
These, to my fold celestial brought, 
Are “ thine exceeding great reward.” 


MRS. NEWMAN. 


Within the short space of ten months the 
baptist church at Bow has lost by death ten 
valuable members, of whom the first who 
went to her rest and reward was Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Newman, relict of the late Dr. New- 
man; and though accidental circumstances 
have prevented an earlier communication 
of the following account, yet it is hoped 
that it will not be the less acceptable. 
The late Mrs. Newman was born in the year 
1777; and, to the joy of her pious parents, 
the earnest of eminent piety was evinced in 
early piety. For when she had entered her 
twelfth year, she seems to have come to the 
most important decision that mortals can 
make. In short, in a minute on the church- 
books dated March 16, 1792, her religious 
experience is referred to as of ‘ these three 
years past,” She was subsequently baptized 
at Maze Pond meeting house, by the Rev. 
William Button; and, on the “ ordinance 
day” in April, 1792, was received into the 
baptist church at Bow by their pastor the 
Rev. John Knott. In January, 1793, the 
late Dr. Newman first began his useful la- 
bours at Bow: and at length, under the 
auspices of divine providence, it was his 
happiness to find in Mrs. Newman one thus 
spoken of in Prov. xxxi, 12, “She will do him 
good and not evil all the days of her life.” 
It was the privilege of the writer, as assisting 
in tuition, to witness the correct views and 
truly useful efforts of these two eminent 
Christians when placed at the head of a 
respectable boarding school. It was never 
forgotten by them, that, with an unceasing 
reliance on God, one object of education is 
“to restore the ruins of the fall,” Happily 
too, their efforts were greatly encouraged. 
But brevity forbids enlargement on this sub- 
ject, as well as the introduction of other 
interesting topics. In 1824, Mrs. Newman’s 
constitution, by no means athletic, received a 
shock from which it never recovered. The 
impress of death had evidently been made, 
though twenty-one years elapsed before the 


extinction of life. Our great High Priest, 


though God over all, possesses an experi- 


mental fitness acquired in this world, as may 


be gathered from Heb. iv. 15; and it does 
not seem too much to suppose that the saints 
in another world will review their sorrows in 


this, and that those sorrows will then, by 
vivid contrast, very materially sweeten bliss. 
’ the 


Including this view, the afflictions 


same Almighty friend. The more th 
ed 
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saints not only work for good in time, but in 
two aspects, at least, work good for all 
eternity. If, as stated in the parable, one 
servant with one pound and gaining five, is 
placed over five cities, while another with one 
pound and gaining ten, is placed over ten 
cities, it is evident that, as far as afflictions 
conduce to an additional improvement of our 
talents, they make us possessors of more 
glory and honour throughout eternity. We 
may perceive, too, that God, as a God of 
means, may afflict most, and most mysteri- 
ously, where he intends most sweetness sub- 
sequently. ‘“ Ye have heard,” says James, 
“ of the patience of Job, and have seen the 
end of the Lord.”’ With what delight, then, 
must heaven be regarded by the subject of — 
this memoir when beholding herself in all the 
vigour of immortal youth, and safe landed 
where impaired health is never known. The 
recollection of prostrated strength on earth, 
and all its train for twenty-one long years, 
seems well calculated to give an exquisite 
sweetness to its contrast in the heavenly 
world. In 1835, about the eleventh year of 
her affliction, Mrs. Newman thus writes :— 
“Finished the twelfth reading of the Old 
and New Testament within the last ten 
years. On my recovering a little, I imme- 
diately began to read the scriptures regularly; 
and I have found abundant cause for thank- 
fulness that I did so. They have afforded me 
a never-failing source of consolation, reproof, 
and edification. It is when peculiar trial in 
affliction prevents such regular perusal that 
we are best able to form the best estimate of 
their value. Then if, like the-bee, we have 
gathered the honey of the sacred volume in 
more favourable circumstances; in our winter 
of adversity we live upon its sweets. Whether 
in the day time or in the night season, it 
yields a never-failing supply. I have found 
far more in the scriptures than I could have 
supposed them to contain, and would recom- 
mend a diligent and prayerful reading of 
them.” At the conclusion of the thirteenth 
reading of the sacred scriptures, Mrs. New- 
man says, “I never saw so much of their 
value as in the last reading. What losers 
they are who neglect searching the scrip- 
tures!” In all the documents preserved are 
beheld the breathings of a heart devoted to 
God. ‘Oh!” says she, “how good have I 
found it to trust in thee, to wait patiently for 
thee, both in providence and grace, to wait 
for thee as those that watch for the morning. 
When all other refuges fail, thou art the 


trusted and confided in, the mo 
veracity appear_in fulfilling th 
precious promises on w thy 
rest.” On another oce: 
presses the current 
some de 
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his church, and of the happiness the soul 
must feel on entering into the other world 
and finding all its spiritual enemies dead on 
these shores of mortality, and to see Jesus 
and be like him. For we shall see him as he 
is.” That happiness she now doubtless 
understands. For her life and conversation 
were each a gospel; and the last day alone 
will disclose to what extent she has made the 
widow’s heart sing for joy, and how, in yarious 
ways, she has ministered to the necessities of 
the saints, and thus has done what will be 
accounted by the Saviour as a ministration to 
himself. With regard to the close of life, 
Mrs. Newman had at last but a short intima- 
tion; but that was all she needed. She had 
long been in that waiting posture which pre- 
pared her to welcome the command, “ Come 
up hither;” and thus, with a few observations 
of a believer ripe for glory, she exchanged 
earth for heaven on the morning of the Lord’s 
day, April the 13th, 1845. “Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” 


MRS. PRICE. 


On Sunday, March 8th, in the 85th year 
‘of her age, died Mrs, Price, the widow of the 
late Rev. Thomas Price, who for many years 
was pastor of the baptist church at Yeovil. 
This most excellent woman was born at 
Horsley, in Gloucestershire, in the year 1761, 
where her parents attended the ministry 
of the late Benjamin Francis, to whose 
labours, together with the instructions of a 
pious mother, she attributed her first religious 
impressions. At about eighteen years of age, 
the work of grace, it seems, was begun in her 
soul, and soon after, removing with her friends 
to Bristol, she was baptized with nine others, 
at the Pithay meeting-house, by the Rev. 
John Tommas. In 1785 she married her 
late husband, and in 1793 removed with him 
to Yeovil, where she resided twenty-six years. 
In 1817, Mr. Price died in the midst of his 
usefulness as a minister, and to the deep re- 
gret of a church which was flourishing under 
his labours. By this severe stroke, our de- 
parted friend was left a widow with seven 
children, several of whom are now in con- 
nexion with the Christian church, and one, 
the Rev. Joseph Price, is pastor of the baptist 
church at Montacute. In 1819, Mrs. Price 
removed from Yeovil to Crewkerne, and was 
‘one of the first six who, in 1820, were formed 
into a church here. Since that period she 
has always been a cordial friend of the cause, 
and supported it td the utmost of her means. 
The language of the pious bard in reference 
to the sanctuary and its ordinances were often 
quoted by her: 


“ There my best friends, my kindred dwell, 
_ There God my Saviour reigns.” 


and few have maintained a religious profession 
for nearly seventy years, with greater con- 
sistency. Her views of divine truth were 
clear, and she was permitted to enjoy much 
of the divine presence in her soul. Nearly 
through life she was subject to many doubts 
and fears, but within a twelvemonth of her 
death they were mercifully removed, and she 
would take up the language of the apostle, 
‘1 know whom I have believed,’ &c. As 
her end drew nigh, she would say, “He is 
faithful who hath promised.” “ His truth is 
everlasting.” “I have no hope but in him.” 
““T can be of no further use here, and am 
ready to go, when, and how he pleases.” To 
her minister, on one occasion, she said, putting 
an emphasis on certain words, “What a mercy 
in the end to have an everlasting Father to 
hang upon.” ‘The last words she was heard 
to utter were “Glory, glory, a little heaven,” 
when her emancipated spirit took its flight to 
the realms of ‘‘ perfect day,” to be for ever 
with the Lord. Thus was fulfilled in her the 
language to the patriarch, “ Thou shalt come 
to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of 
corn cometh in in due season.” Her death 
was improved the following sabbath evening 
by her pastor, from the words she herself had 
chosen, “ Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for 
he shall-save his people from their sins.” 


— 


MRS. E, JONUS, 


Died, April 18, at Cardigan, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Jones, in her thirty-ninth year, widow of the 
late Mr. John Jones, druggist. She was the 
youngest daughter of the late Rev. Titus 
Lewis, baptist minister,-Carmarthen. She 
embraced religion when very young, and 
maintained her profession unsullied to the 
end. By pureness of principle, amiableness 
of disposition, and thorough devotedness to 
the cause of religion, she proved herself a 
genuine disciple and faithful follower of the 
Lord Jesus. The Sunday school was a sphere 
of action in which she delighted to work. 
She attended to the important duties of these 
excellent institutions with punctuality, dili- 
gence, and with evident pleasure; and she 
had the satisfaction to find that her exertions 


were blessed by Almighty God to the chil- ~ 


dren under her care; for many of them have 
joined the Christian church, professing on 
their admission that their religious impres- 
sions were produced by her solemn and affec- 
tionate instructions. She was liberal to reli- 
gion, scattered her gifts among the poor, and 
kindly entertained, under her hospitable roof, 
the ambassadors of the cross. For years past 
bas her constitution seemed to be breaking up, 
and through the winter she was gradually 
sinking. The death of her husband, which 
took place last March, added strength to 


| her disease, which ultimately terminated her 
Her Christian character was unimpeachable, _ 


career. In all her sorrows, disappointments, 
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and pain, she calmly fostered the spirit of 
resignation to the will of the Lord, knowing 
that he would make all things work together 
for her good. 


MISCELLANEA. 
GLASTONBURY. 


On the 10th of April the baptist church 
and congregation at Street, near Glaston- 
bury, commemorated the ‘twentieth anni- 


versary of the settlement of Mr. Little by | 


having a tea-meeting, when nearly one hun- 
dred persons were present. In the evening a 
public meeting was held, when the minister 
gave an historical sketch of the progress of the 
church since his connexion with it. When he 
commenced his ministry nineteen members 
composed the church, Since that time forty- 


five have been added by baptism, and eight | 


received from other churches, and four as 
communicants, making seventy-six in the 
whole. Of these,’ twelve are removed by 
death, eight are removed to different parts of 


’ 


the world, and forty-eight remain in the 
church. The church is in peace, and God 
is answering prayer in converting sinners. 


GUERNSEY. 


On Easter Tuesday a social tea-party was 
held at the baptist chapel, Wesley Road, 
Guernsey, when Mr. Spurgeon reviewed the 
progress which has been made during the 
time (nearly four years) he has been the 
pastor of this church. In the course of the 
evening one of the deacons, in the name of 
the church and congregation, presented him 
with “ Stackhouse’s History of the Bible,” in 


two volumes, bearing the following inset 


tion :-— 


Presented to the 
Rey. SAMUEL SPURGEON, 

baptist minister, 

by the friends of his church, 

Wesley Road, 
as a token of their esteem and gratitude 
for the constant and affectionate 

interest he has taken i 

spiritual welfare. 


their 
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ON THE PASTORATE OF MISSION CHURCHES. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir,—I have just seen, in your 
number for October last, a letter which 
appears under this heading; and in the hope 
that a few remarks upon it from India may 
be of some use, I sit down at once to make 
the statements which the writer of that letter 
orp desirous of eliciting. 

In the general argument of Mr, Green I 
entire yo r; and, as far as I know, every 
baptist mi missionary i in Pee does. To speak 
= only o Beal T ack knowledge that it is quite 

* _true— that ‘ gk: ‘the rat ive churches. ‘can never 
_come to their independence, to an equality of 
‘ee. with “ourselves, to the full liberty of | 
we spel, until they choose and ‘support 
_ thei pastors, and manage their own 
No principle can be more correct. 
and I for one have taken great | 
it) upon the native Christians | 


om have if stood mores in 


| for themselves. and fr 


| of our churches (I am speak: Z 0 


and I may refer to Shujaat-Ali as a bright 
example, and to Jacob of Khan as one ” of 
whom much may be hoped—not to speak of 
many instances of a similar nature which are 
recorded in the periodical accounts. Shujaat- 
Ali knows nothing of English, and Jacob not 
much, although the little he does know, by 
enabling him to read English books, has been 
of very great use to him. This will ‘show that 
we do not even make a high standard of edu 
cation a sine gud non. I could mention « other 
instances to the point. — = 
The second question is, Se Have they 
taught their right and capability of che 
themselves 2” | 
I may say, They Reet taught 1 that i 
their duty to become capable of ex cising 
this right. But I honestly believe | 8 


churches exclusively) a are 
x t! 


aie 


CORRESPONDENCE. 309 


to whom the rent of the land is farmed out 
by government, and each of whom considers 
himself to be, and virtually is, the owner 
of the land, for the rent of which he is 
responsible to the government,—these men 


take good care that the people (called ryots) | 


who hold land under them, shall have no 
money to spare. The zemindary system is a 
system of oppression, not so tangible, nor so 
revolting as the system of West India slavery 
was, but not much less grinding. One colla- 
teral cause of this is the wretched system of 
tural police prevalent throughout India, a 
system which fosters more crime and tyranny 
than it punishes or prevents. 

The Christians who live in towns earn 
more, but as living is much more expensive 
in a town than in a village, they are not 
better off, generally speaking, than those in 
the villages, The system of caste is a barrier 
next to insuperable in the way of their learn- 
ing any trade. No native master would teach 
them a trade, as it would be against his caste; 
and, unfortunately, among our converts there 
are scarcely any trades-people. No European 
scarcely would be at the trouble of teaching 
them a trade; he would be too great a loser 
by it, for besides the time he would have 
to spend, he would probably lose the greater 
number of his native workmen, and so ruin 
himself, 

Add to this, that native converts, when 
they embrace Christianity, generally are de- 
prived of all their property by their relations 
or superiors; and that to seek redress would 
be more expensive than to bear the loss. 
And subsequent to their conversion, they are 
generally deprived of all friendly and neigh- 
bourly aid, except where they live among 
Christians, ‘ 

These circumstances render it almost im- 
possible for them to do more in the way 
of pecuniary contribution than giving a trifle 
at the Lord’s supper, which duty I have 
neyer seen neglected by one. To support their 
own pastor is at present quite out of the ques- 
tion, and will probably continue impossible 
until either a considerable number of persons 
from the middle classes embrace Christianity, 
or until the converts are sufficiently numerous 
to prevent their being ground down to the 


dust by the zemindars and the police. © 


This at once shows, that supposing they 


ive native pastors they could not support | 


n themselves: the missionary society 
d still be obliged to support them. But 
how are the churches capable of exer- 
their right of choosing for themselves 
rom themselves? They must feel tha 
could at best only choo 
ty would be willin hey 
hat the society 2 
those whom 
Nott 


: ‘only ¢ 
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hose whom | it 


2. A second difficulty is, that the supply 
of persons fit to be pastors is very small. 
The qualifications of a pastor are described in 
clear outlines in the word of God; by these 
we must be guided. Now, the persons who 
possess those qualifications are extremely 
rare. Some, who would otherwise be fit, 
have ungodly wives; some are deficient in 
judgment; some in aptness to teach. Those 
who possess most knowledge are often deficient 
in the more important qualities. It is very 
difficult to find suitable characters among 
persons who every day in their lives have to 
struggle with poverty. They must be en- 
gaged in bodily labour, and therefore their 
minds remain uncultivated. Take them to a 
school and instruct them; the result is very 
uncertain: knowledge may be imparted to 
them by man, but piety cannot. And if 
after a vain trial they return to their former 
sphere, they are no longer contented with 
their humble‘lot. If the missionary could 
reside in their villages, much of this difficulty 
might be obviated; but most of these villages 
are so unhealthy that no European could 
reside there without incurring, in a most pre- 
sumptuous way, the danger of losing his life 
or utterly ruining bis health. 

3. A-thirddifficulty is, the smallness of 
the churches, combined with inveterate native 
habits. I do not allude to idolatrous practices, 
but to national characteristics. ‘lake one, 
the spirit of party. All persons related to 
each other form a close united party, having 
a marked head. It will take two or three 
ages to eradicate this habit. And how does it 
operate? If a native pastor exercises dis- 
cipline, the whole party, one of whose mem- 
bers has been, say excluded, will feel 
aggrieved, and the poor pastor, probably 
belonging to the other party, will have to en- 
counter constant underhand opposition; if he 
belongs to the same party, he will be so 
annoyed in various ways, by insinuations of 
treachery, by acts of unkindness of a minor 
character, that he will feel equally miserable. 
This is very unlovely, but characteristic pant 

the 
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if his eyes ate opened, learn the use of them I have been obliged to write this in great 
in a day. So a Hindoo, born in darkness | haste, and am therefore not able to give it 
and surrounded by darkness, when he be- | the finish which an article in your periodical 
comes converted, is like the man who saw | ought to have. If you think it desirable, I 
men walking as trees. He may hold and | would request you to supply the deficiency. 
appreciate the fundamental doctrines ; but it Yours in Christ, 

takes him many years to learn how to apply J. WunGeER, 
them to the details of life. To show what I Caleutia, Jan. 5, 1846. 

mean, I shall refer to marriage. It is a dis- 
grace, a shocking disgrace, to any girl in this 
country, to remain unmarried, say at the age 
of fifteen. To tell a converted young girl, or To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 
the converted parents of a girl, that she must 
remain unmarried till she can find a pious 
partner, is like telling an English young lady 
that she must walk about the town without 
her upper garments. Yet their duty respect- 
ing marriage is constantly urged; and is ac- 
knowledged to be a duty until the parties 
addressed are personally concerned in the 
matter; when it is next to impossible to con- 
vince them that it is not their duty to prevent 
their daughter from being disgraced. 

With regard to young men the difficulty is 
greater still, They all are not only under the 
same prejudice as to disgrace, but they also 
think that to be unmarried is to throw one’s self 
at once into the arms of licentiousness. There 
is probably not one Hindoo who believes that 
an unmarried man can be achaste man. Now 
this is only one example, which will show 
how difficult it must be for natives to apply 
the precepts of the bible to daily life, and 
consequently to the details of discipline. 

From these and similar reasons I draw the 
inference, that our native churches, for the 
most part, are not yet capable of choosing or 
supporting their own pastors. But I am con- 
vinced that they will not always remain in 
this infantile state; and I can assure the 
readers of your magazine, that every effort is 


made by the missionaries to increase their | sg : 
siicitual ‘strength and-matusity; and every enlarge our existing congregations and schools, 


practicable method that can be devised is and by a holy agency, vo arose Bis seutelces 


: : ; id_indifferent in connexion with those views 
adopted to teach them their duties and their Saha: ‘ Sons : 
rights in'this respect, In a few years several of divine truth which we believe to be in 


: ‘ f harmony with revelation, and thus serve to 
churches may, we hope, attain a state of aaa thie prevailing errors of the times?” 
comparative manhood, Every year witnesses | “ [he same truly estimable friend further 
that some progress is being made both in the | saya « Allow me to suggest the possibility of 
feeling of independence and in the liberality effecting your important design throu; ae 
of our native churches, I feel convinced that instrumentality GF othe | ae bs feel 
if Mr. Green himself were on the spot and erelndea He 1 ie nid be aaah oie 
familiar with all the circumstances in which rapped for sinilleying= Sa Bee he 
London, a considerable interest would’ be 
created, and sufficient funds would be : 
plied to maintain them by our denominati 
In another letter the same excellent 
| remarks, “I should like 

churches in each of 
- London to be supp 


BAPTIST CITY MISSIONARIES. 


My pesr Broruer,—Having been fa- 
voured with several communications on the 
subject of my letter inserted in the magazine 
of February, I beg your kind permission to . 
allow me to place the substance of these for 
the benevolent consideration of your readers. 

I have much pleasure in saying, that those 
from whom I have received communications 
concur generally in warm sympathy for the 
objects and labours of the London City 
Mission, and express their affectionate esteem 
for the committee and officers of that institu- 
tion. That while cordially uniting in the efforts 
of the London City Mission, a strong convic- 
tion is entertained that large districts and 
vast masses of the population of London are 
still destitute of spiritual cultivation, and that 
from the position and circumstances of the 
churches of our denomination it is desirable 
that we should adopt measures to promote 
the welfare of these unoccupied localities, 

A gentleman most justly esteemed among 
us writes thus:—“I cannot perceive that 
this movement will be any interference with 
the manifestation of our love and union 
towards all our Christian brethren. Our 
efforts have hitherto been directed to the 
formation of new churches and chapels; but 
is it not desirable to make a vigorous effort to 


— 
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and feelings, not interfere with all my cher- 
ished desires for the most enlarged Christian 
union.” 

It has been proposed, if nothing more 
suitable be suggested, that should it appear 
practicable to the officers and brethren of the 
London Baptist Association, the following 


outline of a plan might possibly be found | 


adapted to the work proposed. 

1, That a sub-treasurer, secretary, and 
committee, be appointed at the annual meet- 
ings of the association, to whom should be 
confided the entire direction of this effort, 
the arrangement of the districts, the ex- 
amination and appointment of missionaries, 
with the general superintendence of their 
labours, together with the collection and 
administration of all funds, to be applied 
to this department of the labours of the 
association. 

2. That this sub-committee shall hold 
meetings at least once in each month ‘for 
the transaction of business, and report their 
proceedings to the quarterly meetings of the 
association. 

3. That subscriptions, donations, and col- 
lections be solicited for the furtherance of 
this special object. 

4, That each missionary be placed under 
the supervision of a select committee of the 
pastors and churches connected with his dis- 
trict, who shall communicate monthly with 
the general sub-committee. 

5. That each missionary be expected to 
furnish a weekly report of his labours to the 
general sub-committee, and that extracts 
from these reports, if suitable, shall be pub- 
lished in the Baptist Magazine. 

6. That a report be given at the annual 


meeting of the association, with the audited | 


accounts at which time the officers and sub- 


committee shall be re-elected. 


Such, my dear brother, is the outline sug- 
gested. I am anxious to make it public 
that other brethren, more competent than 
myself, may kindly turn their attention to 
the matter and offer such other suggestions 
as their experience may supply; more espe- 
cially as my hands are so full that at 
present I can devote but little time towards 
carrying out the work, should it be deemed 
advisable to make a beginning. 

As the question of funds will doubtless 
arise in the minds of your readers, I have 
much pleasure in transcribing the remarks of 
a gentleman well qualified to express an 
opinion on the subject. He says, “I feel a 
strong persuasion that many of our liberal 
friends would come forward and assist with 
pecuniary aid. I will do all in my power in 
this department.” : aes 

I feel so deeply for the spiritual destitution 
of the large district referred to in my former 
letter, that if the church under my charge 
was somewhat relieved from the claims now 


resting upon it, I should feel it our duty to | 


FP . 


~, 


attempt the support of a missionary, in con- 
nexion with my own beloved friends, to carry 
to these perishing multitudes the words of 
eternal life, 

In conclusion, let me solicit the counsels 
and prayers of my beloved brethren, that the 
Lord may himself open and prepare the way 
for a united and vigorous effort to promote a 
more abundant furtherance of his own cause 
in London and its-suburbs. 

I am, my dear brother, 
Most affectionately yours, 
OwENn CLARKE. 
2, Vernon Square, Pentonville, 
March 14, 1846. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


It may prevent unnecessary trouble to 
booksellers to say that the Baptist Magazine 
for March and April is out of print. A few 
copies are reserved by the publishers to enable 
them to make up complete sets for subscribers 
who may wish to begin the year, but for three 
or four weeks they have deemed it necessary 
to decline furnishing the March number, and 
for several days past the April number, 
except in connexion ‘with the numbers for 
January and February. 


The conviction has been forced upon us 
that the bill now before parliament, entitled, 
An Act for securing the Administration of 
Charitable Trusts in England and Wales, is 
one that ought to be strenuously opposed. 
There-are, it appears, 70,000 charities in the 
country under £50 per annum each, and 
many of them grossly mismanaged and per- 
verted. It is the professed object of the bill 
to consign these to the control of three com- 
missioners, that the property may be applied 
to legitimate purposes; but the manner in 
which this is to be done is so objectionable 
that the advantages of the measure will by no 
means compensate for the mischief it will 
occasion. We should, therefore, rejoice to 
see it entirely rejected, even independently of 
its bearings on dissenting interests. Legal 
advice of a high character, however, assures us 
that it will give to the three irresponsible 


commissioners authority over all our chapels, 


and school-houses, and property of every 
kind that is held in trust; and there is too 
much reason to believe that it will interfere 
with many or all of our charitable institutions, - 
even those that are supported exclusively by 
voluntary contributions. Some of our princi- 
pal societies, missionary societies, for example, 
are petitioning for exemption, and certainly 
they are justly entitled to it; though indispo- 
sition to admit any exemptions, except for 
the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge is, 
in high quarters, very strong. The opinion 
seems to be gaining ground, however, that the 


prayer of petitioners ought to be that the 


bill be not suffered to passintoalaw. =~ 
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When the Baptist Missionary Society de- 
termined to establish an agency in Fernando 
Po, it was perfectly well known that, accord- 
ing to the rules by which the princes of the 
earth have parcelled it out among them, that 
island belonged to the crown of Spain. Hopes 
were at that timeentertained, however, that 
the British government would purchase it; 
but these were frustrated by a determination 
of the Spanish Cortes that it should not be 
sold, About three years ago, it was visited 
by a Spanish commander, and Captain Be- 
croft; an Englishman, was constituted go- 
yernor. We regret to have to state that 
recently the authority of Spain, which had 
been little more than nominal, has been 
actively exercised, and that in a manner most 
detrimental to the religious welfare of the 
inhabitants. A Spanish consul-general landed 
at the close of last year, issued a formal 
proclamation in the name of his royal mis- 
tress, and ordered the departure of all the 
missionaries, unless they would engage to 
abstain from the communication of religious 
instruction. The avowed reason of this was 
that the laws of Spain did not permit any 
other religion than the Roman catholic either 
in the mother country or its colonies. Our 
brethren had repeated interviews with him, in 
which he treated them with great courtesy; 
yet assuring them that his instructions were 
peremptory; that they must abstain imme- 
diately from all ministrations, and depart 
within a year. ‘Of course our brethren could 
not consent to promise silence, and remon- 
strated against the intolerance evinced; but 
his appeal to the constitution of Spain, and 
his instructions from ‘ Her Most Catholic 
Majesty,” it was impossible to gainsay. At 
the last interview, before his departure, after 
many acknowledgments of their usefulness, 
and expressions of personal esteem, he made 
some concessions to their wishes, and those of 
the people, greater than before, A year is to 
be allowed them to dispose of the mission 
property and remove. ‘T'wo coloured school- 
masters may remain and teach; and Mr. 
Sturgeon may, during the year, exercise his 
ministry at Clarence, preaching, baptizing, 
and burying as heretofore. -A few Spanish 
soldiers and two priests were left on the 
island. What God’s providence may do with 
the Spanish government and its projects before 
the expiration of the year we know not. The 
missionari@s, in general, will doubtless deem 
it their duty to disperse themselves in differ- 
ent parts of the adjacent continent. It may 
be wise to retain Fernando Po as a kind of 
sanatorium, eyen if it should be impossible 
to carry forward open and active missiongry 
operations there ; but, at all events, te 
prayers of Christian friends should be offered 


both for our brethren there and-for the com- | - 


mittee at home, that adequate wisdom may be 


imparted to them, and thatthe course which, | 


after due deliberation, they may think it right 
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to take, may have the approbation and bless- 
ing of the Almighty. 


Mr. Evans of Calcutta arrived in London, 
April 20, in a very debilitated state. We 
earnestly hope that the air of his native land, 
with the total suspension of every kind of 
labour, may be rendered instrumental to his 
recovery. 


Mr. Burchell, who arrived from Jamaica a 
few weeks ago, has been seriously, and indeed 
dangerously ill; but it affords us pleasure to 
be able to add, that his health is improving. 


The health of Mr. Woolley of Gurney’s 
Mount, Jamaica, is so materially impaired, 
that he considers it necessary to leave the 
island. He is about to remove to America, 
with the intention, we understand, of remain- 
ing there. 


We are informed that the first volume of 
the publications of the Hanserd Knollys 
society is now ready for subscribers. It con- 
tains several old and scarce tracts on Freedom 
of Conscience. The council could not have 
selected a more suitable subject with which to 
begin its career. 


A very awkward error occurs in the list of 
scriptures for Family Reading in April. The 
concluding verses of the third chapter of the 
Epistle to the Galatians and the commence- 
ment of the fourth chapter, should have been 
assigned to April 4; but they were accidentally 
omitted in copying frum the original draft, and 
the section next in order being substituted, the 
omission of that portion has threwn out of 
their proper places all the sections of the New 
Testament part of the course for the ensuing 
week, The fault originated with the editor 
himself, and that he should not have detected 
it, in reading the sheet for press, is only to be 
accounted for by the proneness of the atten. 
tion to flag in such circumstances, with which 
none can sympathize who have not some 
experience in that kind of labour. He regrets 
the omission. of the section the more as it is 
the most important section in the whole 
epistle ; one that he would much rather 
advise his friends to read once a week than 
occasion them to omit in its regular course. 
Gal. iii,19—29, and iv, 1\—11. ~~ 


— = 
BIBLE READING FOR JUNE, 


June 1, Judges x., xi, 1—11. 
Qreareeresee Kl, 12—40, xii, 1—7. 
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5, Romans i, 1-25. 
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ABSTRACT FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT. 


In closing the duties of a year of unusual | 
anxiety, by furnishing to the friends and 
supporters of the Baptist Missionary Society 
a brief account of its labours and position, the 
Committee record their devout thankfulness 
to the Giver of all grace for having sustained 
and cheered them in their course, and for 
giving his own cause, both favour in the eyes 
of his people and a very encouraging measure 
of success among the heathen. 


It is but seldom that a year passes by with- | 


out their having to mourn over the loss of 
some faithful honoured labourers, who have 
left the scene of their toil for the world of 
their reward ; their patience under the one, 
and their honours in the other, being alike 


gifts of grace. The year that is now closing, 
however, has been in this respect peculiarly 
calamitous. There has been stroke upon 
stroke ; each stroke smiting down a leader of 
a host, William Yates and William Knibb 
have both fallen, and though not before their 
work was done, yet at a time when to all 
appearance they could be ill-spared, and while 
we were hoping for labours and success not 
unworthy of their past achievements. The 
former died at sea on July the 3rd, 1845, and 
the latter at Kettering, Jamaica, on Novem- 
ber the 15th. The Committee have also to de- 
plore the loss of Mrs. Kilner Pearson, of 
Nassau, and Mrs. Evans, of Caleutta. They 
were taken away amid the tears of many hun- 
dreds in Nassau and Calcutta, and have been 
highly honoured and eminently useful in the 
foreign field. When to this list is added the 


name of the Rev. W. W. Evans, who has 
been compelled by ill-health to relinquish his 
post in Calcutta, and return for a season to 
this country, and the name of the Rev. M. W. 
Flanders, who under the influence of pro- 
tracted fever has given up mission labour in 
Hayti; and~of the Rev. Thomas Burchell, 
who, though no longer agent of the Society, is 
yet the pastor of a large church in Jamaica, 
formed under the Society’s fostering care, and 
dear to all for his wore sake,—it will be 
admitted that the year has been in this respect 
one of peculiar trial. The age and health of 
several of our brethren in India are also such 
as lead us to fear that these trials are but 
too likely to return, It is clear that we 
must be prepared by self-sacrifice and faith 
to send to the high places of the field more 
soldiers of the cross, who shall occupy the 
posts of those who have fallen, and be ready 
to carry on our Master’s cause against the. 
mighty. ’ es 

On the other hand, the Committee have to 
report that their missionary brethren have 
been strengthened by the arrival of Rev, D. 
‘and Mrs. Marsh at Quebec; Rev, C. B. and 


and publishing th 
‘being pursued. — 
2 Ca d| found nece: 
_ Mrs. Lewis, and Rev. J. and Mrs. Allen in| men 


Ceylon: of Rev. J. and Mrs. Kingdon at 
3elize: of Rev. J. and Mrs. Law at Trinidad. 
Mr. and Mrs. Francies and Mr. and Mrs. 
Flanders have also been sent to Hayti, though 
Mr. and Mrs. Flanders have since returned. 
The Committee have also accepted as an 
assistant missionary, Mr. Dannenberg, lately 
an agent of the London Missionary Society at 
Mirzapore. : 

Since the formation of the Society there 
have been sent out and accepted 198 mis- 
sionaries, nearly one half of whom are per- 


mitted still to aid the cause of missions in 


foreign lands, 


INDIA. 


In surveying the various fields of the So- 
ciety’s labours, India, where its work of 
mercy commenced, claims first attention. 
The Committee begin as usual with TRansLa- 
TIONS. 


Translators...Revi John Wenger, Rev. James Tho- 
mas, Rey. C. C. Aratoon. 
Depositary....Rey. James Thomas. 


In referring to the important work of bib- 
lical translation, the Committee are again 
constrained to speak of the great loss sustained 
in the death of the Rev. Dr. Yates. An inti- 
mate acquaintance with the bible in its 
original languages, and with the works of the 
best commentators; an equally intimate ac- 
quaintance with the Sanscrit, Bengali, Hindi, 
as well as the Arabic, Persian, and Hindus- 
tani languages ; combined with deep piety, 
a sound judgment, and long experience, con- 
stituted him a translator of distinguished 
eminence, 

In Sanscrit, the prophecies of Isaiah have 
been printed. The last pages were read in 
proof once by Dr. Yates, two or three days 
before he left India, and were on subsequent 
examination found to be sufficiently correct to 
allow of their being printed off, The book of 
Proverbs has also been put to press again. 

At the time of Dr. Yates’s departure it was 
found that besides Genesis, the Psalms, the 
Proverbs, and Isaiah, all of which were 
printed, the following parts of the Old Testa- 
ment had been prepared in manuscript: the 
remainder of the Pentateuch, Job, Ecclesi- 
astes, the Song of Solomon, and Daniel. The 
missionaries then agreed that the pandit who 
had long been engaged in preparing the rough 
draft of the version, should proce 
work, and that Mr. Wenger should, 
ing the language, prepare him: 
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published, such reprints will be made under 
Mr. Wenger’s superintendence. 

In Bengali the whole bible has at length 
issued from the press. When Dr. Yates left, 
the revision of the New Testament had ad- 
vanced as far as the fourth chapter of Gala- 
tians. His illness, however, prevented him 
from going very carefully through the last 
ten chapters which he revised. The remain- 
ing portion was revised by Mr. Wenger. 

Of the entire bible there have been printed, 
in quarto 500, and in ovtavo, 2500 copies, 
and of the New Testament, unform with it, 
1500 copies. Another edition of the New 
Testament, containing only the revised text, 
and consisting of 2000 copies of the Gospels 
and Acts, and 3000 of the entire Testament, 
has just been completed. A third edition, 
similar to the last, but in a smaller type, has 
advanced to the end of Ist Corinthians. Of 
this also 3000 copies of the Gospels and Acts 
have been struck off. 

In Hindustani there have been printed in 
the Arabic character :— 


Gospels and Acts .. 1500 copies. 


Acts alone ........ + 4000 
And in the Persian character :— 

Gospels and Acts .....scereeeee 1500 

Separate Gospels ....eccesseeees 8000 


In Hindi, no portion of the bible has been 
printed during the year; but as the depository 
now contains scarcely any Scriptures in this 
language, Mr. Leslie will shortly commence 
a revision of the Hindi Testament, and super- 
intend the publication of a second edition. 

In all there have issued from the press 
during the year :— 


In Sanscrit .....00.065 2,500 volumes. 


TH Ben Gall aeccscivesseasts ve 12,500 
In Hindustani ............ 15,000 
Dotal..sasste + 30,000 


The distribution has greatly exceeded this 
number ; while about as many more are now 
in the press, There have been distributed 
about 54,000 volumes, containing smaller or 
larger portions of the word of God. 

The funds by which these operations in 
printing and distributing the Scriptures are 
supported, are derived principally from the 
Bible Translation Society, partly also from 
the American and Foreign Bible Society, and 
party from the contributions of friends in 
India. 


Of the general state of the mission in India, 
the Committee are thankful to be able to 
speak much more favourably than in previous 
years. The visible results are more abundant, 
and all testimony concurs in showing that 


there is a great work in progress, which, 


x 


> _ : ae 


= of the truth, 


though at present beneath the surface, will 
ere long show itself in the overthrow of the 
heathen superstition, 


y 
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- 


and in the increased 
In some districts | formation only. 
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there is a most remarkable spirit of inquiry, 
while in all the power of the heathen priest- 
hood is on the wane. The proposed altera- 
tion of the Hindoo laws of inheritance, which 
is to have the effect of protecting all the 
natives of India in the profession of any reli- 
gious opinions ; the diffusion of general educa- 
tion, and the increased facilities of intercourse 
between distant parties of that vast continent, 
cannot but be favourable to the interests of 
religious truth. All these signs of progress 
are compatible no doubt with gross infi- 
delity. Education and social improvement, 
and the neglect of old customs are not con- 
version, But it is difficult not to regard 
them as preparatory to it. If the valleys are 
exalted, and tbe mountains made low, and 
the rough places made plain, is it not that the 
glory of the Lord may be revealed, and that 
all flesh may see it together ? 

At the same time, the actual results of our 
efforts are unusually encouraging. In the 
neighbourhood of Agra, and in the districts of 
Barisal and Jessore, about one hundred and 
thirty natives have been baptized. Including 
Ceylon, the total number of additions to the 
churches in India from the native and the 
European population, is 231; a larger number 
than the annals-of our Indian churches have 
ever yet recorded. ‘To Him whose grace has 
called them from darkness unto light, be all 
the praise. The total number of members 
(ineluding the church at Serampore, which 
is now supplied by Mr. Denham) is 1648; 
being an increase of 234. The number of 
schools is 101, being an increase (including 
ten schools connected with Serampore) of 
twenty-three, containing in all 3979 children. 

Another evidence of the progress of our 
Indian churches, and of the hold which Chris- 
tian truth is obtaining over the community 
at large, is the amount contributed to meet 
the expenses of Auxiliary Missionary societies 
connected with the different stations. Mr. 
Thomas estimates that all the native members 
of our Indian churches do not possess together 
five hundred pounds. The operation of the 
Hindoo laws of inheritance is one cause of 
this poverty; the explanation suggested by 
the apostle, ‘‘ not many wise, not many noble 


butions received for schools, translations, and 
general missionary operations in India, have 
amounted to upwards of £1200. This sum 
does not include the contributions of churches, ~ 
as such, towards the support of their pastors, 
and the incidental expenses connected with 
their worship, and which have amounted to 
about £1200 more, The contributions towards. 
the auxiliary societies are of course included in 
the receipts of the parent society, though the 
amount is rather the representative of mis- 
sionary labour than any aid to our funds. 
The contributions of churches are not in- 
cluded; particulars being sent home for in- 
This distinction the Com- 
5 AF ie? Ye 
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are called,” is another. And yet the contri- 
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mittee have kept up from the first, and it may 
serve to explain the comparatively small 
amount received from foreign stations, The 
aim of the Committee has been to induce the 
churches, as their first duty, to support their 
pastors; and as their second, to contribute to 
the funds of the mission. 

It is an affecting proof of the weakness of 


our Indian mission, and of the success with 
which God has favoured us, that in conti- 
nental India there are but eleven missionaries 
who were sent out by the Society; while 
there are nineteen European and East Indian 
missionaries and pastors, who were accepted 
in India, two ordained native pastors, and 
about fifty native preachers, supported by 
auxiliary societies and the parent society. 
But eleven whom we sent survive; and yet 
for these God has given us more than seventy. 

In strengthening the stations in India, the 
Committee regret that but little has been done 
during the year. Two brethren have been 
sent to Ceylon; but in Continental India 
there are still vast and populous districts 
unoccupied, or occupied only by a single mis- 
sionary. In an affecting communication re- 
cently received from the brethren in India, it 
is said that,the population of Calcutta and its 
vicinity is as large as that of Jamaica; that the 
only missionaries in three districts, containing 
each a million of people, are those of ourSociety. 
Each of these brethren is alone, one man to a 
million, and after thirty years of labour, and 
anxiety, not without many seals of their minis- 
try, is forbidden to see a fellow-labourer or 
successor, to enter upon his work, and under 
the great Shepherd, guard the fold :he has 
been the means of gathering from among the 
heathen. May not the Committee hope that 


another year will wipe away this grievous 
reproach? — 


The question of a Tutor for Serampore has 
received the repeated consideration of the 
Committee during the year. The lamented’ 
death of thé-Rev. J. Mack, who died suddenly 
of cholera, on the thirtieth of April, 1845, has 
made a material change in the position of the 
church, and of missionary labour at that station. 
Mr. Marshman wrote on behalf of the church to 
Calcutta, asking our brethren to occupy the 
station permanently, and offering to settle on 
terms as satisfactory to the Committee as they 
were honourable to Mr. Marshman, the only 
question connected with Serampore which re- 
mained unsettled. He offered to purchase 
the premises which he had occupied so long, 
and to place the chapel in trust for the use of 
the church, The Committee acceded with’ 
much pleasure to his proposal, and Mr. Den- 
ham is stationed for the present at Serampore, 
as tutor, and as co-minister with the Rev. 
John Robinson, who, though not officially 
connected with the Society, is enabled to give 


he § t }went as far 
very valuable aid in this important sphere. | « 
Serampore is in itself a station of great promise, | « 
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Large and populous districts in its immediate 
vicinity are visited by the missionaries, and all 
the expenses, beyond Mr. Denham’s salary, 
are met by an auxiliary society and the liber- 
ality of friends at the station itself. Endeared 
as it is to our body by many and rich historical 
associations, the Committee have much satis- 
faction in including it once more in their 
annual report. 


I. CALCUTTA AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD. 


Station 

formed, 

1801. Catcurra—James Thomas, C. C. Aratoon, 
John Wenger, W. W. Evans, Andrew Les- 
lie, Shujaat Ali. 

Female Missionaries—Mrs. Yates, Mrs. Tho- 
mas, Mrs. Wenger, Mrs. Leslie. 
Native Preacher—Shem. 


1838. InraLLy.—George Pearce, Ram Krishna. 
Female Missionary—Mrs. Pearce. 
Native Preachers—Three Students of the 
Native Christian Institution. 


1820. HAuran and SALKIyA.—Thomas Morgan and 
Mrs. Morgan. 
Native Preacher—Ganga Narayan. 


1824, NARSINGDACHOKE, and five neighbouring vil- 
lages.—J. C. Page, W. Thomas. 
Five Native Preachers.j 


1830. LAKHYANTIPUR, and five neighbouring villages. 
G. Pearce, F. De Monte. 
Four Native Preachers. 
1830. KHart.—Jacob. Two Native Preachers. 


1845. Matayvapur.—G. Pearce. 
Preacher. 


One Native 


Nine Stations—-Eleven Sub-stations—Eleven Mis- 
sionaries—Seven Female Missionaries—Seyven- 
teen Native Preachers. 


PREACHING TO THE HEATHEN AND MUHAM- 
MADANS. 


In Calcutta the gospel of Christ has been 
preached to the heathen by Messrs. Leslie, 
Page, and Wenger, and also by Messrs. W. 
Thomas and De Monte. Six Native brethren 
have been engaged in the same work. It 
may be asserted with safety, that except 
during the rainy season, there have been very 
few week-days on which the gospel has not 
been preached in one, if not in several of the 
markets and public streets. 

At Haurah, the Rev. T. Morgan has con- 
tinued, as in former years, to preach the word 
of life, both at the station and in the villages 
of the neighbourhood. 

Tu the vicinity of Lakhyantipur and Nar- 
singdachoke, and partially also in that of Khari, 
the gospel has likewise been proclaimed week 
after week in the markets. 


several excursions have been made during the 
year, with a view to spread the gospel, partly 
by Mr. Page, partly by some of our native 
brethren. 
Page traverse 


d the district of Baraset, and 
as Jessore, preaching the gos} 


Besides these regular and stationary labours 


On one of these occasions, Mr. 
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the river, has amidst much bodily suffering 
been engaged in proclaiming the gospel in 
several places. And our native brethren 
have, on different occasions, gone out for 
several days to preach the gospel either in the 
villages or at melas. 

Closely connected with these preaching 
Jabours, is the distribution of Scriptures and 
tracts. In this city the opportunities of doing 
this profitably are not now so frequent as 
might be supposed from the multitude of its 
inhabitants ; but in the country places that 
have been visited, many persons have been 
met with and supplied, who are likely to 
value the books and to give them an attentive 
perusal. 


CHURCHES IN AND NEAR CALCUTTA. 
1.—Church in Circular Road—English.* 


PAST cerscssossvecesevsvccvesveses tev. A. Leslie. 


This church defrays its expenditure from its own 
resources. 


This church has during the year received 
accession of several members. ‘The congrega- 
tion which assembles on the sabbath has in- 
creased very considerably, and upon the 
whole the prospects of the church are cheer- 
ing. A sabbath-school and an interesting 
bible class have been continued throughout 
the year; and a brief Hindustani service is 
held in the vestry on sabbath afternoons. 
The number of members at the close of the 
year was 77. 


2.—Church in Lal Bazar—Mized. 
Acting Pastor ....1.00.0000000.Rev. J. Thomas. 

This church defrays its expenses from its own 
resources. 

Mr. Thomas has continued to be the acting 
pastor of this church, and to conduct most of 
the services held on the sabbath mornings, 
The sabbath evening services are conducted 
by different ministers ; and those in the week 
principally by Messrs, Leslie and Page. Mr. 
Robinson of Serampore also has laid the 
church under deep obligations by supplying 
its wants on one Lord’s day ‘in every month. 

The unsettled circumstances of the church 
have produced a decrease in the attendance on 
public worship, and also a slight diminution 
of the number of members, which at the close 
of the year was 121. 


Attendance at the schools sere 290 


3.—Church in Kalinga—Native, 


PAStO1 ..cccvssesercovseveeesoeeesL@Ve Jo Wenger. 


The pastor’s salary is derived from the Parent 
Society ; the other expenses are mainly defrayed by 
the church itself. , : 


This church, and the congregation con- 


nected with it, both continue to be small. 


® The designations English, Native, Mixed, refer 


to the languages in which divine worship is con- | 


| lucted, : 
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This church now numbers thirty members, 
several of whom are absent from Calcutta. 
Their conduct has been consistent. 


4.—Church at Intally—Native. 


OSU T iawasivlonssaacerieyeseccvess Rev. G. Pearce. 
Assistant POStOT....00.ccceree Ram Krishna, 
Three Native Preachers. 


The current expenses of this and the four fol- 
lowing stations, together with the salaries of cight 
native assistants, are mainly paid by the auxiliary 
society; the Parent Society pays the salaries of the 
missionaries and assistant pastors, also those of 
five native preachers.; 


This church has through the blessing of 
God continued to prosper and to increase. It 
now numbers forty-four members; and the 
sabbath congregation, including the pupils of 
both the male and female departments of the 
Native Christian Institution, generally aver- 
ages 100 persons. 


5.—Church at Narsingdachoke— Native. 


PUStONE srsvecee seerenseeven ee ae 
Several Native Preachers. 

This church, which during the previous 
year had suffered severely from the insidious 
attacks of-popery, has during the past year 
enjoyed peace and prosperity, and received a 
slight increase of members, the whole number 
being now forty-seven. 


6.—Church at Malayapur. 
About 20 miles south of Calcutta. 


2 Ea ar, ee Tea Rey. G. Pearce. 
Native Preacher ...00.-600.Kashinath Bar. 


This is a church formed during the past 
year, A nominally Christian community, 
small in number, had been receiving religious 
instruction for two or three years past. This 
instruction was blessed to some who felt it to be 
their duty to forsake sin and profess the Lord 
by baptism. Accordingly seven of them were 
towards the end of June baptized by Mr. 
Pearce, at Intally, and formed into a church, 
They have been exposed to much opposition 
and persecution from their neighbours, but 
the Lord has enabled them to stand firm. 
The ‘number of members is at present seven. 
There is also a school attended by about fifty 
boys. ; 


7.—Church at Lakhyantipur. 
About 36 miles south of Calcutta. 


Pastors .,...,.Rev. G. Pearce, Mr. F. De Monte. 
Three Native Preachers. 


The church has during the year, upon the 
whole, enjoyed peace and prosperity, except 
towards the close, when the fall of one of the 
native assistants occasioned much sorrow, It 
now numbers eighty members. 

A. pakk& chapel has been erected during 


the year, at an expense of about 2,800 rupees, 
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which sum was obtained partly from the 
Jubilee Fund of the Parent Society, and 
partly from special donations made to this 
object by friends in India. 


8.—Church at Khari. 
About 50 miles south of Calcutta. 


Pastors weve. Rey. G. Pearce, Jacob Mandal. 
INGEVE PLEGCREY essecesreceses Kalachand, 


This church has during the past year en- 
joyed more tranquillity than formerly. _One 
of its chief enemies has lately died under cir- 
cumstances very impressive. The number of 
members is now thirty-six. 


9,—Church at Haurah, 


SPGSIOU ays vcvcassnpinapayeen@aunes Rey. T. Morgan. 
Native Preacher verecevervesaes Ganganarayan. 


The English portion of the church has 
received an addition of four members by 
baptism ; including the native members, the 
number now is twenty-nine. About 1000 
rupees have been contributed by the people, 
most of whom are yery poor. 

The past year was emphatically a year of 
peace and rest; harmony has prevailed, and 
much liberality been manifested. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morgan have under their 
charge four schools, One called the Jubilee 
school, in which English is taught, is fre- 
quented by both boys and girls. Two of its 
pupils were baptized during the year. 


The nine churches in and near Calcutta, 
now enumerated, contain 471 members, of 
whom forty-three were baptized during the 
past year, showing an increase of forty-one 
during the year. . 


EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN CALCUTTA, 
1.—The Benevolent Institution 


Has during the past year sustained the loss 
of two of its trustees, the Rev. J. D. Ellis and 
the Rev. Dr-Yates. Their places have been 
supplied by J, C. Marshman, Esq., and Rev. 
W. H. Denham. The number of scholars in 
attendance continues to be about 200 in the 
boys’ school, and 70 in the girls’ school, 
daily. These pupils belong to all the different 
religious communities in Calcutta; but the 
great majority of them are “ indigent Chris- 
tian children.” A plain education, with 
religious instruction, has been given to them 
all, A private examination was held on the 
19th December, which has been very favour- 
ably noticed by the public press. ‘ Already,” 


as says the Bengal Hurkaru, ‘the school has 
: achieved # vast amount of good; and it is a 
5 great object to maintain the means of per- 


petuating its use‘ulness.” = 


2. The Nutive Institution, 


| seventy five miles N .N -W. from ( 


The Native Institution at Tntally, of which th 
‘Mr. Pearce has the superintendence, is tre-| pr 


THE MISSIONARY HERALD 


quented by about ninety boys, mostly Hindus, 
who receive a plain English education, of 
which Christianity, as revealed in the sacred 
scriptures, is the basis, Mr, Chill, the head 
master, is supported by the Parent Society, 
whilst the current expenses have been defrayed 
by the Ladies’ Auxiliary Missionary Society. 


3.—The Native Christian Institution. 


Of this institution we have received a very 
gratifying Report from Mr. Pearce. There 
are at present twelve young men who are 
now employed either as preachers or teachers 
in mission schools, who are not only indebted 
to it for almost all the knowledge which they 
possess, but several of them for their conver- 


sion to God. Two also are ordained ministers 


of the gospel. 

At his various stations, Mr. Pearce has also 
impressed upon the people the importance of 
their aiding the gospel by their contributions. 
They receive, at most, about four-pence a day 
each, and yet one church has given £19. 
The additions to all the churches under Mr. 
Pearce’s care is twenty-six. 

The female department of the Native Chris- 
tian Institution or Boarding School, which at 
the date of our last Report was in a very low 
condition, has been revived. It is now located 
at Intally, and superintended by Mrs. Pearce 
and Miss Packer, The number of native 
Christian girls, during the year, has been 
about twenty. 

Contributions for the schools, especially for 
the support of children in the Native Christian 
Institution, will be very acceptable, and are 
much needed. - 

The total number of day-schools in Cal- 
cutta is eighteen, and of children attending 
them, 1067. 


II. OPERATIONS IN OTHER PARTS OF 
INDIA. 


1.—SERAMPORE. 
Rey. W. H. Denham, Rey. J. Robinson. 


A full account of this station will be found 
in the Missionary Herald for Nov. 1845. 
Nine persons have been baptized during the 
year; the total number of members being 
nmety-seven, There are also eight schools, 


with 809 children. The college is attended 


by 120 young persons. 


2.—KaTWa (CUTWA.) 
Commenced in 1804. 
A town in the province of Bengal, situated 
on the western banks of the Hughli, about 
aleutta, 
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changes during the year, and numbers forty- 
seven members, 


3.—SURI, IN BIRBUUM. 
Commenced in 1818. 


Sub-station—Dubragbur. 


Birbhum is a district in the province of 


Bengal, situated on the north-western extre- 
mity, about the twenty-fourth degree of north 
latitude. In 1814 it was estimated to con- 
tain 7000 square miles, and in 1801 the 
population was estimated at 700,000, in the 
proportion of thirty Hindus to one Muham- 
madan. Suri, where the missionary resides, 
and which is the modern capital of the dis- 
trict, is about 130 miles N.N.W. from 
Caleutta, 


Missionary sere REV. J. Williamson, 
Native Preachers...... Sonatan and Haradan. 


Through the blessing of God, says Mr, 
Williamson, my poor labours are not alto- 
gether in vain; five persons have now been 
restored to communion, and two more have 
been added to the church by baptism since 
last year. An auxiliary society has been lately 
formed at this station, in aid of the Parent 
Society. Almost all our native Christians 
have become subscribers, and we expect a 
few subscriptions or donations from the 
European residents of the station and district, 

Our schools are attended by about seventy 


pupils. 
4.—DINAJPUR AND SADAMAHL. 


Commenced in 1805. 


Dinajpur, the capital of the district of the 
same name, is situated about 260 miles north 
of Calcutta. Population about 20,000. 


Missionary .arsarerereerrere+e eV: H. Smylie, 
Native Preacher sever . 


Mr. Smylie continues his labours at these 
stations without interruption. Many have 
offered themselves for church-membership, 
but as they appear careless and indifferent, 
they have not been accepted. 

The church at Dinajpur has had much to 
contend with.» Seven have been excluded. 

The church at Sadam now numbers 
seven members, and has a native preacher. 


5.— JESSORE. 
Commenced in 1800. 


This district, in the southern quarter of 


Bengal, is estimated at 5000 square miles. 
The inhabitants were reckoned, in 1801, at 
1,200,00C, in the proportion of nine Muham- 
madans to seven Hindus, Sahib-ganj, the 
ustal residence of the missionary, hes about 
150 miles north: east from Calcutta, _ 


his rest, 


Missionary ceaceever paabarRiuneaws Rey. J. Parry. 
Aided by eleven Native Preachers. 


The reports from this station continue en- 
couraging. The result of the past year’s 
labours exhibits an increase of twenty-eight 
members. The gospel has been preached, 
schools superintended, and tracts and scrip- 
tures distributed by myself and assistants, in 
about 120 villages, and thirty markets, and 
three melas. The total number of members 
is 151, and of scholars 300. 


6.—BARISAL. 
Commenced in 1828. 
Barisal is the principal town in the district 


of Bakarganj, about 185 miles east from 
Caleutta. 


MUssionary.sirersenves Rev. S. Bareiro, 
Native Preachers....Bishwanath and Gorachand. 
SUD-SECLION cs ceerevuee Shagardi. 


The report of Mr. Bareiro’s labours for 
the last year abounds with encouragement, 
Thirty-two persons have been baptized. There 
are about 200 more of whose conversion to 
God the strongest hopes are entertained. 


7.—DHAKAH (DACCA.) 
Commenced in 1816, 


A large town in Bengal, situated beyond 
the principal stream of the Ganges, but ex- 
tending, with its suburbs, six miles on the 
bank of the Buri Ganga, or Old Ganges. It 
is about 190 miles north-east from Calcutta. 
Its population in 1801 was stated at above 
200,000, but it has since been estimated as 
high as 300,000; there being, as has been 
ascertained, about 90,000 houses. 

Missionaries verserserers = ~ See 
Native Preachers...Chand, Ramjiban, Jaynarayan. 


The story of our direct and palpable success, 
says Mr. Robinson, is, I am sorry to say, very 
soon told. Three persons have been baptized ; 
two of them the wives of two of our native 
preachers, and the other, a young’ man who 
has been brought up a Romanist. This is 
all; but even this is an improvement, a 
change for the better; for during several 


|preceding years we had not to tell of even 


one baptized. : 
The general appearance of things at Dacca 


His not such as to lead us to expect any great 
/immediate success. 


The prospect is one of 
labour and severe contest. A Romanist 
bishop is about to make Dacca his head 
quarters. = : 

Mr. Leonard is now laid aside; he has la- 
boured long and diligently, but his labours 
are ended ; he is only waiting to enter into 


ere - - 


i 
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8,— CHITTAGONG. 
Commenced in 1812. 


The district, 120 miles long, by an average 
of twenty-five in width, and including above 
a million of inhabitants, forms the south-east 
extremity of Bengal. Here the two idolatrous 
systems of Brahma and Budh come into con- 
tact, and the chain of caste is therefore feeble. 
The capital, Islamabad, is frequently called 
Chittagong, and there the missionaries reside. 
It is eight miles from the sea, on the western 
bank of the Karnaphutty river, and about 340 
miles east from Calcutta. The inhabitants 
are a mixed race—Hindus, Muhammadans, 
and Arakanese or Mughs. The Muhamma- 
dans exceed the Hindus in the proportion of 
three to two. 

Missionaries ...Rey. J. Johannes, Rev. J. C. Fink. 
NativePreachers,..Ganga Narayan, Bhagawan, Mini- 
ram, Dangiya. 

The labours of our brethren at this station 
are encouraging, though they have to contend 
with both heathenism and popery. Eight 
persons have been baptized, and the total 
number of members is forty. 


9,.—MONGHIR, 
Commenced in 1816. 


A celebrated town and fortress in the pro- 
vince of Bahar, district of Boglipur, situated 
on the south side of the river Ganges, and 
distant from Calcutta about 300 miles. The 
number of inhabitants is about 30,000. 


Mis8ionaries.....0000...ReV. J. Lawrence. 
Rey. J. Parsons. 
Native Teachers ......Nayansukh, Haridas, Sudin. 


At Monghir our brethren have had to 
mourn that no additions have been made to 
their number during the year. There is 
reason to hope, however, that some will be 
added to them ere long. 


~~ 10.— Patna. 
Commenced in 1811. 


Patna is situated on the northern bank of 
the Ganges, opposite the influx of the Gun- 
duck river, about 320 miles N.W. of Calcutta. 
Its population is variously stated at from 
300,000 to 400,000 souls; two-thirds being 
Hindus. The Muhammadan name of the 
city is Azimahabad. 


Missionary .........Rey. H. Beddy.” 
Native Preachers...Magdumbaksh, Bihari, 


During the past year missionary work has 
been carried on in the same manner as here- 
tofore. In-door and out-door preaching has 
been attended to as usual, and the word has 
been listened to with apparent attention. 
Mr. Heini has left for Benares for the benefit 
of his health, The total number of members 
is twenty-three, Sia tutee 
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11.—BENARES, CHUNAR. 
Commenced in 1817. 


This ancient seat of Brabminical learning, 
or Hindu superstition, is situated on the north 
bank of the Ganges, about 430 miles N.W. 
from Caleutta. It includes a population of 
upwards of 200,000: but during the idolatrous 
festivals the concourse is almost beyond cal- 
culation. Eight thousand houses are said to 
be occupied by brahmans, who receive con- 
tributions, though each has property of his 
own. ‘he Muhammadans form about a tenth 
of the population. 


Missionaries.,...Rey. W. Smith, Rey. G. Small. 


Through the help afforded this station by 
the presence of Mr. Small, the work of our 
brethren has been considerably increased 
during the year. Schools which Mr. Smith 
had been compelled to give up have been re- 
opened, and others added to them. Schools 
have been commenced in the Bengali district 
of Benares, in the Chanhatta bazaar, for those 
speaking the Hindi, and in the cantonments. 
In preaching to the natives Mr. Smith has 
been constantly engaged, and Mr. Small has 
made a commencement. 

At Chunar a large and interesting sabbath 
school has been conducted by the pious and 
zealous school-master of the station, Sergeant 
Wilks. The average attendance of boys and 
girls has been forty. Suitable books are sent, 
and occasionally given to the children; and 
on alternate Saturday evenings they all meet 
to hear an address from their much loved 
teacher. Pleasing instances of early piety 
might be adduced, the result of his labours 
under God. : 

The church at Benares consists of sixteen 
members, six of whom-are native, the rest 
European. That at Chunar, of which school 
Sergeant Wilks has acted as pastor during 
the year, is also composed of sixteen mem- 
bers. 

One member was added to the Chunar 
church by baptism during the year, and 
another on new year’s day of the present year. 
At Benares there was also one addition by 
baptism, a grand-daughter of Mr. Smith, at 
the early age of thirteen. 

The schools under the care of our brethren, 
and which are maintained at a cost of about 
£70 or £80 a year, greatly need the aid of 
English friends, 

FY 


13,—aLLAWaBaD. 


~ 


Commenced in 1814, ai 


_ This ancient city, the capital of the province, — 
is situated at the confluence of the Jumna 

with the Ganges, about 500 miles W.N,W. 
from Calcutta. At the junction of these two 
rivers, so awfully celebrated for tl truc 
tion of human life, vast crowd: 


d for the destruc. 


Counterslip, Bristol. 
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and Mussulmans assemble annually to bathe | 


in the sacred waters. Formerly the govern- 
ment derived a considerable revenue from a 
tax on the pilgrims, which is now happily 
abolished. In 1803 the inhabitants of Alla- 
habad, exclusive of the garrison, were esti- 
mated at 20,000 persons. 


Missionary ssecrssenceeres Rey. L. Mackintosh. 


Owing to the advanced age and illness of 
our brother Mackintosh, there is but little to 
report at this station. ‘The church numbers 
seven members, 


14,—aGRa. 
Commenced in 1811—recommenced in 1834. 


The capital of the district and province of 
the same name, commodiously situated on the 
south-west side of the Jumna, about 800 
miles N.W. of Calcutta. It does not appear 
that any enumeration of the population has 
ever been made; but the number of inha- 
bitants is probably about 60,000, and from 
the facility Agra affords to the commerce of 
Western Hindustan, this number may be ex- 
pected greatly to increase. 

Missionarices...Rey. R. Williams, Rev. J. Make- 
peace, 
And six Native Teachers. 

Since the last Report there have been im- 
portant changes at this station. Mr. Williams 
has been joined by Mr. Makepeace, and 
various Native Agents have been taken up by 
them ; and an efficient Auxilliary Missionary 
Society has been formed. Thirty-six have 
been baptized, thirty-three Hindus and three 
Europeans ; nearly all of these are going on 
well, 


15,—MUTTRA. 


A celebrated city of great antiquity, situ- 
ated on the western bank of the Jumna, about 
thirty miles N.E. by N. from Agra, and con- 
taining a population of 50,000 inhabitants, of 
whom about one-eighth are Muhammadans. 


” Missionary.....,.0000+-Rev. T. Phillips. 
Native Preachers ......John Bernard, Jiva Jitra. 


The last year has been one of peculiar 
trial to Mr. Phillips. Heavy rains destroyed 
the new chapel he had recently erected, while 
he was visited by heavy domestic afflictions. 
One person, however, has been baptized, and 
three others were on the eve of decision, when 
they were deterred by the influence and 
threats of their friends. = ; : 

The Maze Pond School is carried on with 
much encouragement, the atterdance being 
forty. The labours of the native preachers 
are also uninterrupted. They are every where 
well received by their countrymen, — One of 
them is now supported by the friends at 


jee) 
bo: 
—_ 


16,—DILHI. 
Commenced in 1818. 


The ancient city of the Great Mogul, and 
still nominally an imperial city under its own 
emperor, lies about 900 miles distant from 
Calcutta to the north-west. In the reign of 
Auranzebe, the population was loosely esti- 
mated at two millions, and the ruins of old 
Dilhi even now ‘Cover a plain for nearly eight 
miles to the south—a striking scene of desola- 
tion—though some of the gates and mosques 
of this ancient place are tolerably entire. ‘The 
present city is built on two rocky eminences, 
surrounded on three sides by a stone wall of 
thirty feet in height, with the stream of the 
river Jumna on the east. Besides Hindu 
temples, there are above forty Muhammadan 
mosques in it. No regular census of the in- 
habitants has ever been taken, but they are 
estimated at about 150,000. 


Missionary seeeeeeee Rey. J. T. Thompson. 
Native Preachers ...Deviger and Manirain. 

The labours of our brother Thompson 
during the year have met with much encour- 
agement. Several inquirers have been tempted 
to leave, and others compelled by their friends. 
Seven persons,-however, have been. baptized ; 
the church now consisting of nineteen mem- 
bers, 


JAVA. 
SAMARANG vssserereeesee «- GOttliecb Bruckner. 
SUMATRA. 
PEDANG sy.ansseacs ayetoevencsqeersetl¥ a Nes Ward, 


Four Stations—about twenty Sub-stations—seyen 
European Missionaries—Five Female Mission- 
aries—Twenty-four Native Preachers, including 
Forty-four Schoolmasters — and Forty-four 
Schools. The gospel is also preached in about 
150 villages. 


CEYLON, 


Kanpy.—The labours of Mr. Dawson have 
been continued during the year without inter- 
mission. Mrs, Birt, we regret to state, has 
been compelled to resign her post through the 
continued failure of her health. She is now 
on her way to this country, and will be greatly 
missed at the station. Of his labours, Mr. 
Dawson has recently forwarded the following 
account :— 3 = 

In Kandy there is preaching four times on 
the Lord's day; at nine o’clock in Portuguese, 
at eleven in Singhalese, at three in Tamil, 
and at half-past six in English. Seven mem- 
bers havedied during the year, and four have 
removed to other parts of the island. These are 
the more missed as there have been no additions 
by baptism, though six candidates have been 
waiting some time for admission to that rite, 
the administration of which has from various 
causes been delayed. The suspension of Mrs, 


Birt’s labours has been not a little felt, as 


- 


oplall 


> 
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there is no other English girls’ school in 
Kandy. The press has been almost inces- 
santly employed, partly in mission work and 
partly in work for the public. 

«‘ At Matelle there has been a girls’ school 
during ten months of the year, but from the 
small number of children who latterly at- 
tended, it was thought advisable to give it up. 
A boys’ school also, in addition to the one 
which has been in operation several years, 
was opened a short distance from Matelle, 
but after two months the master died of 
cholera, and another cannot yet be obtained. 
A Tamil school has also been in operation the 
whole year, and the schoolmaster (who was 
baptized last year) is engaged out of school 
hours in distributing tracts and exhorting his 
neighbours. Moreover, on Saturday and Sun- 
day he visits neighbouring coffee estates, and 
preaches to the Coolies, for which work he is 
very well adapted. 

“Connected with the Utuan Kandy station 
there are four schools, which are tolerably 
well attended. The native assistant regularly 
visits them, and preaches in the school bung- 
alows, The one most recently established is 
at Mollegoddy, an ancient seat of royalty, 
and to its support the funds supplied by the 
friends at Meeting House Alley, Portsea, are 
appropriated. 

‘‘The. labours of the missionary on the 
Coffee Plantations have been unremitting ; 
and his residence among the Coolies has, it is 
hoped, exerted a beneficial influence. 

“« Tworecent acts of the Legislative Council 
will do much to remove the obstacles to the 
reception of Christianity by many of the 
natives. Slavery in Ceylon is now abolished. 
The number of slaves it is true was not great, 
but so debasing and brutalizing is the very 
nature of slavery, that all free men (and how 
much more so slaves) will rejoice in its ex- 
tinction. The other act is one which has not 
yet come into operation. By it the connexion 
which has hitherto subsisted between the 
British government and Buddhism is to cease. 
All Buddhist property—lands, temples, relics 
—which have hitherto been in the custody of 
government, will now be given over to trus- 
tees appointed from among the priesthood and 
laity, to manage the entire concerns of their 
own religion. The priests are most dissatisfied 
and alarmed. \They say the pillar which 
supported their religion is giving way, and 


livion,” : 
The number of members connected with 


schools, 207. Rev. James Allen, late of 


Alcester, having been accepted as a mission-| 


ary, reached Ceylon early in the present year, 
and is now located at Kandy. 


Cotomso.—At Colombo Davies has | 
‘been most laboriously oc: ds wi é 
various duties of his station. "The : 


the schools, the auxiliary, and the academy, 
have made demands upqn his strength which 
have proved more than it could bear. He is 
now suffering in consequence, and has been 
obliged to leave Colombo for the highland of 
the interior of the island. The arrival of 
Rev. C. B. Lewis, who will take charge of 
the academy, and share the other responsibili- 
ties of the station, will therefore be a most 
seasonable relief, Mr. Davies has devoted a 
considerable portion of his time to the im- 
provement of the schools. and of the academy; 
the fruit of which, it is hoped, will appear in 
future years. 

“‘In the Colombo district,” says Mr. Da- 
vies, “‘ we have fourteen principal stations, in 
which about three public services have been 
held every week; ten sub-stations, in which 
the word has been preached about once every 
week; 132 villages have been visited about 
once a month, and 100 more occasionally, or 
about twice a year. The population of these 
villages varies from ten to 100 souls, except 
in the Matura district. When a congregation 
can be collected in them it averages about 
thirteen or fourteen persons, except when 
Europeans preach. The native assistants 
generally go from house to house. 

“ Last year fifty-nine persons were baptized, 
and four were excluded; ten have died, and 
two have withdrawn. We have now sixty 
candidates, some of whom are hopeful charac- 
ters. 

“We have three Sabbath Schools, one 
English and two Singhalese, and ninety 
children ; thirty-four day schools, three Eng- 
lish and the rest Singhalese, and about .873 
children, The English schools are in a pros- 
perous state. Of the existing defects and 
desirable improvements of the others I have 
written often, : 

“We have distributed during the year 
3292 tracts, 500 were in English, and from 
the Religious Tract Society at home; 100 in 
Portuguese, from the Wesleyan Press, Co- 
lombo ; 400 in Tamil, from the American 
mission press, Jaffna; the remainder in Sing- 
halese, 240 from the Wesleyan Press, and 
2052 from our own mission press, Kandy, 
Two hundred and eighty-seven copies of the 
New Testament have been distributed, chiefly 


to schools, six in Tamil from Jaffna, the rest 


in Singhalese, from the Wesleyan and Church 


ted gi | mission presses.” 
now it will fall. So let it, into eternal ob- | 


The contributions to the auxiliary in Ceylon 


jhave amounted during the year to £396, in- 


|cluding special donations, to the amount of 
Kandy is forty-eight ; and of scholars, in ten | ace —— 


£120, towards the erection of mission pre- 
mises at Kandy. ——— seed 


_ Contributions“of £8 a year from schools or _ 
Juvenile auxiliaries for the support of school 


in Ceylon, will be - 
exanple of New Park S 
Ho Hey, 


ace ptable. ; 
et, London, and 


ay 
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AFRICA. 


FERNANDO Po, CiARENcE.—John and Mrs. Clarke, 
K. Prince, M.D., and Mrs. Prince, 
Thomas and Mrs. Sturgeon, Thomas and 
Mrs. Thompson, Captain Milburne. 
Teachers—Mr. and Mrs. Norman, J. W. Chris- 
tian, P. Nicolls, Misses Stewart and Vitou. 
Resoia.— Teachers— Mr. and Mrs. Bundy. 
Bassapo, &¢.— Teachers—Mr. and Mrs. Ennis. 
Bassipu.— Teachers—Mr. and Mrs. Gallipore. 
BAssIwALLA.—Teachers—Mr. and Mrs. Trusty. 


Brmpra.—Joseph and Mrs. Merrick, W. Newbegin, 
(Surgeon) and Mrs. Newbegin. 
Teachers—Mr. and Mrs. Duckets, Mr. and 
Mrs. Fuller. 
CaMEROON, OLD CALABAR.—Alfred and Mrs. Saker. 
Four Stations—Five Sub-stations—Eight Mission- 
aries—Nine Teachers—Sixteen Female Mission- 
aries and Teachers. 


The labours of our brethren in Africa had 
proceeded up to the commencement of 1846 
without interruption, except from sickness. 
Though all our brethren have suffered more 
or less, we have still to record the special 
interposition of God in preserving their lives. 
Two of the children of our brethren have 
been removed by death, and one of the 
settlers ; but they themselves are still enabled 
to carry on their work with much diligence, 
and in the midst of much encouragement. 
The arrival of the Dove with her precious 
freight, after a brief and prosperous voyage, 
filled the hearts of our brethren with joy. 
She has been occupied during the whole year 
in visiting the various stations, and has con- 
tributed most materially to the health of our 
missionaries and the general prosperity of the 
mission, As a sailing-vessel, she has an- 
swered the expectations of all our friends, and 
though our brethren are still anxious to have 
a steamer, they expressa hope that the “ Dove” 
will remain at all events till the end of her 
second year of service. The Committee are 
thankful in being able to report that most of 
the sum required for the support of the Dove, 
has been obtained by our young friends, and 
that there is every reason to hope the whole 
will be obtained in a month or two. 

Accounts received during the year speak 
favourably of the labours and influence of the 
friends who have been brought from Jamaica. 
Several of them are stationed in Fernando 
Po, and others at Bimbia. At Brera, our 
brother Merrick has been occupied during 
the year with his translations, his preaching, 
and visits to the interior. None have been 


as yet baptized, but there are several inquirers, | 
at 


there is much to encourage our brother 
in the attentiveness of the people, and in their 
anxiety to hear the message he has to deliver. 
He-is now able to preach in both the Isubu 
and Dewalla or Cameroons tongues. 
The progress of the mission at Cameroons 
has been greatly impeded by the death of the 
old king, and divisions amongst his people as 


to his successor. Mr. Suker, bowsves, 04 


Dr, Prince have visited the tribes on the 


er pee 
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of the river, and preached the gospel to many 
hundreds of the natives. In most instances, 
the people heard for the first time the glad 
tidings of eternal life. 

In fulfilment of a promise made in 1841, 
by Mr. Clarke and Dr. Prince, and frequently 
repeated since, a station was formed last year 
at King Eyamba’s Town, Old Calabar. The 
house and school-room, which has been erected 
for the teacher, was taken possession of by 
Mr. Clarke and J. W. Christian early in 
October, with the intention that several of 
our brethren should occupy it six weeks each, 
and so avoid the risk which a continuous 
residence in such a district might incur. All 
the accounts represent the moral condition of 
the people as most degraded. They seem 
given over to “ abominable idolatries.” The 
locality is one of the most unhealthy our mis- 
sionaries have yet visited. “‘ They will require 
more courage”? (as Commander Gootch ex- 
pressed it), ‘‘than those who stand before the 
cannon’s mouth.” Out of a small number of 
white visitors, 128 have died there within the 
last thirteen months. 

The dangers of our brethren are still further 
increased by the growing prevalence in this 
district of the slave-trade; several vessels 
employed in this iniquitous traffic having been 
seen in the vicinity of Fernando Po. May 
these difficulties and dangers induce us the 
more to bear our brethren and their- cause on 
our hearts before God. After all, ‘‘ the Lord 
of Hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our 
refuge.” 

At Cxrarence, Mr. Sturgeon has laboured 
during the year with much encouragement, 
while the members of the chureh under his 
care have visited several of the neighbouring 
towns, Sixteen persons have been baptized, 
and the church now contains eighty-four 
members. The progress of our mission at 
this station, however, may be best seen from 
the following table, which gives a view of the 
state of the town in 1842 and 1845:— 


Feb. 1842. Aug, 1845, 
13 Members in the Church ....scsessecseesoressersees 79 
80 INquirers. ....ccssereererevee 210 

120 Attending Sunday-school . . 350 
30 Attending Day-school....... en LOO: 

180 Attending public worship........- 450 
18 Who could read the Scriptures wove 144 


12 Who could WYitesssssssssserreeseeerersnenersererns AL 


It is a gratifying proof of the general esteem 
in which Mr. Sturgeon and the labours of our 
brethren are held, that captains and others 
visiting Clarence, have contributed, with the 
church, in two years, upwards of £250 towards 
the erection of a new chapel. 

Mr. Clarke, and those of our brethren 


| whose names are not introduced in connection 


with any particular station, have been engaged 

during the year in the general work of the 

mission at Clarence aud on the Continent. — 
Since the above account was written, in- 


telligence of a very painful kind has reached 


weit = 
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the Committee, in reference to the station of 
the Society at Clarence, All our brethren 
have been ordered by the Spanish authorities 
to leave Fernando Po; twelve months being | 
allowed them to dispose of the property of the 
Society. Two Romish priests have also been | 
left at Clarence. As the whole of this intel- 
ligence, and the steps necessary to be taken in 
consequence of it, are still under the grave! 
consideration of the Committee, they deem it | 
undesirable at present to add more. Their | 
friends may rely upon their giving the subject | 
the-~utmost attention, and they entreat the 
prayers of the churches that this attempt may 
turn out even to the furtherance of the gospel 
and the good of Africa. 


WEST INDIES. 
I.—JAMAICA. 


The stated labours of the Society during 
the last year have been confined to the partial 
support of the Calabar Institution. In the 
early part of the year, the financial difficulties 
of the churches created a fear that they would 
not be able to meet the expense of supporting 
the students. The last reports, however, 
were more favourable, and though the death 
of our brother, William Knibb, will be a sad 
blow to the Institution, especially in the pre- 
sent state of the island, it is hoped that the 
zealous labours of the tutor, Mr. Tinson, may be 
crowned with success, and the necessary funds 
supplied. The number of students is ten, 
and Mr, Tinson speaks highly of their piety 


and general qualifications. Mr. Tinson has 
been laid aside during part of the year by 
illness, but is now able to resume his duties, 
It will be seen from the balance-sheet that 
in addition to the grant to Jamaica, there are 
a few payments to our brethren in Jamaica. 
These were to meet bills which had been 
accepted prior to the last annual meeting, 
and before the grant was contemplated. They 


-were drawn to relieve cases of extreme per- 


sonal distress» The grant will of course pre- 
clude all such cases in future years. 

Though the churches in Jamaica are no 
longer connected with the Society, it will be 
expected that a brief statement of their pre- 
sent condition will be given in the annual 
report. Both in additions to the churches, 
and in the important work of education, the 
returns are less satisfactory than in previous 
years. In connexion with the Western 
Union, which comprises two-thirds of the 
churches in the island, 947 have been bap- 
tized, the clear increase being 986. The 
total number of members is 21,162, and of 
inquirers, 3502. The additions to all the 


‘churches are about 1250, and the number of 


members abont 34,000: not a material in- 


crease over the numbers reported last year. 


‘Several of the day-schools have, for want 


‘of funds, been closed ; and the attendance at 


most of the schools has diminished. The 


paratively are but fe 


total number of scholars on the books is about 
4000. On the other hand, there are in the 
Western Union alone, 9471 children in at- 
tendance at Sunday-schools, taught by 608 
teachers. It affords the Committee pleasure 
to state that an appeal forwarded from the 
Western Union, and addressed to the Educa- 
tional Committee of the Society of Friends, 
has been responded to by a grant of £500. 
From the south side of the island, where 
education and religious teaching are not less 
necessary, no comprehensive accouats have 
been received. 


Il.—BAHAMA ISLANDS. 


Eleyen Stations, and about Thirty-five Sub- 
stations—Three Missionaries—Eight Teachers 
and Preachers—One hundred unpaid Teachers 
and Helpers. 


The labours of our brethren in the Baha- 
mas have been continued through the year 
without interruption. The successful defence 
of the poor members at Exuma in 1844 has 
secured for our missionaries increased affec- 
tion and respect from the authorities and the 
people. ‘Three hundred persons have been 
baptized ; the total number of members being 
2648. 

One sign of the healthy state of the 
churches is the amount of their contributions 
towards the maintenance of the gospel among 
them. Though the islands are exceedingly 
poor, they have contributed towards the re- 
pairing of chapels and other local objects, 
£362 9s. 6d., and towards their Auxiliary 
Missionary Society, £44 10s. This is a larger 
sum than has been contributed in any pre- 
ceding year, - 

These contributions, and the general pro- 
gress of the churches, are to be ascribed in no 
small degree to the division of the work among 
our brethren. Mr. Capern continuing to act 
as pastor at Nassau, and Mr. Rycroft having 
undertaken the arduous and self-denying work 
connected with the out-islands. Mr. Little- 
wood still labours at Grand Cay. 

While our brethren generally have suffered 
much from sickness during the year, they 
have also been called to deplore the death of 
Mrs. Pearson. She died on the 13th Noy. 
and her remains were attended to the grave 
by many hundred of sincere mourners. 

In his frequent visits to the out-islands, 
Mr. Rycroft has often had to acknowledge 
the kindness and attention of the people. The 
dangers and toils connected with his voyages 
have all the consolation which the hearty 
appreciation of his services can supply. 


Of his labours at Grand Cay, r. Little- : 


wood writes with much satisfaction :— 
“Tn the church we have had less to try 
our faith and patience this year than in the 


preceding, For months in succession we have 


ad no cause to inquire into the misconduct 
of any member, hence our excl \ 


sur exclusions com=— 
_ The baptismal: pool 


el 


— ere 


FOR MAY, 1846. 325 


has several times been disturbed by willing 
converts; seventy-four having voluntarily, 
seripturally, and intelligently thus followed the 
example of Him who said, ‘ Thus it becometh 
us to fulfil all righteousness.’ 

“ Jevery evening, Saturday excepted, I am 
engaged with my people. Our bible meeting 
is attended by thirty or forty young people, 
who invariably bring written answers to use- 
ful questions, which I am proud to state have 
been highly creditable to them. The candi- 
dates for baptism are met by myself once 
every week. On the first Monday evening of 
every month we hold a missionary prayer- 
meeting, which is succeeded by similar meet- 
ings on Wednesday evening in our individual 
classes, of which we have sixteen, and each 
leader being a collector is expected to make 
an effort on this occasion in that department. 

“We have formed an auxiliary mission, and 
£15 sterling has been the result of the first 
six months’ effort. We have about thirty 
collectors, Our hope is that each one will at 
least realize £1 sterling.” 


III.—TRINIDAD. 


Five Stations—Two Missionaries—Two Female 
Missionaries—Two Teachers. 

The labours of our brethren Cowen and 
Law, the latter of whom reached Trinidad 
towards the end of 1845, have been continued 
without any other interruption than that 
caused by temporary illness. They have 
both suffered greatly from attacks of fever, 
though they are now recovered. Mrs. Cowen 
has been so ill that it is feared she may be 
compelled to return for a season to this 
country. 

‘‘Things,” writes Mr. Cowen, “wear a 
more encouraging aspect than they did twelve 
months since in many respects, but yet harvest 
time has not yet appeared, the ripe fruit does 
not appear in the clusters. We have more 
work than can be performed without risk, but 
for preservation we look up and take courage.” 

Mr. Law has, for the present, taken charge 
of the station at Port of Spain, and Mr, Cowen 
has spent some time in visiting the interior. 
The increase to the churches is but small, the 
total number of members being fifty-two. 

In consequence of the embarrassed state of 
the Society’s funds, one or two of the teachers 
have been dismissed, and one of the most 
encouraging schools closed. Through the 
kindness of the Society of Friends, whose 
Educational Committee have resolved to 
grant £50 a year for two years to this object, 
they are now, it is expected, re-opened. Mr. 
Cowen confidently hopes for the most im- 
portant spiritual results from the increase of 
scriptural education among this benighted 
people. 


HAYTI. 


- During the last year the contemplated mis- 
sion to Hayti has been commenced amid very 


encouraging prospects, Mr. Francies landed 
at Jacmel towards the close of 1845, and was 
most courteously received by the authorities, 
who admitted all the bibles and school 
materials free of duty. A station has been 
formed at Jacmel, and a school opened under 
the care of Miss Harris, who accompanied 
Mr. and Mrs. Francies from France, The 
town contains a population of about 10,000 
inhabitants, and the surrounding district of 
about 60,000 more; the whole without any 
protestant teachers or schools, 


AMERICA. 
HONDURAS—BELIZE. 


One Station—Three Sub-stations—Three Mission- 
aries—Five Native Teachers. 


The station at Honduras has been strength- 
ened during the year by the arrival of Mr. 
and Mrs. Kingdon. Mr. Kingdon’s work 
will be the preparation of versions of the 
sacred scriptures in the various Indian lan- 
guages spoken in the interior. He has already 
made considerable progress in the Maya and 
the Spanish. 

Mr. Kingdon and Mr. Buttfield have com- 
menced-# new station at Belize, and have ob- 
tained from merchants residing there upwards 
of £50 towards the fitting up of a chapel. Sun- 
day-schools are also established, and both our 
brethren spend considerable time in visiting 
the native and Spanish workmen residing in 
that locality. Arrangements have also been 
made to establish a mission among the 
“ocangs ” of mahogany cutters who reside in 
the interior several months of the year, and 
are entircly destitute of religious instruction. 
It is expected that considerable help will be 
obtained for this mission from mercantile 
firms engaged in-the trade. 

The church under Mr. Henderson’s care 
has had fifteen added to it during the year, 
and seven restored; on the other hand, eleven 
have been excluded. The total number of 
members is 130; of day-schools three, with 
an attendance of 183 children. 

During the year the attention of the Com- 
mittee has been called more than once to the _ 
importance of the work of biblical translations 
in connexion with the interior of the South 
American continent. The priests are fast 
losing their influence with families and the 
people at large. Bible distribution has been 
supported by the Yucatan authorities, and 
Mr. Crowe (some time in the service of the 
Society) has carried the sacred volume to 
Guatimala, the common people receiving it 
gladly. Spaniards, Charibs, Mosquito men, 
regularly visit Belize on business. Many are 
settled there, and all are ready to carry or 
send the scriptures into the interior, All 
that. seems wanting is satisfactory translations 
andalarger supply, 


~ 
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CANADA, 

Twelve Stations—Twelye Ministers, educated or 

aided—Fifty-six baptized—599 members. 

The labours of the Baptist Missionary 
Society in Canada are very various, and on the 
whole, encouraging. They aid in training a 
ministry in Canada itself by supporting the 
tutor. They send out labourers, and they 
contribute through the Canada Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society towards the support of several 
missionaries and evangelists who are occupied 
in preaching the gospel to our fellow-subjects 
in those provinces. 

Since the last annual meeting, twenty stu- 
dents have enjoyed the educational advantages 
of the institution. Three have recently settled 
in different posts of usefulness : Mr. Hewson, at 
St. Catherines; Mr. Porterfield, at St. Amands; 
and Mr, Slaught, at Windham, &c. The 
students are all occupied, too, in conducting 
religious services in Montreal, and in tract 
distribution. The new collegiate building is 
now nearly completed, and seems likely to 
prove of great service to the institution gene- 
rally. Though not built at the cost of the 
Society, this notice cannot fail to gratify our 
friends. 

The stations which have been in any way 
aided by the Society during the year, are the 
following. To Qursrc the Rev. D. Marsh 
has gone from this country. His ministry 
seems to be highly acceptable, and the pros- 
pects of usefulness are very encouraging. At 
OsnaBruck and Cornwatt, Mr. McLean 
continues his labours. At Brockyriuz, 
Mr. Boyd has baptized eleven persons. The 
church at Kincston, under the care of Mr. 
Lorimer, increases, At Toronro, Mr. Fyfe 
has had to contend with serious difficulties, 
but his Iabour is not in vain, At Sr. 
Catuertnes, Mr. Hewson is labouring with 
much zeal. At Berrr and Sarem a flour- 


9. ‘The 


Other stations are indebted for t 
of their pastors to the Society. 


In addition to these fields of Jabour, there 
are several others aided or entirely supported 
by the Canadian Baptist Missionary Society. 
Among the most important are Paris, the 
Niagara district, and the stations known as 
the Grande Ligne Mission. These last are 
among the French Canadians. There are in 
all six important stations ; sixteen young men 
are under training as colporteurs, school- 
masters, or pastors; about 200 children in 
six schools ; two churches and pastors, with 
about 200 members; ten teachers and colpor- 
teurs. On various considerations, this mission 
is a most important one, and though the Com- 
mittee have not felt at liberty to make any 
grant to it from the funds of the Society, they 
will very willingly transmit any contributions 
that may be given expressly for this object. 


EUROPE, 
FRANCE, 


Mortarx. Rey. J. Jenkins, J. Jones, 
Mrs. Jenkins, Mrs. Jones. 


The missionary labours of our brethren at 
Morlaix have been somewhat interrupted 
during the early part of the year by the 
anxiety and toil of collecting for the chapel 
recently erected in that place. Mr. Jenkins 
visited several parts of France and England, 
and has obtained within thirty pounds of the 
amount required to meet the entire expense, 
Donations to enable him to pay off this 
deficiency will be very acceptable. 

If, however, collecting for the chapel has 
caused a little interruption, this disadvantage 
is amply compensated by the publicity of the 
building, and the increased congregations 
which now attend the ministry of our bre- 
thren. Judging from the opposition which 
their labours excite, it is plain that their cause 
is making advances, and that ere long we ma. 
look for matured fruit. At the opening of the 
chapel there was an attendance of upwards of 


nected with the reformed church took part in 
the services, Three persons have been bap. 
tized during the year. 

The labours of Mr. Jones in tract distribut- 


continued. — 
Mr. Jenkins has made considerable pro- 


on| year for the s 
| who are so mu 


Testament in the Breton, 


with the people. 
there are 500,000 
Breton, 


two hundred persons, Various pastors con-_ 


ing and other evangelical efforts have been 


gress with his raped version of the New 
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HOME PROCEEDINGS. 
FUNDS. 


The Committee are sorry to report that the 
year closes with a considerable balance against 
the Society. The Committee make this an- 
nouncement with regret. They deem it very 
desirable that the income and expenditure of 
the Society should as nearly as possible agree. 
A few words of explanation, however, will 
show that the Committee have not been want- 
ing either in carefulness or economy. It may 
be stated in the first place, that it is very 
difficult to ascertain, with anything like accu- 
racy, what the income of the Society will be. 
That question is not decided till the very end 
of the financial year. More than this, it is 
impossible to foresee what vacant stations 
will require to be supplied, what missionaries 
may return, what illness may visit the families 
or persons of our brethren. The last two 
years have been peculiarly trying in all these 
respects. India, Jamaica, Africa, have each 
cost, on these accounts, many hundred pounds 
more than usual, and together some thousands, 
Nor will this appear an exorbitant amount, 
when it is remembered that each new mis- 
sionary sent out costs on the average upwards 
of £200 for outfit and passage ; and each 
returned missionary nearly an equal sum. 
Necessary as this additional expenditure 
has been, the Committee greatly deplore it, 
and they hope that by prudence on their own 
part, and increased effort on the part of their 
friends, it may be found practicable to avoid 
such a deficiency in future years. 

During the year an unusually large number 
of donations of £50 and upwards have been 
received, which-are inserted in the Appendix. 

The subscriptions of £50 and upwards are 
the same as last year. é 

Another source of income which claims 
distinct reference, is the legacies bequeathed 
to the Society by old and attached friends. 
The following have been received :— 


Rey. W. Newman, D.D., by Rev. G. 
Pritchard -sctivvstavccvtvvecvissvewivaso. sve 900 0 


Mrs. C. Stewarton, by R. Kettle, Esq... 46 7 
Mr. Crane, by Mr. J. Cozens (in part)... 37 5 
Rey. J Edwards, of Carmarthen............ 1 


Mrs, Frith, Millbridge.......cc.sscensereevees 
E. Christmas, Esq., Dereham........+.0000+ 
Mr. G. Constable, by Mr. T. Fox ......... 
Mrs. Palmer, Wallingford ........esseseeee 10 0 


The receipts of the Society for missionary 
purposes have amounted to £22,586 4s. 10d., 
of which £4002 16s. 3d. is for special objects, 
and £18,583 8s. 7d. for the general fund ; 
being an increase in the total of £2593 18s. 5d. 
above the receipts of the last year, and in the 
general fund of £2242 18s. 5d. It is but 
just to add that the receipts from auxiliaries 
connected with foreign stations are Jarger than 
usual, and that the grants from the Bible 
Translation Society have amounted to £2117 
6s. 3d., including £511 7s, 3d. from the 
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the other hand the expenditure has amounted 
to £25,191 2s. 8d., being an excess above 
the receipts of £2604 17s. 10d. This sum, 
added to the amount due by the Society on 
the Ist April, 1845, £2398 9s. 8d., makes a 
total of £5003 7s. Gd. now due. 

In addition to the amounts acknowledged 
above, there has been received towards the 
grant of £6000 to Jamaica the sum of £3712 
13s. 11d. To meet the whole amount the 
sum of £2587 6s: 1d. is still required. 'o 
obtain this grant was the object of the last 
visit to this country of our friend and fellow- 
labourer William Knibb. 


JUBILEE FUND. 


As the entire amount contributed for the 
Jubilee Fund is now exhausted, the Com- 
mittee have deemed it desirable to print a 
complete statement of the receipts and expen- 
diture. It will be found in the Appendix to 
the Report. 


SUMMARY. 


The total number of members added to the 
churches during the past year is 1866, the 
total number of members in all the churches 
being 39,202: There are also 232 stations 
and sub-stations, 234 agents, not including 
Jamaica. The number of day-schools is 152, 
of children taught in day-schools 9306, and 
of children taught in the sabbath-schools 
11,155. The total receipts for all purposes 
are £26,298 18s, 9d. 


CHINAs 


The Committee reoret that during the year 
they have not felt in a position to commence 
operations in China. Men and funds are still 
wanting. The important fields of labour in 
that vast country are now open, and recent 
intelligence, leads the Committee to believe 
that there is every prospect of an abundant 
harvest. A long period, it is hoped, will not - 
elapse before some whom God has evidently 
chosen and qualified offer, are accepted, and 
sent forth. The millions of China are perish- 
ing ; whom shall we send, and who will go 
for us? Let our prayer be that neither the 
men nor the funds may be any longer with- 
held. 


AGENCY AND AUXILIARIES, 


The Committee continue to give their best 
attention to the formation of effective juvenile 
and auxiliary societies. As an experiment 
the services of the Rev. John Jackson, of 
Taunton have been secured for a limited 
period. He will devote himself to the forma- 
tion and superintendence of auxiliaries in the 
west of England. It may not be amiss to 
state that the time of Mr, Saffery, Mr. Jack- 
son, and Mr, Price, is devoted to the forma- 
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tion of new societies, and the strengthening 
of those already formed. They are not to be 
regarded as local secretaries, nor yet as ordi- 
nary deputations. The arrangement of meet- 
ings, and of deputations to attend them, it is 
hoped, the secretaries of local societies will 
continue to make, No agency can supply | 
the place of the voluntary efforts of our 
brethren in their respective localities on be- 
half of the Society. Mr. Carey also con- 
tinues to serve the Society, devoting his time 
to the ordinary work of a deputation. ; 
The progress of Juvenile Auxiliaries is 
encouraging. As a proof of what may be| 
done by our young friends, it may be stated | 
that three auxiliaries have engaged to support 
three teachers in Africa, and that their con- 
tributions have amounted to nearly £300. 
From Lambeth £145 have been received, | 
from Canterbury upwards of £100, and from 
Bacup £40. Other cases equally encourag- 


men.” Never was the destitution of our sta- 
tions more lamentable, or their wants more 
urgent. Towns in India as large as Man- 
chester, each the centre of an important dis- 
trict, have but a single missionary. Ceylon, 
two-thirds the size of Ireland, has for many 
years had but two missionaries, though God 
has given to the churches under their care 
five hundred members. The whole of India, 
a country nine times as large as Great Britain, 
and with six times the population, has but 
thirty pastors and missionaries; not a larger 
number than are now labouring in Lancashire. 
Encouraging as our contributions are, we 
have not yet received one penny a week from 
each of the members of our churches ; those 
who subscribe more liberally seldom give for 
all our stations more than they give to a 
single urgent case of home destitution. 
One single temple of Kalee in Calcutta is 
maintained at an annual cost of ten times 


ing might be named ; but these are sufficient, the amount of our receipts. Facts such as 


it is hoped, to induce our friends generally to 
encourage these juvenile efforts. 

The sale of the Juvenile Missionary Herald 
has reached 45,000 a month. ‘The sale of 
an additional 15,000 would enable the Com- 
mittee still further to improve the work, and 
would aid the Society. 


CONCLUSION. 


In reviewing the proceedings of the year, 
the Committee find that there is ground for 
encouragement and humiliation, The feeling 
of sympathy which is spread through the 
church for the miseries of the heathen world 
is deepening ; the spirit of affection and regard 
for those we shall never see till we see them 
in the kingdom of God is more widely 
diffused. ‘The hopes of the church are 
excited. God is on his march of mercy. 
The foot falls too softly for the men of the 
world to hear, but the spiritual man hears 
it, and hails its progress, On the other 
hand, never was the prayer more appropriate, 
“Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth ; for 
the faithful fail from among the children of 


these are humbling and searching. They 
would exclude all boasting, even if, when we 
had done our utmost, there were room for it. 
They lead us to question our sincerity and 
faith, to acknowledge our unprofitableness. 
May they send us to the throne of grace, to 
pray that the fruit of the handful of corn 
upon the tops of the mountains, the offerings 
of our poorest churches, may shake like 
Lebanon ; and that those of our cities may 
flourish lke grass of the earth. Such a 
prayer, if proved by the consistency of our 
conduct sincere, will be the means, as it will 
be the earnest and first fruits, of more exten- 
sive success. The visions of the Apocalypse, 
which end with the kingdoms of this world 
becoming the kingdoms of our Lord and his 
Christ, begin with the offering on the golden 
censer, and amidst the odours of the incense, 
of the prayers of all saints. Fervent, united 
prayer is plainly connected with that glorious 
consummation. “ Ye that make mention of 
the Lord, therefore, keep not silence, and give 
him no rest till he establish, and till he make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thankfully 
received by W. B. Gurney, Esq., Treasurer, or the Rev. Joseph Angus, M.A., Secretary, at 
the Mission House, Moorgate Street, Lonpon:; Contributions can also be paid in at the 
Bank of England, to the credit of W. B. Gurney, and others. In Eprnsuren, by the Rev. 
Christopher Anderson, the Rev. Jonathan Watson, and John Macandrew, Esq.; in Giascow, 
by Robert Kettle, Esq.; in Dupin, by John Parkes, Esq., Richmond Street; in Caucurra, 
by the Rev, James Thomas, Baptist Mission Press; and at Naw Yorx, United States, 


by W. Colgate, Esq. 


IRISH CHRONICLE. 


AN URGENT APPEAL. 


At doubts about the existence of severe suffering and want in Ireland must 
now be removed from the minds of all those who have read the recent accounts 
from that country. The statement that there was a tolerable supply of food, up 
to a recent period, was, in some degree, correct; but the reason of it was not 
inquired after. Through fear of the disease affecting the potatoes which seemed 
to be sound, those who had any, brought them to market, and forced a sale. Yet, 
while there seemed to be a fair supply, the price rapidly rose, until, last month, it 
was double what is usual in ordinary seasons. Besides, to those who knew any 
thing of the state of things there, it was plain that the pressure would not really 
come until some where about the present time.  ———— 

And how is it now? Why, riots have already taken place. Food is obliged 
to be guarded by an armed police. To remove it from place to place, as an 
article of commerce, requires a military escort. Sad, indeed, is the prospect for 
the next three months. In many districts there will be nothing short of famine. 

The subordinate agents of our Society belong to that class who are involved in 
the calamity. They naturally look to Christian friends to help them. Mr. Hamil- 
ton, of Ballina, writes, “The people remember what was done for them years ago, 
in similar circumstances, with deep gratitude ; and they say, ‘Surely, kind friends 
who helped us then, will not be forgetting us now!’ ” Mr. Berry tells us, ‘that a 
feeling of deep gloom overshadows the poor people, owing to the almost universal 
distress.” Mr. Bentley informs the treasurer, in regard to one of our evening 
readers, whose time is only partially given to the work, and who has a salary of 
£10 per annum, “ that his potatoes are all rotted ;” and with respect to the other 
reader located in the district, his case is no better; “he begs a loan of £1 till the 
end of the quarter, hoping thereby to struggle through.” Mr. Watson sums up 
his application by beseeching the secretary “to make another appeal in behalf of 
the poor but faithful agents of the Society, or else they must really starve.” —~ 

We feel persuaded that our friends will not suffer this calamity to reach the 
poor readers, without endeavouring to help them. Already some few have done _ 
so. It needs only that the facts be stated, in order to secure the required aid. 
This persuasion has encouraged us to make the present appeal. It is quite clear, 

- that the case is very pressing and urgent. And it is equally clear, that the ordi- 
iM income of the Society cannot sustain this new demand. Whatever help is 


needed must be special, and in addition to the usual contributions. 

Had we space, we could record many interesting facts, showing, that not only 

the remembrance of former aid, so generously vouchsafed, still remains in the 

grateful recollections of the peasantry who tasted the bounty; but ee 
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influence of it continues, and this is most important, after all. The present is not, 
perhaps, so dreadful a calamity as that was; but it is sufficiently extensive to 
awaken the tenderest sympathy, and requires immediate and liberal assistance. 
Christian friends, let not our earnest appeal on behalf of your suffering fellow- 
disciples in Ireland be made in vain, We entreat you, do what you intend to do 
at once ! 


Since the preceding remarks were written, the Secretary has received a letter from a friend 
in Liverpool, throwing out a valuable suggestion for meeting the wants of our distressed 
brethren in Ireland. We cannot forbear extracting a part of this communication ; and we 
hope the hints thrown out will be followed up at once. 


“We had a sermon last night enjoining the Christian duty of remembering those that are 
in adversity, as being ourselves also in the body. We have been informed of the troubles of 
our brethren in Fernando Po, but not of the troubles of our brethren in Ireland. Would it 
not be well to suggest the desirableness of a collection at the Lord’s table immediately ? 
Many in this way would cheerfully contribute a little who do not see newspapers or maga~ 
zines, and who could not send any thing by post.” 


Pastors and deacons, we pray you ponder this proposal. One church in Cambridgeshire, 
without any request from us, but of their own accord, has done so, We entreat you to do 
your best to induce the churches with which you are connected to do the same. Surely at 
no time can you do it better than when you are permitted to commemorate the love of the 
Saviour. Remember his words: “ Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these, ye 


have done it unto me.” 


Tuomas Durry’s monthly report con- 
tains many interesting facts. A few 
only can be introduced here. But they 
will show how increasingly useful the 
readers are, and how peculiarly adapted 
such agency is to the present condition 
of the people. 


IMPORTANOE OF THE READERS KNOWING THE 
IRISH LANGUAGE. 


The native Irish love their own language; 
and the man whom they know can speak it, 
they will force to read for them. Despite of 
all threats, they will pay marked attention to 
such a person, and will not only invite him 
to their own houses, but they come to his, to 
hear the word of God. 

Passing by a deal-yard last week, one of 
the men said, ‘‘ Oh, here is the man who can 
read and write Irish! let us call him in.” I 
complied; and, having gone in, he said, 
“Have you got the book about you which 
speaks of the man who came to Jesus by night, 
and to whom he said, ‘ Ye must be born 
again?’?” TI opened to the passage, and read 
and explained it to them. I was about to go 
away, when they said, ‘‘ You shall not go 
yet ; read for us that which you said ought 
properly to be called the Lord’s prayer,’ I 
then read the seventeenth chapter of John, 
and all listened with deep attention. 


STRIKING APPLICATION OF A SOLEMN TRUTH. 


A family to whom I had given @ bible, 


seemed to be reading it regularly, On one 


occasion the wife paid particular attention| 


whilst her husband was reading to her. On 
his coming to those words, ‘* What shall it 
profit a man, if he gain the whole world, and 

lose his own soul ?” she said, ‘* Now, J emmy; 

do you think that’s true?” ‘To be sure it 

is ; for if the soul is lost, the body, God help 

us, is lost too.” ‘* Well, Jemmy, how often. 
have you, on the slightest occasion, called on 

God to damn my poor soul to all eternity ! 

And yet, you see, that Jesus Christ declares 

it to be worth the world, and all that it con- 
tains.” Thus we see, that those Romanists. 
who have the scriptures are beginning to 

think about what they read, and to apply it. 


THE BEST TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 


T asked an intelligent man who reads the 
scriptures, the other day, why the Temperance. 
Society did not walk this Easter Monday. . 

He replied: “ It is thought that it was be- 
cause there had been so many pledge-breakers 
lately. And I hope Sir Robert Peel will not —_. 
take off the duties on rum and brandy, or, 
else it will be worse. Besides, we want cheap 
food, and plenty of work, ten thousand times 
more than cheap liquor. Oh!”—holding up 
his testament,—‘ Give me such a temperance 
society as I see recommended here, and that’s _ 
ae for me !” lah RIT SRE SS 
y visits are steadily about thi 
weekly, I haye eivcuppit many copi 
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Joun Tatpor continues to labour dili- 
gently, and, as it would appear from his 
reports, confirmed by his superintendent, 
Mr. Berry, with increasing acceptable- 
ness to the people. It will be seen from 
what follows, that our readers avail 
themselves of passing events to assist 
them in diffusing the truth as it is in 
Jesus. 


TEACHING THE TRUTH BY CALAMITY. 


I have endeavoured lately to direct the 
people to consider such important scriptures 
as Luke xi. and Matt. vii. ; and, speaking to 
them in the spirit of love, they listen with 
attention, As the poor of this country are 
now so distressed for want of provision, I 
sometimes say to them: “Suppose if your 
children were crying with hunger, and you 
had no food to give them; and in the morn- 
ing you awoke and found plenty of bread 
around you, would you wait for any person 
to say to you, ‘ Come and give them to eat?’ ” 
Immediately they reply, “‘ No; we would 
not.” I then tell them of their state, and of 
the gracious promises of God’s word, and the 
free offers of the bread of life. 


A REMARKABLE CHANGE. 


A few years ago the sight of a testament 
was disgusting to the Romanists of this neigh- 
bourhood ; but, as you saw the last time you 
were here, I can hardly keep a testament for 
myself. They are taken as soon as I get 
them. The people are becoming quite dif- 
ferent from what they were. Sometimes they 
say, if I were-ina strange place I might pass 
for a priest. Unless I were speaking to you, I 
could not tell you how the people are preaching 
Christ one to another. 


Tuomas Coorg, one of the Connaught 
readers, has forwarded the most heart- 
cheering intelligence as to the progress 
of the truth in his district. The follow- 
ing specimens will illustrate the nature 
of the tidings. 


SOULS INQUIRING, 


The young man mentioned in both my 
former letters as likely to come out from Ro- 
manism, made an application last Lord’s day 
for baptism and fellowship. There are eight 
other Romanists who have been inquiring for 


_ the last half-year. They are now convinced, 


from God’s word, of the scripturalness of our 
principles. 
BIBLE READING. . 
I gave a copy of the scriptures and some 


tracts to a young man lately, who came a 


long distance for them, and he was thankful 
that he was not disappointed. Two years ago 
the parents of this young man were so pre- 
judiced, that they would not stop in a house 
where the seriptures would be read. This 
day another young man, a relation of the 
former, came to get a bible. I gave him one, 
and some tracts on ‘“ False Teachers,’ on 
‘* Prayer,” and one entitled ‘‘ Why should I 
fear?” I have distributed this month, four- 
teen bibles, one testament, and about fifty tracts, 


Pat. Brennan, whose letters have al- 
ways been filled with remarkable proofs 
of the gradual spread of truth, wherever 
our agencies are planted, communicates 
facts, in his March report, not less de- 
lightful than those of -past times. 


THE SPIRIT OF INQUIRY NOT TO BE RE- 
PRESSED. 


A few days ago I gave a tract to a young 
man who lives near. The priest found out 
that this person was reading them. He came 
and asked him, why he read such things. 
The young man replied, he did not see any 
harm in doing so ; and there were a good 
many things which the people were allowed 
to read that were injurious both to soul and 
body. The priest left him in a rage, threat- 
ening him with being called in the chapel, if 
he persisted. 

The young man came to my house the 
same evening, and told me of this. I read 
several portions of the word of God for him, 
to show him it was his duty to study the 
scriptures. Before he left he asked for a 
bible, which I gave him. He comes regu-. 
larly every day ; and every one in my family 
is trying to show him the difference between 
popery and Christianity. He is about to emi- 
grate to America ; but before he goes, I pray 
that the Lord will open his eyes to see the 
truth as it is in Jesus. 


Joun Monacuan supplies facts which 
contribute to confirm the statement that 


light is spreading, even in the darkest _ 


districts. ms 


THE WORD OF GOD QUICK AND POWERFUL. 


I lately visited a Romanist, who is aman ~ 


of some considerable intelligence and reading, 
but much prejudiced against the scriptures. 
Controversy is his delight. After we had ar- 
gued some matters, he asked me with some 
earnestness, ‘‘ How do you expect salvation?” 
I read those scriptures which show our de-. 
praved state, that our own righteousness can- 
not justify, and that we can only be accepted 
before God by the righteousness of Christ. 


Talso read, as a further illustration of these 
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truths, Mr. Bates’s tract, “ The Sinner] When I was coming away, two of those who 
stripped of his own Righteousness.” My} were present all this time, requested me to 
opponent and all present listened with deep| leave the tract; and four others, who had 
attention. Some whose eyes had before} come in subsequently, and heard it when read 
glowed with anger and fury, were now calm./a second time, made a similar request. I 
The man again spoke ; but not to debate and| was glad that I had it in my power to supply 
quarrel, but to cry out to God for pardon.| them all. 


CONTRIBUTIONS SINCE OUR LAST. 


£ s. d.| Liverpool— £ 3. d. 
Tewkesbury, by Miss Jones ..........ses022 2 5 0] Subseriptions, by Mr. Davis .........0.++- 60 9 8 
Newport, I. W., Wavell, R., Esq., don 10 0 Collection at Pembroke Chapel.. . 2010 6 
Wotton-under-Edge, by Miss Perrin 20 0 Tea party at Soho Chapel 20 0 
Upton-on-Severn, collection ........... «+» 110 0Q| Plymouth, by Mr. Nicholson .. + LOS ales 
Birmingham, collection and subscriptions 56 5 9 | Shine; APs ccnveess<vowevene 010 0 
Tring, subscriptions .......,.sesseereererseerereee 2 2 O| Sheepwash, Mrs. Guest ......... 210 0 
Olney, GOs navas veg - 5 © 0} Cowling Hill, Rev. N. Walton 010 0 
Hitchin, - 210 0| Manchester, Union Chapel............. ~15 0-0 
Dublin ....... -- 27 6 8| Lowth, by Misses Traves and Beeton ...... 813 0 
Cork...... «+ 2018 6+ Kettering AUxiliary...........c..ccesseseeeeeeres 4 0 0 
Ballina...,..... - 4 1 0} Watford, Miss King.... ie A YO 
Carrickfergus - 2 0 0O| Bourton, subscriptions........; uit ay ae? 0 
Belfast.......05 : - 2218 6 | Berkhampstead, Mr. Baldwin ...1.4....0-. 1-0 0 
Parson’s Town... - 6 5 0|Cottenham, Ist ch., collection at.Lord’s 
Mullingar, S. G.....,.. 2 0 0| table for poor readers .......:.....- ger ie Ne 
Rahue and Ferbane . 4 7 6 | Trowbridge, S. Salter, Es 5 0. 0 
Moate and Athlone . 5 0 0 | Margate, Mr. Giles .... Lal gp 
Oxiorda Ja Gs oc. deuccnasxe 5 0 0) Kislingbury, collection 276 
Haddenham, the church ........ or E70:= 0+] Moniton.assccuneiede nee 30 =0 
Coventry, collections and subscriptions ,.. 12 14 6 Hackleton, subscriptions...,..... 3-020 
Northampton— Woolwich, by Mr. Wates ... 313 8 
SUDSCTIPtiONS .cssesiercavecssssveorescessecderses 2 05-0 Falmouth, by Miss Osler...........ssecseeseeeee 2 13 10 
Legacy, Mr. Farrin, by Mr. Bompass... 10 0 0| London— 
Market St., collection, and Mrs. Cooke’s My, and: Mts. Peto... .c.ccsdocteneveunn DOL oe: 
IMISSIONATY DOK. .s.e2viceervoeceesceccenese Nansen os ae Misses Austin ...... seas, OT 
Chiswick, Mrs. George......... 1 0 0} New Park Street ....... ; . 32:12 1 
Buckingham, Mrs. Priestley 2 2 °0 Hackney, Mare Street ...... 410 0 
Bedford, by Mr. King ......, 1650" 0 Camberwell, by a member pO Fi 
INCHA Ry cy 20. Teveescecsewasceses 512 3] Brixton Hill fT lt @ 
‘Windsor, by Mr. Lillycrop. 10.0 le Street .. a7 7-6 
Dorchester, Mr. Biggs ....... 3 0 0! Blackheath, fri ‘ & 4.4 
3 0 0} Keppel Strect.....scsccecescseee «9 4-8 IY 
4-2 Walworth, by Miss Watson ..... . <-a Bry 
67-6 Hammersmith, by Miss Otridge . Se 2D 
Do. One-bHITl Sie akeooss 2 110 
111 0 Blandford Street .......:.. wee 14 0 0 
y Spencer Place ......sscecees 5 - 61110 
Providence Chapel Seevaesdeersseccssncssecstes 3 0 O Mr. Watson; (for debt) iscsi 6 6 0 
Annual subscriptions wees 26 4 0 GK. T., by Rev. S.J. Davis 0.000 010 0 


Thanks to ey friends for their annual parcel by Mrs. Risden. Two other parcels have come to 
hand, but where from the Secretary does not know. It would prevent mistake, if those kind friends who 


send such gifts, would apprize him, and also of their destination, if the donors wish them to be sent to any 


particular district. 


Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Treasurer, Epwarp Smita 5 
60, Old Broad Street; Rev. J. Angus, and by the Secretary, Mr. Frep. TRESTRAIL, a 


Mission House, Moorgate Street, London: and by the pastors of the churches throughout 


the Kingdom. 
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